
Cuyahoga County Jail urged by health department to take steps to 
reduce spread of drug-resistant staph infections 
Monday, September 07, 2009 

Peter Krouse 

Plain Dealer Reporter 

The health department has recommended that the Cuyahoga County Jail take steps to reduce the spread 
of drug-resistant staph infections among inmates.  

The number of confirmed cases at the jail has risen from 63 in 2005 to 173 last year. The jail had reported 
66 cases as of Aug. 18 -- a pace that would total 106 cases by the end of the year, said Matt Carroll, 
director of the Cleveland Department of Public Health.  

While the projected total would be a decline from last year, the department wants to monitor the situation 
more closely and has asked the jail to provide monthly reports.  

Health officials contacted the jail about staph after a Plain Dealer inquiry last month. The health department 
then investigated, concluding that the jail should change some of its practices.  

Methicillin-resistant staphylococcus aureas -- MRSA -- is perhaps best known as an infection contracted in 
hospitals, but it can be found in a variety of institutions.  

"It's the epidemic of the decade," said Robert Greifinger, former chief medical officer of the New York State 
Department of Correctional Services and a noted consultant on prison health care.  

It has also been the subject of much hysteria, said Dr. Joe Paris, who treats prisoners in the DeKalb County 
Jail in Georgia and has written on the subject of MRSA in jails.  

The strain of MRSA that is most dangerous and hardest to destroy, a subvariety that contains a specific 
toxin, is rare, Paris said.  

One of the health department's recommendations to the Cuyahoga County Jail is that members of the 
intake staff perform more active skin assessments on new prisoners when the rate of MRSA cases is on the 
rise, Carroll said.  

The department also wants the jail to provide more education about MRSA to inmates and staff, put hand 
sanitizer in the medical unit for employees to use and either repair or replace an examining table with tears 
and scratches where MRSA could escape treatment with disinfectant.  

The recommendations to the jail also call for prisoners living in a pod designated for MRSA-infected 
inmates to clean their mattresses more often.

Jail Warden Kevin McDonough said new inmates are already given a handbook with a section on infectious 
diseases. Inmates suspected of having MRSA are given the necessary antibiotic immediately, even before 
the infection is confirmed by testing, McDonough said.  

Carroll said the jail is supposed to report outbreaks of infectious diseases to the health department, 
although he did not classify the current MRSA situation as an outbreak because the numbers show signs of 
improvement over previous years.  

"The truth is the outbreak began in 2007," he said, even though one was never reported. 



McDonough said the jail provided its MRSA numbers to the health department that year and questions 
whether an actual outbreak occurred because the jail had not tested long enough to determine a normal 
rate of infection.  

The jail first became concerned about MRSA in 2005 and reached out to the health department for advice, 
McDonough said. That year the jail had 63 confirmed cases.  

Jail officials began testing all inmates with open wounds for MRSA in 2006, McDonough said. That year the 
number of confirmed cases jumped to 94. It reached 164 in 2007 and 173 in 2008.  

McDonough believes the increases are the result of greater infection in the community at large and that 
most inmates found to have MRSA are infected when they arrive at the jail, which has a capacity of 1,765 
prisoners but is currently holding more than 1,900. About 30,000 inmates pass through the jail each year.  

When a jail starts getting clusters of cases in inmates incarcerated for seven days or more, one might 
suspect transmission may be occurring, Greifinger said.  

Other jails have been battling MRSA, as well, although it's hard to tell how one jail is doing compared with 
another because of different reporting and treatment procedures.  

The Summit County Jail, which has about 650 inmates at any given time, is very aggressive in treating 
prisoners who show the first signs of MRSA, which is why the jail usually doesn't bother sending samples 
for testing, said Ralph Tate, health service administrator at the jail and an employee of Advanced 
Correctional Healthcare Inc.

"We treat it very aggressively because it can very quickly get out of hand," Tate said. He added that the jail 
tracks all skin infections and determines whether they were acquired in the jail or on the outside.  

The jail applied additional preventive measures early last year, said Chief Deputy Gary James. They 
included removing all carpeting from inmate areas to make cleaning easier.  

The Franklin County Jail, with more than 2,000 inmates occupying two locations, started tracking MRSA 
cases in September of last year and so far has confirmed only one case, said jail health administrator 
Janine Gillispie. She did not know how many cultures were performed during that period.  

"We try to address all medical concerns at intake," Gillispie said. For instance, someone brought to the jail 
with a wound may be turned away until officers take the prisoner elsewhere for treatment, Gillispie said.  

The Hamilton County Jail, which has about 1,400 inmates over three locations, reports similar MRSA 
numbers as the Cuyahoga County Jail - 144 last year and 77 cases for the first seven months of 2009, said 
Margie Pauldine, health service administrator for Naphcare Inc., which supplies doctors and nurses to the 
jail.  

The number of cases in the Hamilton County Jail has held fairly steady over the last several years, she 
said.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:  

pkrouse@plaind.com, 216-999-4128  
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Bill aims to collect DNA samples of those arrested on felonies
BY SHARON COOLIDGE 
The Cincinnati Enquirer

A justice reform bill endorsed by Gov. Ted Strickland and passed by the Senate designed to prevent 
wrongful convictions also includes a controversial measure to expand the collection of DNA samples 
to those arrested on felony charges. 

Currently, Ohio only takes DNA from people convicted of felonies and violent misdemeanors. 

Law enforcement groups support the expansion, saying it gets violent offenders off the street quicker 
and prevents future crimes. 

But others say DNA collection before conviction crosses the line, especially because the bill does not 
address what happens if a person isn't convicted. 

The American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio opposes the measure, saying it poses a "myriad of civil 
liberty risks" including violating a person's constitutional protections against illegal search and 
seizure, is ripe for abuse and is an invasion of privacy. 

"This is certainly troubling," said ACLU staff lawyer Carrie Davis. "There is no useful purpose of 
collecting DNA after arrest to avoid wrongful convictions and it poses all kinds of civil risks. 

"Collecting DNA from all arrestees is a search and there should be some process, a court order or 
warrant, for a search," Davis said. 

The Hamilton County Police Association discussed the pending bill at its Wednesday meeting, 
agreeing the DNA measure will help law enforcement. 

"This is just another means of identification, it's no more intrusive than fingerprints," said Thomas 
Doyle, the association's president and chief of police in Greenhills. 

The bill also: 

�z Requires the preservation of DNA in all violent crimes. 

�z Requires all interrogations be recorded from beginning to end. 

�z Requires double-blind eyewitness line-ups, in which the police officer showing the witness suspect 
photos does not know who the suspect is. 

�z Expands Ohio's post-conviction DNA testing law to allow a person to seek a DNA test while on 
parole. Currently, only people in prison can seek exoneration through DNA. 

