
Ross Correctional Institution Visiting Rules and Regulations 
Effective Wednesday, May 30, 2018 

PO Box 7010 State Route 104 
Chillicothe, OH 45601 

Visiting Reservations Email Address: 
DRC.VisitiationRCI2@odrc.state.oh.us 

Visiting will be closed on Mondays, Tuesdays and State Holidays 
Morning Session: 7:15 AM to 10:15 AM (Processing starts at 7:00 AM) 

Morning Session and (All Day Session) Cut Off Time: 9:00 AM 
Afternoon Session: 11:15 AM to 2:15 PM (Processing starts at 11:00 AM) 

Afternoon Session Cut Off Time: 1:00 PM 
 

Note: When scheduling email reservations, please specify morning, afternoon or combined sessions with 
inmate’s name and number, along with visitor’s name and number of visitors attending five (5) maximum. 
 
Reservations are required and can be made one (1) calendar month in advance through the e-mail address. 
Two (2) reservations will be accepted per visiting day and can be made no later than 48 hours before the 
scheduled visit. The reservation request must include the number of visitors that will be attending. Visitors 
may request the Morning Session or Afternoon Session or you may request both sessions making an all day 
visit. A combined Morning and Afternoon Session will count as one visit for the month. Visitors living out of 
state requesting multiple day visits will be considered special visits and is coordinated through the inmate’s 
respective Case Manager. Special Visits can only be done every ninety days.  
 
When your visit is approved, you will receive a confirmation number for your visit which you may be required 
to provide upon your arrival. If you do not show for your reserved visit, you will be charged for the reserved 
visit and be on a thirty-day restriction from that date of the no show. You may cancel your visit using the e-
mail address above but it must be cancelled at least 48 hours in advance.  
 
Please arrive promptly for processing. Issues such as fog or other emergencies may impact processing and 
visiting duration. Every effort will be made to adhere to this schedule. Please draw a number upon entering   
A-Building to be processed and you will be processed in the order of your number. 
 

1.  Each approved visitor will be permitted two visits per month for inmates in General Population (except 
inmates noted below). 
 

2. Inmates in Restrictive Housing and Limited Privilege Housing are permitted one (1) visit per month per 
visitor on weekdays in either the Morning Session or Afternoon Session. Please specify Morning or 
Afternoon Session upon request.   
 

3. Minimum status inmates in J-Dorm, 2-A and 8-B will be permitted three (3) visits per month per visitor. 
 

4. Visitors wishing to visit more than one inmate at one time must be on each inmates approved visiting 
list and identified as immediate family. 
 

5. A maximum of five (5) visitors are permitted to visit, which includes minor children. 
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6. All visitors 18 years of age and older must present a valid Photo Identification such as a Driver’s 
License, State Photo Identification, Welfare Photo Identification, Military Photo Identification or other 
Government Photo Identification. 
 

7. All visitors under the age of 18 must now be approved visitors, related to the inmate or be 
accompanied by an approved visitor, who is the child’s parent or legal guardian. Documentation 
naming the child’s custodial parent or guardian must be presented in the form of a birth certificate or 
custodial court order at the first visit. Documentation will be kept on file by the institution for future 
reference.  First time visitors will also need to show a second form of identification on their first visit. 
 

8. Proof of relationship to the inmate must be provided upon request. 
 

9. Visits by persons not listed on the inmates’ approved visiting list must have permission from Managing 
Officer or their designee and provide positive identification. 
 

10. All persons entering RCI are subject to search as a condition to visiting. All persons will remove their 
shoes and walk through the metal detector. If visitors can not clear the metal detector, you will not 
enter. Each visitor will get three (3) chances to clear the metal detector. Any visitors that have an 
implant that will not allow them to successfully clear the metal detector must provide the correct 
documentation from a doctor. Please choose attire free of metal such as large metal buttons, zippers, 
etc. Ensure all items are brought in with you at the time of entry. Exiting the Entry Building after 
processing may impact your ability to visit for that day. 
 

11. All forms of tobacco are not permitted. Chewing gum in the mouth or carrying in a pack is not 
permitted. 
 

12. Visitors are permitted the following items: 
 

a. A single vehicle key (no remote door openers). 
b. A clear see through change purse. 
c. Required identification. 
d. Child care items: three (3) Clear plastic bottles, one (1) sippy cup, wet wipes in a clear zip lock 

bag, one (1) clear see through pacifier, and baby formula and baby food must be in a factory 
sealed container with a limit of three (3) each – NO GLASS CONTAINERS.  

e. Clergy will be limited to one (1) Bible of choice. 
f. Medication must be in the original prescription bottle with only the amount needed for the 

duration of the visit. The Escorting Officer will hand carry medications to the Front Desk Officer 
in the Visiting Room to be stored. The medications will be available for immediate use. 

g. Two rings and one (1) each of the following: watch (must be in working order), necklace, 
bracelet, dress pin and pair of earrings. 

h. A money card for vending machine use, can be purchased in the Entrance Building. This 
requires a $5.00 bill only to activate. Cash beyond the Entry Building is not permitted. 
 
