
WHAT ARE THE QUALIFICATIONS TO REGISTER AND TO VOTE IN 
OHIO? 

You are qualified to register to vote in Ohio if you meet all the following requirements: 

1. You are a citizen of the United States; 
2. You will be at least 18 years old on or before the day of the next general election. (If you will be 

18 on or before the general election, you may vote in the primary election to nominate 
candidates, but you cannot vote on issues or party central committees until you are 18); 

3. You will be a resident of Ohio for at least 30 days immediately before the election in which you 
want to vote; 

4. You are not incarcerated (in prison or jail) for a felony conviction under the laws of this state, 
another state, or the United States; 

5. You have not been declared incompetent for voting purposes by a probate court; and 
6. You have not been permanently disenfranchised for violating the election laws. 

You are eligible to vote in elections held in your voting precinct 30 days after you are duly registered 
to vote in this state. You may request an absentee ballot during that 30 day period. 

 

MAY I VOTE IF I HAVE BEEN CONVICTED OF A CRIME? 

A person currently serving time in jail or prison for a felony conviction can neither register to vote nor 
vote. Additionally, a person who has twice been convicted of a violation of Ohio's elections laws is 
permanently barred from voting in Ohio. 

An otherwise qualified person convicted of a misdemeanor may vote, and an otherwise qualified 
person who had been convicted of a felony may register and vote while on probation or parole, or 
after completing his or her jail or prison sentence. 

The voter registration of a person who is incarcerated on a felony conviction is cancelled; once that 
person has completed his or her jail or prison sentence, or is on probation, parole or community 
control, he or she must re-register to vote by the registration deadline before voting. 

 
https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/ 
 
https://www.sos.state.oh.us/elections/voters/voter-eligibility-residency-reqs/ 
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