The bill passed the Senate, 31-to-1 in June. Rep. Tyrone Yates, D-Evanston, is sponsoring the bill in 
the House, where hearings are expected to begin this month. He hopes the bill will be passed before 
the end of the legislative session next year, but doesn't want to rush it into law without discussion. 

Strickland, a Democrat, has publicly said he supports the bill. 



"The governor believes we need to make changes to how biological evidence is dealt with in Ohio," 
said Allison Kolodziej, a spokeswoman for the governor. 

The bill was sparked by the University of Cincinnati-based Ohio Innocence Project, where students 
found Ohio fell short of what are considered best practices in safeguarding against wrongful 
conviction. 

The bill's sponsor in the Senate, David Goodman, R-New Albany, added the provision to expand 
DNA testing to arrestees. 

Mark Godsey, executive director of the Ohio Innocence Project, wouldn't comment on expanded DNA 
testing, but praised the bill as modernizing Ohio's justice system. 

If enacted, Ohio will follow 21 other states that have laws to take DNA from arrestees, according to 
Gordon Thomas Honeywell Governmental Affairs, a lobbying group that tracks DNA legislation. 

Three other states -- Illinois, Massachusetts and Pennsylvania -- have laws pending. 

Kentucky and Indiana take the DNA after felony convictions. Indiana introduced a similar bill, but it 
died before coming to a vote. 

The federal system last year began taking DNA from anyone arrested on a federal crime. 

"This bill is updating the entire criminal justice system," said Lisa Hurst, a governmental affairs 
consultant with the lobbying group. 

Collection would work much the way it does now, with samples taken and entered into national 
databases where they are matched against DNA samples taken from rapes and crime scenes. But 
instead of taking DNA after a person is convicted, the sample will be taken when a person is booked 
into jail. 

Hurst said what happens to the sample if a person isn't convicted will have to be addressed because 
federal law requires the sample be destroyed if there is no conviction. 

States began entering the DNA of sex offenders and convicted killers into databases in the early 
1990s. By 2004, it had expanded for most states to all convicted felons, according to Hurst. Only 
Idaho, Nebraska and New Hampshire don't require all convicted felons to turn over their DNA. 

Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray supports the bill, saying "We think it would help protect the 
public safety, as is already being done in many other states." 

But he is concerned about how to pay for the changes. 

The DNA bill comes when the state's budget already had widespread cuts to close a projected $3 
billion gap. 

"The legislature so far is not providing any additional money to cope with the greater burdens this will 
place upon our (Bureau of Criminal Investigation) staff," he said. 

If passed, the expanded DNA collection won't start until July 2011 to give the state time to figure out 
how to pay for it. 

State Senator Bill Seitz, R-Green Township, who co-sponsored the bill with Goodman, said, "We tried 
to do it in a fair way so that there was some benefit to law enforcement and prosecution and other 
benefits to the wrongfully incarcerated. This law is neither pro-defendant nor pro-police. It's about 
improving the criminal system." 

-------- 



BREAKOUT 

History of DNA collection in Ohio 

1996: The state began collecting DNA samples. 

2005: Law enacted requiring anyone convicted of a felony or a sexually-oriented misdemeanor to 
provide a DNA sample. 

2009: Ohio's State DNA Index System includes 324,358 convicted offender profiles and 17,856 
unknown forensic profiles gathered from crime scenes. The system has had 5,685 "hits" with Ohio 
offenders, in which unknown profile in the database matched an Ohio offender. 

The index has also had 373 national offender hits, in which an unknown profile in the Ohio database 
matched an offender in another state. 
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Judges lift stay of execution 
Akron man who was spared last spring again faces de ath sentence 

By Phil Trexler 
Beacon Journal staff writer 

Published on Saturday, Sep 05, 2009  

The same appellate court judges who spared Akron death-row inmate Brett Hartmann last spring have reversed their stance and lifted a stay of 
execution. 

The 3-0 decision was released Friday by the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Summit County Prosecutor Sherri Bevan Walsh said she would move for an execution date from the Ohio Supreme Court. 

The execution would most likely not be scheduled until sometime in 2010. 

Ohio already has executions scheduled through February, including Oct. 8 for Lawrence Reynolds, who was convicted in the 1994 death of Loretta Mae 
Foster of Cuyahoga Falls. 

Hartmann does have appeals 
pending at the federal and county court levels. The 6th Circuit decision cannot be appealed. 

Assistant federal public defender David Stebbins said Friday he was disappointed by the ruling and is considering his next move.

''We're looking at all of our other options,'' he said. 

Hartmann was to be executed April 7 before the appellate court intervened and granted him a stay while it reviewed the inmate's request for additional 
DNA testing. 

Hartmann was convicted in the 1997 kidnapping and murder of 46-year-old Winda Snipes at her Highland Square apartment. He has maintained his 
innocence and is seeking the chance for additional DNA testing. 

In March, the three federal appeals court judges cited ''uncertainty'' in Hartmann's case as a reason for granting him a stay. 

The court said it wanted more time to ''reassess all of the evidence.'' 

Friday, the court said Hartmann's argument that DNA testing would prove his innocence is ''debatable.'' Without a court order, Hartmann cannot have the 
evidence tested. 

Prosecutors contend that Hartmann, 35, has already been afforded DNA testing by a federal judge and the results only further linked him to the slaying. 

Hartmann, however, learned last spring that police failed to fully examine Snipes' former boyfriend as a suspect. Detectives conceded they did not obtain 
an alibi from the Akron man for the time of the slaying, despite reports that he threatened to kill her in the weeks leading up to her death. 

In addition, Hartmann learned through the Beacon Journal that a jail inmate may have confided to his attorney that he lied when he testified to jurors that 
Hartmann confessed to the slaying. 

Two Akron police detectives — who investigated the case and believe in Hartmann's guilt — have said they would accept a decision allowing a life 
sentence for the inmate. 

Summit Common Pleas Judge Brenda Burnham Unruh is considering Hartmann's motion for more DNA testing. 

Phil Trexler can be reached at 330-996-3717 or ptrexler@thebeaconjournal.com.

Find this article at:
http://www.ohio.com/news/57504222.html 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  ����������
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David Carroll's visits with kids OK'd
By Barrett J. Brunsman 
bbrunsman@enquirer.com

BATAVIA  - David Carroll Jr., who was sentenced to life in prison for the murder of his 3-year-old 
foster son, Marcus Fiesel, is now allowed to have visits with his surviving kids. 

Clermont County Children's Protective Services intervened on Carroll's behalf after he was denied 
visits by the four kids to the Toledo Correctional Institution, where he is an inmate. 

The kids had been considered secondary victims in the murder of Marcus, said Julie Walburn, 
spokeswoman for the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction. 

"What that means is that they themselves were not a victim of the crime, but in some way they had 
some relationship to what occurred," Walburn said. "For instance, a secondary victim would be the 
child of a mother that was a victim of domestic violence and witnessed that happening. While they 
themselves were not victimized, they were impacted by it." 