 

 



13. Visitors are expected to wear appropriate attire to the visiting room. 
 

a. No see through clothing of any kind. A thin white material poses the most problem. 
b. No bare midriffs or cropped tops, no open backs or sides. 
c. No tank tops, halter tops or muscle shirts may be worn as primary clothing. No sleeveless shirts 

permitted. The chest or breast area must not be exposed at normal posture. Crew cut tops 
should be considered. 

d. No excessive clothing such as wearing two (2) or more of each: shirts, coats, pairs of pants, etc. 
e. No clothing with excessive slits. 
f. Skirts, dresses and culottes must be at least mid-knee length at normal posture. 
g. No wrap around skirts or dresses or spaghetti strap clothing. 
h. No bib overalls or break-away type clothing. 
i. Appropriate under garments must be worn (underwear, bra or slip). 
j. No clothing with excessive zippers, buttons or metal. These cause a problem clearing the metal 

detector. 
k. No clothing with inappropriate cut out holes or rips above the knee. 
l. Loose fitting pants at the waist require a belt. No sagging. 
m. Camouflage clothing is not permitted unless on active military status. Military ID may be 

required. 
n. No excessively tight or form fitting clothing (i.e. Leggings, Jeggings, Yoga Pants or Skinny Jeans). 
o. Failure to follow the dress code may require you to lose your place in line and draw another 

number. This causes the visiting process to slow down. Please cooperate fully. 
 

14. Shoes must be worn at all times, while in the visiting area to include children. 
 

15. A child’s reading area is provided for entertainment and education. Parents and guardians are 
responsible for the safety and behavior of the children during their visit. Running, throwing objects or 
loud disruptive behavior may be grounds for termination of your visit. Toys provided must remain in 
the designated children’s area for safety reasons.  
 

16. Vending machines and microwaves are to be used by the adults only. 
 

17. Inmates are to remain in their seats at all times with exceptions of using the restroom and photo 
opportunities. Photos are screened by the Officer on duty. Inappropriate photos are confiscated and 
money for these is not refundable. 
 

18. Visitors are seated by Visiting Staff and must remain in the designated seating area with exception of 
vending, microwave use, photo opportunities, restroom use, child care and to approach the Officer’s 
Desk with any questions. 
 

19. Unacceptable behavior includes inappropriate physical contact. A kiss and embrace at the beginning 
and end of your visit is acceptable. Holding of hands is acceptable only above the visiting area table. 
 

20. You will be seated in a designated area. Moving chairs or tables is not permitted. 
 



21. Any person on the grounds under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol will not be permitted to remain 
and you may be reported and arrested. In addition, visiting privileges may be suspended. 
 

22. Visiting is a privilege and is not a right. Visits can be terminated at any time for Rule Infractions on the 
part of the inmate or visitor. Visiting privileges can be suspended at the discretion of the Managing 
Officer or designee. 

 
Note:  All persons entering RCI grounds are reminded that conveying drugs, weapons, alcohol or any 
other type of contraband into any state detention facility is a violation of the Ohio Revised Code, Section 
2921.27. Anyone found in violation is subject to arrest and prosecution. 
 
Definitions: 
 
Approved Visitor – An approved visitor is a person, family including child or friend who has submitted an 
acceptable Visiting Application (DRC 2096). The inmate visiting list will have up to 15 visitors not including 
attorney of record or clergy of record. The Managing Officer may authorize additional visitors at their 
discretion. 
 
Child – Any person under the age of eighteen (18) years. 
 
Guardian – An approved visitor who has been given notarized permission to accompany a child on a visit.  
(Authorization for Minor Child Visitation, DRC 4371). This permission can only be granted by the custodial 
parent or legal guardian and must specify the visitor(s) accompany the child and grant permission for the 
child to be searched. 
 
Immediate Family – Parent, aunt, uncle, husband, wife, children, stepchildren, grandchildren, brother, 
sister, step-siblings, half-siblings, grandfather, grandmother, great grandparents, son-in-law, daughter-in-
law, sister-in-law, brother-in-law, mother-in-law and father-in-law will only be considered immediate 
family, while the binding marital relationship is intact. Step-parents, adoptive parents and/or foster 
parents may be considered within this definition, when it has been verified that the inmate was raised by 
this individual as a result of remarriage, death, desertion or absences of a parent (verification may include 
but is not limited to marriage certificates, court decrees, adoption orders, etc.). Common-law marriages 
will only be approved, if they were recognized by a court of law as commencing prior to October 10, 1991 
in accordance with ORC 3105.12. 
 
Mother of Child – Inmates may request that the mother of their children be added to their visiting list.  
Verification of relationship must be provided for the mother and child. The mother of child may visit 
without the child being present. 
 
Special Visit – A visit that has been approved by the Managing Officer/designee for someone who may not 
be an approved visitor but where significant reasons indicate that such a visit would be beneficial to the 
offender and would not present a security concern to the institution. 


