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Top investigator to lead Public Safety Department 

Friday,  September 4, 2009 3:00 AM  

BY RANDY LUDLOW 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

Cathy Collins-Taylor is faced with bandaging wounds as she 
becomes the new director of the Ohio Department of Public Safety.

The executive director of the department's investigative unit, which 
enforces liquor, tobacco and food-stamps laws, will assume 
command Sept. 18, succeeding Henry Guzman, Gov. Ted Strickland 
announced yesterday. 

Guzman and Col. Richard H. Collins, State Highway Patrol 
superintendent, both resigned last week in a messy ending to a feud 
that fractured relationships among many of the agency's civilian 
leaders and the patrol's "gray shirts." 

"I intend to move the department forward and not look back," said 
Collins-Taylor, a 26-year Columbus police officer and the city's first 
female motorcycle officer. She retired in 2004. 

"I need to get a firm grasp of what is going on in every other division" 
and will work toward "collaboration between all the divisions," said 
Collins-Taylor, investigative unit leader since early 2007. 

Among her first calls will be to name a new colonel to take over for 
Collins. "I've not given it a second of thought," she said. "It's been a 
pretty whirlwind week for me." 

In a statement, Strickland called Collins-Taylor an "experienced 
professional" who will ensure that the agency is "running effectively 
and efficiently." The 52-year-old will be paid $128,544 a year. 

She is married to Mike Taylor, a former Columbus police officer and 
state and national Fraternal Order of Police official who now is a 
Statehouse lobbyist. His clients include the FOP. 

Amanda Wurst, a spokeswoman for Strickland, said the governor 
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considered several candidates to replace Guzman, but she would 
not name them. Collins-Taylor rose to the top of the list because of 
her leadership abilities, Wurst said. 

After expressing a desire last week to keep working, Guzman, 62, 
will retire instead of moving on to another job in the Strickland 
administration, the governor's office said. 

Guzman decided to retire "to spend more time with his wife, who 
recently retired, and their 10 grandchildren," Wurst said. Guzman, 
Columbus public service director when he was appointed to his state 
post in 2007, declined to comment on his plans. 

Collins, 50, who was selected by Guzman as the patrol's top official, 
also will retire and not seek a lower-ranking patrol post or another 
state job, said Sgt. Richard Reeder, a patrol spokesman. 

Dispatch reporter James Nash contributed to this story. 

rludlow@dispatch.com  
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Governor threatens layoffs after shutdown ruled out 

Friday,  September 4, 2009 3:01 AM  

 
Associated Press  

PROVIDENCE, R.I.—Gov. Don Carcieri warned yesterday that he will lay off 1,000 state workers after 

a judge blocked him from shutting down state government to save money, but he signaled a 

willingness to cut a deal with state employee unions that could save jobs.

The governor threatened layoffs after state Supreme Court Justice Maureen McKenna Goldberg 

stopped him from forcing about 80 percent of the state's 13,500 employees to stay home without pay 

today. Carcieri can't order a shutdown until the full court has a chance to consider the case. 

Rhode Island is facing a $68 million budget shortfall. 
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By Lauren Pack, Staff Writer  

Updated 6:56 AM Friday, September 4, 2009  

 

HAMILTON — It appears twice-convicted killer Von Clark Davis, who was sentenced to die in 1984, will 

get a third chance to beat the death penalty next week with another sentencing hearing. 

The hearing before a three-judge panel was scheduled to begin Tuesday, Sept. 8, for Davis in Butler 

County Common Pleas Judge Andrew Nastoff’s courtroom. Davis, defense attorneys, Melynda Cook-Reich 

and Randall Porter, and county prosecutors were in court Thursday morning, Sept. 3, for final 

preparations. 

Davis, 62, was transported from death row at Southern Ohio Correctional Facility in Lucasville to the 

Butler County Jail late Wednesday night. 

The hearing was scheduled for May but was delayed when attorney Porter had a family medical 

emergency. 

Davis, formerly of Hamilton, was convicted of the murder of his former girlfriend Suzette Butler. Evidence 

presented at trial showed Davis lured the 24-year-old single mother to the steps outside the American 

Legion Hall on Central Avenue in Hamilton and shot her in the head several times, killing her two weeks 

before Christmas 1983. He was on parole at the time for the 1970 murder of his wife, Ernestine, 20, at her 

Hamilton home. 