Marcus died after being left in a closet - bound in a blanket with tape - while Carroll, 32, and his wife, 
Liz, 33, attended a reunion of her family in Grant County, Ky., the weekend of Aug. 4, 2006. 

In a letter to an assistant to Robert Welch, the warden at the Toledo prison holding David Carroll, 
officials with Children's Protective Services asked that the kids be allowed to visit their father. 

"I understand they cannot visit because of a misunderstanding that they are secondary victims to the 
murder of Marcus Fiesel," stated the March letter, which was signed by social worker Brook Lorthioir 
and signed off on as "approved" by Susan Grabowski, a supervisor with Children's Protective 
Services.

"During the investigation into Marcus' death, that information had erroneously been repeated in a 
number of stories in the media," the letter stated. "However, during the investigation, there was no 
evidence that any of the children witnessed Marcus' final confinement in the closet or ... his death." 

The letter didn't mention that the surviving children also had been bound by the Union Township 
couple, which The Enquirer reported during its coverage of the 2007 court cases. 

Amy Baker, the key prosecution witness, testified during Liz Carroll's murder trial in Common Pleas 
Court that the other kids were bound to ease their concerns after they witnessed Marcus have his 
hands taped behind his back on multiple occasions. 

The Carrolls hoped their kids would think it was just a game to bind Marcus, who was 
developmentally disabled, Baker told the court. 

David Carroll pleaded guilty after prosecutors said they would call one of his sons to the witness 
stand to testify that he had seen his father repeatedly tape Marcus' hands behind his back - and also 
subjected his other children to domestic violence. 

The kids - an 11-year-old girl who David Carroll fathered with Christie Lee Adams and three boys 
ages 10, 8 and 5 who he fathered with Liz Carroll - were surrendered by the Carrolls to the custody of 
Children's Protective Services in November. Both cited their imprisonment as the reason. 



In general, prison "visits are not for the benefit of the parents, they are for the benefit of their 
biological children," said Tim Dick, deputy director of Children's Protective Services. 

"They often times blame themselves for their parents being in prison (and) permanently surrendering 
custody of them," Dick said. 

Decisions on whether it's in the best interest of a child to visit a parent in prison are made in 
consultation with a child's therapist and the court-appointed lawyer who represents the child's legal 
interests, Dick said. 

David Carroll had been allowed to have visits by his kids before being transferred to the Toledo prison 
from the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility in Lucasville, the letter from Children's Protective 
Services stated. 

Liz Carroll, who is serving a life sentence in the Ohio Reformatory for Women in Marysville for the 
murder of Marcus, initially was denied visits by the kids. That restriction has been lifted. 

Both Carrolls "went through the same process of getting special permission - they're not restricted," 
Walburn said. 

"I can't really tell you their history of visiting," Walburn said of the children. 

The Carrolls would be allowed visits as long as the guardian of the kids granted permission, Walburn 
said. 

"In this case, if there was children's services involved, custodians involved, those folks would be 
consulted before we would allow a visit to occur," Walburn said. 

Judge Stephanie Wyler of Juvenile Court entrusted care of the kids to Debra Hounshell of Union 
Township, the mother of David Carroll. 

"The children have been in individual counseling since they came into agency care, and they are 
thriving in the care of their paternal grandmother," stated the letter from Children's Protective 
Services. "They look forward to the visits with their father, and we hope these visits can continue." 
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Full parole board will review 
case file of man convicted in 
1984 attack

September 6, 2009 

by Phil Keren 

Editor

A Cuyahoga Falls woman will have to wait a little 
longer to find out if the man convicted of 
kidnapping, raping and attempting to kill her in 
1984 will continue serving in the Toledo 
Correctional Institution or be released from prison.

An Ohio Parole Board member on Sept. 1 referred 
Samuel Herring's case to a "Central Office Board 
review," said JoEllen Smith, a spokesperson with 
the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction.

This means that a majority of the parole board will 
review the case, and according to Smith, they can 
"continue the individual in prison or recommend a 
release date." 

This referral occurred after the parole board 
member met with Herring for about 30 minutes via 
video conference Sept. 1. 

Herring was found guilty in June 1984 of 
kidnapping, rape, aggravated robbery, felonious 
sexual penetration, felonious assault, aggravated 
arson, and attempt to commit murder in connection 
with an attack on Phyllis Cottle on March 20, 
1984. The attack also left Cottle blind. 

After being found guilty, Herring was sentenced 
by then-Summit County Court of Common Pleas 
Judge James P. Winter to 169 to 290 years in 
prison.

"I'm very relieved he wasn't granted parole," said 
Cottle, who added she was "sure that all of the 
letters and petitions and stuff that have gone down 
[opposing his release] played a good part in his 



[case] being held over" for the entire board to 
review the file. 

Smith explained the board will perform "an 
administrative review of the inmate's file." 

Herring will not be present at this meeting, 
according to Smith, who said the board will review 
Herring's case and the charges he was convicted of, 
his behavior while in prison, his future plans if he 
is released from prison, and any programs he has 
participated in while incarcerated. 

"They also look at things like victim impact and 
community attitudes," said Smith, who added the 
Ohio Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
has received 3,903 letters or signatures on petitions 
in opposition to releasing Herring, and two pieces 
of correspondence in favor of releasing him. 

"That's a good showing from the public," said 
Cottle, who added she wished other victims would 
receive the same level of support. 

Smith said the parole board should make a 
decision "within the next 60 to 90 days." 

If the board elects to continue the sentence, Smith 
said the board would also decide when the next 
parole hearing would take place. 

Now, Cottle said, "it's another matter of waiting ... 
There's a sense of relief, at least for the time 
being."

E-mail: pkeren@recordpub.com 

Phone: 330-686-3940 
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Have your day in court via secure Web video 
BY SHAWN FOUCHER

Sunday, September 6, 2009 1:52 AM EDT 

SANDUSKY

Erie County Common Pleas Court will christen its new video-
conferencing system on a felon from Canada. 

Court and county officials say the long-awaited system will officially be 
used before the end of the year, though possibly within the next month. 

"It's just like Webcams, basically, only a little more sophisticated," said 
Todd Dempsey, the Erie County Sheriff's captain who has headed up the 
program from the sheriff's end. "We're trying to gear the Canada case as 
the kickoff for the program." 

Why test it on a Canadian who's facing low-level felonies for forgery, 
misuse of credit cards and stolen property? 

"It's a major cost savings," Dempsey said. 

Erie County IT director Bob Lange estimated the video-conferencing system will save the sheriff's office 
anywhere from $3,000 to $5,000 in Nicola Edwards' case, since it eliminates the need to transport him to the 
states. 

The $48,000 system has been on the want list for Erie County Common Pleas court for some time, but Lange 
and others are close to wrapping up loose ends and giving it the green light. 

