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Section One: Executive Summary  
 

The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, (ODRC) requests your response for information 

pertaining to technologies (i.e. pulpers) available to reduce food waste by volume, weight, and water 

content. 

 

The primary intent of this document is to collect information about the variety of technologies available 

to grind and dehydrate food waste, thereby reducing the organic waste sent on to composting facilities or 

landfills. Responses to the RFI may assist in the development of a Request for Proposal (RFP) for 

appropriate food waste reduction technologies.  

 

NOTE: A response to this RFI does NOT constitute a bid. However, information provided as a response 

to this RFI document may be used by the State of Ohio for further bidding opportunities and will ensure 

inclusion in any further bid opportunities. Information provided in response to the RFI will not become 

public record until after the official awarding of the RFP.  

 

 

Section Two: RFI Timelines and Requirements  
 

ODRC is interested in technologies to reduce food waste volume, weight, and water content at a number 

of institutions. Currently, these institutions are sending all food waste to a compost or landfill site. Other 

ODRC institutions have been able to implement pulper technologies to successfully reduce food waste 

volume as well as costs associated with transporting food waste to compost or landfill sites.  

 

Based on experience with food pulpers currently in use at ODRC institutions, we are aware that our food 

waste tends to be slightly different than other traditional dining settings. This is likely due to the 

exclusion of some common items typically in food waste: no napkins, minimal grease, milk served in 

wax-coated cartons, no bones. A sample menu is also provided as an attachment. 

 

All submissions should include the criteria below. Please take notice of the attached documentation 

regarding food waste audits at the institutions.  

 
1. Describe the technology you recommend based on information provided in the attached documents. 

2. Complete table based on initial range of values for daily waste. 
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Initial 

Waste 

(lbs) 

Suggested 

Technology 

Reduction% 

(Tech efficiency) 

Waste 

Reduction 

(Initial x 

Reduction %) 

Annual Tons 

Reduction 

(x 365/2000) 

x$40/ton 

(Landfill Cost) 

Technology 

Cost 

Payback 

Period 

(Tech cost/Annual 

Landfill Cost) 

75       
 

250        

500        

1000      
 

 

1500        

2000        

3000       
 

 

3. What is the maximum operating capacity of the technology (pounds of waste)? 

4. How many hours per day is the equipment designed to be operated? 

5. Describe the utility usage required to operate the technology and necessary run time to process the 

given food waste capacities. In other words, how long would it take the technology to process this much 

waste and how much energy and water would be used? 

6. Describe the infrastructure (i.e. electrical outlet, drain, etc.) and physical space requirements needed for 

the technology. 

7. Describe the typical maintenance required for initial set up of technology and for repairs. 

8. What are the warranty options available for this technology? 

9. What is the sample cost of the technology including installation and yearly maintenance and operation? 

10. Is there a possibility for discount if more than one unit is purchased? If so, please provide discount 

details and sample costs.  

11. Has this technology been installed in other correctional facilities? If so, where? 

12. Has this technology been installed anywhere else in Ohio? If so, where? 

13. Is there anything else we should know about your technology? 
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