Following a trial before a three-judge panel in May 1984, Davis was sentenced to die. Four years later, his 

sentence was overturned by the Ohio Supreme Court, which ruled the trial court should not have 

considered as aggravating factors the manner in which Davis obtained the gun and ammunition used in 

the crime. 

In 1989, a three-judge panel again sentenced Davis to death. In January 2007, a federal court overturned 

Davis’ sentence based on the claim that the trial court failed to admit and consider relevant mitigating 

evidence during the 1989 resentencing 

Judges Nastoff, Charles Pater and Keith Spaeth next week have a choice of sentencing Davis to death or 

30 years to life, which follow sentencing guidelines from 1983. Davis has spent nearly 25 years in prison 

and would go before a parole board if given the first option. 

Suzette Butler’s daughter, Fonsea Butler, who was 7 when her mother was killed, said she is sure Davis 

will never leave prison. 

“The parole board would have to be out of their mind,” said Butler, now a 34-year-old mother of an 11-

year-old son, who said she plans to attend next week’s hearing but accepts that she has no control over the 

outcome. 

“That is something I have no control over,” she said, noting she also will not allow Davis to control her 

life. “I am OK. I don’t live with anger.” 
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Butler County Prosecutor Robin Piper said it is important that Davis remain on death row. 

“He is a brutal, repeat murderer who focused on women,” Piper said, adding it doesn’t matter how much 

Davis says he has changed. He doesn’t have a good track record with rehabilitation, Piper said noting 

Davis killed again after he was released from prison before. 

“No matter how many books he’s read, how many classical records he’s listened to or if he has found God, 

it doesn’t change the destruction he has caused. Sometimes people just need to be accountable,” Piper 

said. 

But Porter, assistant state pubic defender, said Davis is a “changed individual.” 
 

Find this article at: 

http://www.journal-news.com/news/crime/3-judge-panel-to-decide-fate-of-2-time-killer-280780.html

 Print this page
Close

 

Page 2 of 23-judge panel to decide fate of 2-time killer

9/4/2009http://www.journal-news.com/news/crime/3-judge-panel-to-decide-fate-of-2-time-killer-280...



Mother seeks leniency for man convicted of killing her son 

September 02, 2009 at 11:59 am 

By MAC CORDELL 

 

Calling her son’s death “a horrible, horrible accident,” Jane Mudgett asked the court for leniency 

toward her brother, the man convicted of killing her son. 

Mudgett said the opportunity to speak at the sentencing hearing for her brother, Richard H. 

Sabo, the man who killed her son, was “an extremely difficult position.” 

“No matter what happens to my brother, it will not bring my son back,” the woman told Union 

County Common Pleas Court Judge Don Fraser. 

She said her brother would “would benefit from a therapeutic community,” asking if her brother 

could be enrolled in a program “that will help him make better choices,” rather than prison. She 

said her son would feel the same way. 

“(I) just don’t feel having him incarcerated for any length of time would do him any good,” said 

the victim’s mother. 
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Adult parole plans to change office location 

Friday, September 4, 2009 

By JORDAN CRAVENS 

jcravens@MorningJournal.com 

ELYRIA — The Elyria office of the Ohio Adult Parole Authority is planning a move from 1131 E. Broad St. to a more spacious 

building at 631 Griswold Road by December, according to David Lomax, regional administrator for the Mansfield region. 

 

"We are in a budget crunch, and we could be saving significant dollars with this new lease," Lomax said. 

 

The 64 workers employed by the parole authority work in a roughly 7,000-square-foot building, but if the move is approved by 

the governing board, they will have an additional 3,000 feet of work space, according to Lomax. 

 

"That would help with our office crowding," he said. 

 

While he couldn't provide exact numbers as to how much the move will save, he described them as "significant" and "in this 

current environment cost savings is extremely important." 

 

Lomax said the Mansfield region was hit hard by the state budget crunch, "so finding ways to cut costs has become 

increasingly important." 

 

"We are going to find ways to continually save money," and the move will do just that, he said. 

URL: http://www.morningjournal.com/articles/2009/09/04/news/mj1559870.prt 

© 2009 morningjournal.com, a Journal Register Property 

Page 1 of 1Adult parole plans to change office location - The Morning Journal (morningjournal.com)

9/4/2009http://www.morningjournal.com/articles/2009/09/04/news/mj1559870.prt