It was tested once in Judge Tygh Tone's courtroom, but it hasn't been used officially, Dempsey said. 

The system includes an LCD television in each courtroom, and a swiveling camera mounted on top of the TV. 

A similar setup would have to be on the opposite end, such as a prison, so both ends can communicate back 
and forth with sight and sound. 

The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections, or ODRC, has a system where inmates with court 
dates can appear in county courtrooms by way of a video-conferencing program. 

ODRC's program is primarily used for educational and medical purposes, but also for court hearings. The 
educational aspect is for inmates enrolled in school, while the medical aspect lets inmates appear in front of a 
doctor without leaving prison, said Julie Walburn, department spokeswoman. 

Both those systems are also used for court appearances, Walburn said. 

"A lot of it is based on what the court wants to do," Walburn said. "A lot of it is used on a case-by-case basis." 

That said, Erie County officials are taking an ambitious step as they roll out their new program. 

The videoconferencing screen is 

displayed in Judge Roger Binette's 

courtroom in Erie County Common Pleas 

Court. Register photo/SHAWN FOUCHER



Canadian Nicola Edwards is currently in an Ontario prison for criminal charges in that country, but he was 
indicted by an Erie County grand jury in June 2007 for crimes allegedly committed here. 

Rather than have someone schlep Edwards across the border for his arraignment, Common Pleas Judge Roger 
Binette has agreed to try out the new video-conferencing system in his courtroom -- as long as it preserves 
Edwards' rights. 

"Economically it's very feasible," said Mary Ann Barylski, Erie County's chief assistant prosecutor. "And yet 
you can still preserve his rights. That's paramount." 

Binette said he initially had some concerns, explaining that there are limited uses for the system. 

If Edwards' case were to proceed to a trial phase, for instance, Edwards would have to be brought to the states 
to appear in person. 

Dempsey said he hopes the case plays out within the next month, though Barylski said it's likely to occur at 
least before year's end. 

At a recent county commissioners meeting, Lange, the county's IT director, said the system could save the 
county up to $125,000 on labor costs by erasing the need for prisoner transportation. Other savings -- 
additional thousands of dollars -- could be saved in fuel costs. 

Among the Erie County and state agencies that will be tied into the Erie County's video-conferencing system: 
the county jail, Common Pleas Court, ODRC and its many prisons, and the Ohio Department of Youth 
Services. 

Binette cautioned that the projected savings may be a little too generous, since the program can't be used as 
frequently as some suspect. 

"Some people in the system have this belief we can use it for all kinds of stuff," Binette said. 

Whatever the case, Dempsey said he's excited the system is on the horizon. He credited Lange for 
spearheading the project. 

"He's a tremendous asset to the county," Dempsey said of Lange. "He's one of the major drivers behind the 
new program." 

But the benefits of the new system won't be seen in dollars alone, either. 

Dempsey said there's an unspoken security benefit, since inmates won't have to be driven around. 

"It's a whole gamut of things," Dempsey said. 



Attorney General files large wage lawsuits 
Minimum-wage suit says workers underpaid by $408,000; 
prevailing-wage suit, $508,000
Saturday,  September 5, 2009 6:07 AM

BY STEVE WARTENBERG

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

Filing of the largest minimum wage case in Ohio history is among 
several actions taken yesterday on behalf of more than 200 workers 
who the state says were underpaid by a total of $917,000.  
     
Angels Learning Center, which has several day-care locations in 
central Ohio, underpaid some employees by as much as $10,000, 
according to the lawsuits filed jointly yesterday by the Ohio attorney 
general and the Ohio Department of Commerce.  
     
It's being called the largest minimum-wage case in the state's 
history, with 150 workers underpaid by about $408,000.  
     
The state's minimum wage is $7.30.  
    
 "It's sad that on this Labor Day weekend, when we celebrate the 
contributions of the American worker, we are reminded that abuses 
like these still occur," Attorney General Richard Cordray said in a 
statement.  
     
The state agencies also filed a lawsuit against developer 770 West 
Broad AGA and contractors Leed Construction and Anchor Realty 
Construction, all located at 8 E. Long St.  
     
The lawsuit alleges that the companies paid 65 workers less than 
the prevailing wage during a renovation project at 770 W. Broad St. 
to provide office space for the state's Department of Rehabilitation 
and Correction.  
     
During the project, the companies "(paid) them at a rate incommensurate with the work performed, 
(paid) them less than the prevailing wage as required by law and (paid) them for fewer hours than they 
worked," according to court documents.  
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The cost to workers was about $508,000.  
     
"They were paid in the range of $8 to $12 an hour, and at times they were paid under the table," said 
Ted Hart, a spokesman for the attorney general's office. "Prevailing wage in this case, depending on 
the craft, was in the neighborhood of $30 an hour."  
     
This is one of the largest prevailing-wage cases in several years, Cordray said.  
     
The lawsuit against the daycare center owner seeks $408,000 for the minimum wages owed workers 
and double that amount, $816,000, in required penalties.  
     
The lawsuit against 770 West Broad, Leed Construction and Anchor Realty Construction asks for 
$508,000 in unpaid wages and the same amount in penalties.  
    
 "We have no comment at this time," said Mark Gutentag, attorney for Angels Learning Center.  
     
Jason Gunsorek, president of Anchor Realty and managing member of 770 West Broad, did not return 
phone calls seeking comment.  
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Cash-strapped states revise laws to get inmates out 

Mandatory sentencing laws are relaxed, parole is accelerated, and time off for good behavior is 
increased as states scramble to save money. 

By Nicholas Riccardi 

September 5, 2009 

Reporting from Denver 

After decades of pursuing lock-'em-up policies, states are 
scrambling to reduce their prison populations in the face of tight 
budgets, making fundamental changes to their criminal justice 
systems as they try to save money. 

Some states are revising mandatory-sentencing laws that locked up 
nonviolent offenders; others are recalculating the way prison time is 
counted.

California, with the nation's second-largest prison system, is 
considering perhaps the most dramatic proposal -- releasing 40,000 
inmates to save money and comply with a court ruling that found 
the state's prisons overcrowded. 

Colorado will accelerate parole for nearly one-sixth of its prison 
population. Kentucky has already granted early release to more than 3,000 inmates. Oregon has temporarily 
nullified a voter initiative calling for stiffer sentences for some crimes, and has increased by 10% the time inmates 
get off their sentences for good behavior. 

The flurry of activity has led to an unusual phenomenon -- bureaucrats and politicians expressing relief at the tight 
times. "The budget has actually helped us," said Russ Marlan, a spokesman for the Corrections Department in 
Michigan, which increased its parole board by 50% this year to speed up releases. 

"When you're not having budget troubles, that's when we implemented many of these lengthy drug sentences and 
zero-tolerance policies [that] really didn't work," he said. 

Though prison budgets grew steadily over the last 20 years, a recent survey found that 26 states cut their 
corrections budgets this year. The reductions range from the small-scale -- such as putting in energy-efficient 
lightbulbs -- to sweeping changes like the early releases. 

"States are saying, 'We can't build our way to public safety, especially when budgets are tight,' " said Adam Gelb, 
head of the Pew Center on the States' Public Safety Performance Project. "For the most part, state leaders are not 
holding their noses and making these changes just to balance their budgets. They're beginning to realize that 
research-based strategies can lead to less crime at far less cost than prison." 

Many states have expanded credit for good behavior. Others have made legal tweaks, such as raising the minimum 
amount of damage required for a property crime to be a felony. Some, like New York, have overhauled long-



criticized mandatory sentencing laws that sent nonviolent, first-time drug offenders to state prison.

These efforts, however, have already run into resistance. 

In Ohio, a bill to quintuple the time inmates can earn for good behavior stalled in the state Senate over objections 
from prosecutors and some Republicans. The bill's sponsor, GOP state Sen. Bill Seitz, said that even Democrats in 
the state House were wary of helping out. 

"They conjure up images of possible Willie Horton ad campaigns," said Seitz, referring to the notorious ad that 
accused 1988 Democratic presidential candidate Michael S. Dukakis of letting a rapist out of prison prematurely. 

Still, Seitz has vowed to try to get his bill passed this fall. He says that a raft of mandatory-sentencing laws left 
state prisons dangerously overcrowded. "We are putting 10 pounds in a 5-pound bag." 

Corrections has become the second-fastest-growing item in state budgets, second only to Medicaid. And, unlike 
Medicaid and many other programs, states pay for prisons with almost no help from Washington. 

In Colorado, 9% of the state budget goes to corrections. More taxpayer dollars go to house its 23,000 prisoners 
than to educate the 220,000 students at Colorado's public universities, noted Evan Dreyer, a spokesman for 
Democratic Gov. Bill Ritter Jr. 

The state has gone through severe cuts already this year -- it lopped 10.5% off of its budget in June. Ritter later cut 
an additional $320 million and counted on saving $44 million over two years by letting 2,600 ex-cons end their 
probation early and having the parole board consider earlier parole for 3,500 inmates. 

A nonpartisan commission recommended the moves in December, and Dreyer noted that inmates eligible for faster 
parole were already nearing release. "These are people who are getting out of prison anyway within six months," 
he said. 

The parole board has started considering whom to let out, but Republicans have attacked the plan as too risky. "It's 
inevitable these people will commit crimes," said state Senate Minority Leader Josh Penry, who hopes to challenge 
Ritter in next year's governor's race. 

In Oregon, legislators closed a $78-million shortfall in the public safety budget this summer by delaying the 
implementation of a measure that increases sentences for certain drug and property crimes. 

They also raised the credit that inmates get for good behavior from 20% of their sentence to 30%, starting next 
year.

"We needed to save some money, at least in the short term," said state Rep. Jeff Barker, a former police lieutenant. 
"It wasn't easy." Indeed, anti-crime activists are preparing a ballot measure to reverse the changes. 

In Kentucky, the budget has been pressed for some time, but it was a finding that the state had the fastest-growing 
prison population in the country that spurred Democratic Gov. Steve Beshear and the Legislature to act. 

The state recalculated the time that convicts who have violated their parole must serve in prison. If convicts have 
not committed new crimes and violated only a technical term of their parole (failing a drug test, for example), they 
are credited for time they spent on parole out of prison before the violation. 

Jennifer Brislin, a spokeswoman for the state's Justice and Public Safety Cabinet, said officials decided that 
offenders who do not commit new crimes while on probation deserve some reward. "That should be worth as much 
as sitting on the state's dime, behind a fence," she said. 

State Atty. Gen. Jack Conway sued to overturn the thousands of early releases, arguing that a retroactive change to 
sentences is illegal and risky. The case was heard before the Kentucky Supreme Court in August.



"To go back retroactively as a budget-saving measure and . . . release violent offenders is, to me, irresponsible," 
Conway said. 

Still, Conway said that he too was concerned about the prison population, and that he wanted to bring it down by 
targeting nonviolent offenders for early release and expanding drug courts. 

"If we're going to deal with the issue," he said, "we have to be smart about it." 

nicholas.riccardi@latimes.com

Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times
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Lights Out at the Penitentiary
SEPTEMBER 5, 2009

Strapped States are Shutting Prisons, But Moving 1,1 00 Inmates -- Beds and All -- Is a Trial 

By GARY FIELDS

KINCHELOE, Mich. -- Jeffrey Woods, warden of the Hi awatha Correctional Facility here at the eastern end of 
Michigan's Upper Peninsula, was vacationing on Lake Huron when his cellphone rang on July 1. 

The message from his boss: Hiawatha, which had been slated to shut down in October as part of a sweeping downsizing 
of the state's prison system, would now have to close by Aug. 7. That meant he had just five weeks to ship out 1,100 
inmates and 207 staff. 

"I stopped sleeping" after that, says Mr. Woods, who kept a to-do list by his bed and wrote down new tasks when he was 
jolted awake in the middle of the night. 

The scramble to empty Hiawatha prison is part of a rapid shift in thinking about how many people shoul d be locked up 
in the U.S., and for what crimes. 

For three decades, state and local governments built and filled jails to make good on promises to get tough on crime. 
Now, the recession and collapsing budgets are forcing an about face. 

Prisons are one of the biggest single line items in many state budgets, in part because nearly five times as many people 
are now behind bars as in the 1970s. From California to New York, officials are now closing penitentiaries and releasing 
inmates early. At least 26 states have cut corrections spending in fiscal year 2010, and at least 17 are closing prisons or 
reducing their inmate populations, according to the Vera Institute on Justice, a criminal-justice reform organization in 
New York. 

The problem is especially acute in Michigan. Inmates here on average serve 127% of their court-ordered minimum 
sentences, well beyond the sentences of inmates in other states that offer parole, according to the Council of State 
Governments Justice Center. The state last year spent $2 billion on prisons, and one third of all stat e employees work 
for the department of corrections, which is among t he highest percentage in the nation. With the collapse of the auto 
industry, the pressure to pare these costs is high. 

Earlier this year, Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm expanded the parole and clemency board from 10 members to 15 
and announced the state's prison population of 48,000 would be cut by 4,000 inmates. Seven correctional facilities have
closed so far this year, including Hiawatha; the state has announced it will shutter another four. At least one of those 
four might remain open as Michigan considers accepting detainees from Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and prisoners from 
other states. Officials from the federal government recently toured a maximum-security state prison in  Standish, Mich., 



as a possible new home for prisoners held at Guantanamo. 

But Hiawatha didn't get such a reprieve. That is why on the morning of July 28, Warden Woods was in his office at 7 
a.m. poring over closure plans. Hiawatha, a so-called secure level-one prison, held everyone from burglars to second-
degree murderers. Outside Mr. Woods's office, 40 inmates, each wearing arm and leg restraints, boarded a bus with 
dark-tinted windows headed 200 miles away to another prison where they would serve out the rest of their sentences. 
More buses and vans would be rolling later in the day, some carrying inmates as far away as Marquette Branch Prison, 
more than four hours west of here. 

Before inmates could be moved, staff had to consider details like where their co-defendants were located. In some cases,
prisoners had testified against co-defendants, or vice versa, and there was bad blood. Gang affiliations also had to be 
taken into account; wardens didn't want rival gang members ending up in the same place, or worse, cell block. Medical 
needs and escape histories were factored in, too. 

In his office, behind the heavy, sliding security bars that mark the entrance to the inside of the facility, deputy warden 
Duncan MacLaren was fielding calls for linens, desks and floor fans from the facilities that were taki ng Hiawatha's 
inmates. Some of the 16 facilities were also asking that beds, mattresses and lockers be sent before the inmates. 

Between calls, Mr. MacLaren played the role of therapist to Hiawatha's staff. He counseled employees who were worried
about making it on reduced pay since several of them were being demoted as a result of job transfers. He was in the 
same boat, demoted to an assistant deputy warden at another prison. 

In the center of the prison yard Officer Al Pennell  and several other officers scanned the grounds, waiting for prisoners 
who had not been transferred yet to filter through,  unit by unit, for lunch. The huge garden that inma tes had grown over
the years was beginning to show signs of neglect as staff and prisoners got too busy to weed it. 

The president of the local chapter of the union representing the officers, Mr. Pennell had also been inundated with calls 
and inquiries from guards being transferred. Nine o fficers from Hiawatha would lose their jobs once th e prison closed. 
Although many were transferring to other prisons loc ated on the same 7,200-acre site, there were still concerns over a 
lack of familiarity with those prisons -- their ope rations, layouts, schedules. Some questioned whether they would be 
able to take vacations they had put in for before the news broke that Hiawatha was closing. 

There was little talk among the inmates as they walked past, many of them glowering at the officers. Mr. Pennell says he
tells friends to keep a close watch over their kids. "We know what we're letting go. We see all the files," he says, referring
to the inmates throughout the system who are being released early. 

The decisions about whom to parole are made 250 miles away in Lansing, where the Michigan Parole Board occupies 
the third floor of the Department of Corrections he adquarters. Without a quick reduction in the prison  population, 
prisons and camps can't be shut down. Of Hiawatha's 1,100 inmates, 25 were paroled under the recent push to get 
prisoners out of the system faster. 

Parole board member Miguel Berrios was one of the people responsible for thinning the prison's ranks. On the 
afternoon of July 29, he sat in his office eating microwaveable soup. He had just finished interviewin g an inmate at 
another prison, one with mental issues who sexually assaulted a small child. It was Mr. Berrios's 20th hearing of the 
day. Once, parole board officials had to visit prisons in person before deciding to release an inmate. Now, hearings are 
done via video conference. Most interviews last 15 to 20 minutes, although some end quickly because inmates figure it is
no use. 

His questions for inmates are geared towards getting them to take responsibility for their crimes. He also wants to know
if a prisoner has availed himself of the various programs inside. For people who have been turned down for parole 



before, he asks questions like, "You've been inside 10 years beyond your early release date. Why is that?" 

One person Mr. Berrios recently recommended for parole was a man he arrested in the 1970s when Mr. Berrios was a 
police officer in Grand Rapids. He was also the man's probation officer at one point; at another time,  he pursued him 
when the defendant absconded and became a fugitive. The crimes were never violent, but "he doesn't respect other 
people's property," Mr. Berrios said. "This guy had been with me 30 years. During the interview I told  him we both need 
to retire." Mr. Berrios said he asked the inmate, who had served 20 years on his last offense, if he'd learned anything. 
"He said, 'Yeah, don't do this in Michigan.' " 

Michigan officials had been reluctant to parole inm ates after a 1992 case in which a paroled sex offender, Leslie Allen 
Williams, killed four young women in Oakland County . The budget crunch has changed that. At the end of 2008, there 
were 12,000 prisoners in the Michigan prison system who were eligible for parole, but hadn't been released. In recent 
months, 3,000 of them have been paroled. 

The volume of parole interviews has climbed from a rate of about 400 to 500 a week last year to as many as 1,200 a 
week this year, says Charles Sinclair, the parole board administrator. Parole approvals in July were u p 36% over the 
same time in 2008. 

Critics say the rush to parole prisoners could lead to mistakes. It is "a risky strategy, no question. I don't think it's a very
good plan," says Michigan State Sen. Wayne Kuipers, who chairs the state's Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. Kuipers says Michigan historically has struggled with a poor recidivism rate, and that within 18 t o 24 months of 
their release, 62% of parolees reoffend. He says the state has been testing some new re-entry programs for released 
inmates and he would rather see how successful those are before increasing paroles. 

Mr. Sinclair of the parole board says new risk assessments, including one which can predict the likeli hood that sex 
offender will re-offend, give board members more confidence. 

"I am 100% positive we're doing the right thing," s ays Patricia Caruso, director of Michigan's Department of 
Corrections, of both the push for parole and the reentry programs. "Every dollar spent on corrections is a dollar not 
spent on education." 

But, she says, she also lives in fear that a parolee will victimize someone and commit a new crime. "I  can guarantee 
something bad will happen. Parolees, like you and I, are human beings and have free will," she says. "I know something 
bad will happen and I'm going to own it when it does . I say the rosary several times a day." 

Back at Hiawatha on July 30, the furniture breakdown  and turnstile departures continued as beds were disassembled, 
lockers moved and living areas emptied. The 10 open bays in each housing unit were initially built to house four men 
each in a dormitory style setting, meaning no doors and no privacy. That number had climbed as high as eight per bay 
over the years. 

With just a few days to have the prison clear of inmates, there were still 420 prisoners left to be transferred. The night 
shift was rousting the mornings' travelers out of b ed at 3:45 a.m. Another group of 40 men showered, ate breakfast, then
headed back to their unit for the last head count they would have at Hiawatha. By 6 a.m. they'd be on a bus. When 
everyone was gone, only the buildings would remain: The state hasn't yet decided on Hiawatha's future. 

Standing in the unit where he began as an officer on the night shift in 1989, Warden Woods said the closure was 
bittersweet. "I'm here at the end. I was here at the beginning," he said. 

By Aug. 7, all the prisoners were gone and the warden faced the reports and requests on his desk, several of them from 
other wardens seeking equipment. Among the nearly 300 requests: the ladles from the dining hall. 
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Paula Bryant: Prisons partner with pups
Paula Bryant
My View

The Florida Department of Corrections has been slowly going to the dogs over the last two years, and 
I couldn't be happier. 

Last month marked the second anniversary of the Undergoing Training and Obedience in Prison 
(UTOPIA) program at Taylor Correctional Institution in Perry, the first program of its kind in Florida 
prisons. 

UTOPIA puts "last chance" rescue dogs from the Leon Community Animal Service Center together 
with prison inmates and gives each a second chance to succeed. UTOPIA dogs are obedience-
trained by inmates at Taylor Work Camp, who were themselves trained to do this work by 
professional dog trainer Jay King. 

The idea is that the inmates might turn their dog-training skills into a job upon release, and that the 
dogs will find a "forever home" upon completion of their eight to 10 weeks of training, when they're 
returned to the Animal Service Center. So far, it's working pretty well. Who wouldn't want a dog that 
obeys commands, can walk on a leash without straining, and is housebroken and crate-trained? 

Today, the department has three more inmate dog training programs, one each at Wakulla 
Correctional near Tallahassee, Gainesville Correctional and Gulf Forestry Camp in Wewahitchka. 
More than 200 dogs have been adopted through these programs, for prices ranging from $45 to 
$180. To see some still looking for homes, go to the Department of Corrections Web site 
(www.dc.state.fl.us) and scroll down until you see "Will you adopt me?" on the home page. 

State agencies are always touting their "community partnerships," but this one actually works. I went 
to a graduation ceremony for Wakulla's Paws in Prison (PIP) program, where they invite the new dog 
owners to the ceremony at the prison work camp so they can talk to the inmate who trained their dog 
and get tips on what the dog likes while they're filling out their paperwork. 

I know this sounds weird, but people who have never been in a prison before are always surprised at 
how clean and orderly they are, and that helps demystify what we do. It helps, too, that our partners 
like the human dynamos who administer our PIP program; Cathy Sherman and Susan Yelton are out 
in the community talking up the program and fundraising constantly, making these adoptions happen. 
Gulf's community liaison, Sandi Christy, has those dogs adopted before they even graduate! 

From the prison perspective, the programs aren't just alleviating idleness and teaching inmates a skill. 
A warden told me that the dog dorm in his prison had the fewest disciplinary reports on the 
compound, because the inmates don't want to get kicked out of the program. From a warden's 
perspective, keeping inmates busy, and not fighting, is a good thing. Other inmates on the compound 
like it, too. An inmate at Wakulla who was not in the PIP program said he and the other inmates just 
liked having the dogs around. 

Department staff likes having them around, too. A number of Corrections employees have adopted 
dogs themselves, and others, particularly lawyers in our Tallahassee headquarters, have taken up the 
cause. This Canine Crew has worked closely with the Animal Service Center's Lisa Glunt to make 
sure UTOPIA dogs, who are used to 24/7 attention from inmates, get walked frequently at the Animal 
Center until they are adopted. To that end, several of these DC employees have become certified 
Animal Center volunteers, and they've morphed from dog walkers to animal foster parents to rabies 
clinic volunteers to working adoption booths and beyond — a "community partnership" in the truest 



sense. 

The leader of the pack, Legal Beagle Rhesa Rudolph, started a Pennies for Puppies campaign that 
garnered several hundred dollars for one of our needier dog programs. This partnership has extended 
to Wakulla County's Animal Control, where staff has delivered much-needed blankets, food and other 
supplies. 

The programs have had highs and lows. One older dog, Maddie-Boo, who was returned to the 
shelter, was joyfully reunited with her original owners when they saw her advertised in the Northeast 
Chronicle. Another dog didn't fare as well, when her new owners brought her back to the Animal 
Service Center malnourished and obviously abused. I don't know what it says about a society when a 
prison full of inmates treats a vulnerable animal with more love and care than a "law abiding" citizen. 

Thankfully, that was a rare case. In fact, the best part of this program is the "community relationships" 
these dogs have forged with their new owners. Here are a few of my favorites from the owners: 

�z Having Pooh join our family has meant the world to us. He is an amazing dog: sweet, loyal, cuddly, 
obedient, playful, calm, great with kids, and handsome (gosh, doesn't he know it!). Pooh has enriched 
our lives in so many unexpected ways. The moments of laughter, joy, and silliness that he has 
brought us in the past 8 months that he has been with us have brought us all closer together. This is 
just the beginning! 

�z Izzy has been a wonderful addition to our family. She is a beautiful, intelligent, one-of-a-kind dog. 
She has brought us a great deal of joy with all of the silly things she does. I can't imagine life without 
her now. 

�z Kiva (our adoption from Paws in Prison) and Kiba (our male we already had adopted from the 
shelter) are best of friends — they go everywhere together and do not want to be apart. They both 
have become a part of our family. This picture is from Thanksgiving in Pensacola — they were the hit 
of the family reunion. 

�z Who knew being on a sailboat could be so much fun! I used to be called Baby but my dad decided 
that was too wimpy a name for such a good boat dog so he calls me Scraps. I get to ride in Dad's 
truck all the time too. I'm a good helper and Dad loves taking me to work with him. 

Additional Facts
Come Support our Pups

�z Wakulla Correctional Institution's Paws in Prison program will have a Dog Walk and Silent Auction 
at 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, at Railroad Square. There will be dog demonstrations, dog washes, 
music, food, doggie photos and more. contact Cathy Sherman at cathy@pawsinprison.net. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

�z Paula Bryant works in the public affairs office of the Florida Department of Corrections and is a 
former member of the Democrat's Citizen Editorial Board. Contact her at PTBryant@aol.com. 
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Michigan prison closure rattles small-town economy

As Michigan's economy worsened last year, Michael Hester decided it was time to leave the private sector to 
work in the prison system, figuring a state job as a corrections officer would be more stable. 

"I left a better paying job thinking I'd have better security," he said. "I guessed wrong." 

On Aug. 8, Hester was laid off from his as job at Kinross Correctional Facility in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. 
In just one day, the town lost two of its four prisons and nearly 80 officers. One facility shut down, and two 
other prisons were consolidated into one. Thirty-five officers were laid off, and 43 were transferred to prisons 
elsewhere in the state, while about 1,000 inmates were relocated out of town or paroled. 

Hester made $15.23 an hour as a corrections officer. But now, on unemployment, he's afraid that he and his 
wife might lose their house. 

"In another month or two, money's going to be real tight," he said. "I can't make another mortgage payment on 
unemployment. I've been looking around [for another job,] but there isn't much out there." 

Hester's former boss, Warden Jeff Woods, said that he worked hard to avoid layoffs over the past year by 
minimizing new hires as older workers retired. 

Despite Woods' efforts, that's still 200 fewer jobs in the community including the layoffs and transfers. "Those 
jobs are gone," he said. 

From military base to prison town

Larry Palma came to Kinross as an 18-year-old recruit in the 1960s to serve at the local Air Force base. The 
town seemed bleak at first. "I got dropped off at the flagpole in the middle of winter at one o' clock in the 
morning," he said. "But then I learned to love it because I really love to hunt and fish." After he finished his 
military time, Palma decided to stay, and now he's the Township Supervisor. 

The Air Force built the base during World War II, and it was a major driver of the local economy until it closed 
in 1977. But town officials successfully lobbied the state to convert part of the abandoned facility into a prison.

"The prison system is what saved us from becoming just a no-man's land," said Palma. 
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Barracks that were once temporary residences for airmen are now the permanent homes of convicts serving life 
sentences. The grounds where military personnel use to train and drill are now prison yards where inmates play 
basketball and lift weights. The remaining prisons, Kinross and Chippewa Correctional Facility, are surrounded 
by tall double-fences of gleaming razor wire. The now-shuttered Hiawatha facility stands empty, except for the 
personnel who are stripping it down for equipment that can be transferred to other prisons. 

Now Palma is concerned for its survival once again. "As far as the whole impact, we don't know how major it's 
going to be yet; we just know it's not going to be good," he said. "We know that it's not going to get better. We 
know that it's going to get worse." 

Kinross Deputy Supervisor Dorothy Johnson said the economic results have been "devastating" in this small 
town, whose 4,300 inmates outnumber its 3,600 residents. 

As a result of the closure, Johnson said the town no longer gets $20,000 a month for water utilities it used to 
provide to Hiawatha. The town will also no longer be eligible for nearly $30,000 in annual state revenue it 
received from the 1,000 inmates who were transferred elsewhere, as a result of the drop in population. 
Furthermore, those prisoners used to draw up to 5,000 annual visitors who would spend money in the town's 
stores, restaurants and gas stations. 

But the greatest damage, she said, is to the local real estate market. "For sale" signs have popped up all over 
town, but there are few buyers. 

Housing demand started to dry up in the spring, when rumors first emerged of the imminent closure, according 
to Joan Reed, associate broker and owner at RE/MAX Eagle Properties in Kinross. 

"Potential homeowners and buyers definitely put the brakes on, not just because of a prison closure, but because 
of the potential for more," she said. 

Reed said the instability of the state prison system has changed the way realtors and lenders view officers, who 
were once considered prime candidates for loans. 

Now, she said, a typical corrections officer is considered "probably as a weaker candidate for financing, 
especially if the income of the family is solely dependent on the corrections officer's income." 

A tough job, but it pays the bills

Warden Woods, who used to head Hiawatha and continues to lead the Kinross prison, said the average pay for a 
local corrections officer is about $24 an hour. 

"In Michigan, that's a comfortable living," he said. "You're not going to get rich, but certainly you can pay your 
bills." 

And according to Jim Johnson, a union representative for corrections officers who has worked at Kinross for 21 
years, the guards earn every penny. 

"When you're in there, it's a different world," he said. "Some days are like being in combat in there. Other days 
are pretty easy, but still, the stress is always there." 

Johnson, who is married to Kinross Deputy Supervisor Dorothy Johnson, said a single guard watches over 
almost a hundred inmates in the prison's housing unit. 



�

"As a corrections officer, when you walk in the door and you've got 96 inmates you'll be working with for eight 
hours, you better have good communications skills," said Johnson. "You can't just use brute force or you're not 
going to last. I've seen it tried." 

Johnson said 14 of the 35 laid-off officers have been hired back, but he is worried there will be another wave of 
pink slips, and former guards like Hester aren't expecting to get called back. 

"I wish the decision makers in [the state capital of] Lansing would spend a day in a facility and see what's it 
like," said Hester. "Because they don't need to cut correction officers. It's a dangerous job." 

Still, Hester said he would gladly walk the yard again, if only to be able to pay his mortgage. He lives in Hessel, 
a farm-dotted area near shimmering Lake Huron, where bald eagles are a common sight. He doesn't want to 
leave it behind, but he realizes that he may have to, even if it means losing his home. 

"I could put it up for sale, but it's going to sit there like everything else, because there's nothing selling right 
now," said Hester. "If I have to lose the house and look for a job somewhere else, I guess I will, but I don't want 
to leave Michigan. I was born and raised here. I hate to leave it. But I have to do what I have to do." Have you 
suffered a setback because of the economy? What are you doing to overcome it and get back on track? If you've 
been confronted with some challenge during this recession but are fighting back, send an email to 
realstories@cnnmoney.com and you could be profiled in an upcoming segment on CNN. For the 
CNNMoney.com Comment Policy, click here. 

Please note that an e-mail message, or a portion thereof, may be releasable as a public record in accordance with Chapter 149 of the Ohio Revised Code.
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Article published September 8, 2009 

Wood juvenile detention meets state standards

BOWLING GREEN — The Wood County Juvenile Detention Center was in compliance with 100 percent of state 
standards during its annual inspection this summer.

Juvenile Court Judge David Woessner said inspectors with the Ohio Department of Youth Services visited the 48-bed 
detention center July 15 and recently notified him the center met 197 out of 197 mandatory and recommended 
standards. 

The standards cover administration and management, personnel procedures, fiscal matters, training and staff 
development, and security and control. 
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SOCF Union Takes Next Step With Picket
by Frank Lewis 
09.07.09 - 11:00 pm 

With a controversy swirling around the 
Southern Ohio Correctional Facility 
concerning management and the 
state’s decision to close at least four 
outer perimeter towers, and the union 
fighting the decision tooth and nail, the 
rank and file is making the next move.

“On Sept. 9 and 10 an informational 
picket will be held across from the 
prison,” OCSEA Chapter 7330 Vice 
President Mike Dillow said. 

Dillow said the union is enlisting the 
support of the general public in their 

opposition to the closing of the towers. 

“We want them to come out and support and take a stand to help us fight to keep 
our guard towers open,” Dillow said. 

The state is asking for the closing of four of the perimeter towers as a way of 
achieving the goal of eliminating 11 posts. According to the union, they are 
counter-proposing the closure of J1 cell block on all three shifts, which would 
equal six posts; eliminate the PM Recreation shift, four posts; eliminate the 
mental health escort, which would be .5 post; and eliminate CC1 third shift, one 
more post. 

“The towers they want to close are the towers that played a vital role during the 
prison riot,” Dillow said. 

On April 11, 1993, Easter Sunday, approximately 450 prisoners in cellblock L at 
SOCF rioted, killing corrections Officer Robert Vallandingham and nine other 
inmates. 

Dillow said the informational picket line will last the entire day. 

“We’ll start at 7 a.m. and go until 10 p.m.,” Dillow said. “We want citizens to 
come and show their support and voice their concerns.” 

The prison is located on Ohio 728 directly across from the Valley Local Schools 
in Lucasville. 

FRANK LEWIS may be reached at (740) 353-3101, ext. 232.  
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