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Posted 9/29/2009 5:10 PM ET 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — The state is asking the Ohio Supreme Court to allow next week's execution of a 
man who strangled his 67-year-old neighbor. 

The Ohio Attorney General's office asked the court Tuesday to reject Lawrence Reynolds' request to delay 
his execution because of problems with the last scheduled lethal injection. 

Reynolds' Oct. 8 execution would be the first since the state's unsuccessful attempt to put Romell Broom to 
death Sept. 15. 

Gov. Ted Strickland stopped the procedure after executioners struggled for two hours to find a usable vein. 

The state maintains that problems with Broom's execution don't mean there would be similar problems with 
other executions. 

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 
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Ohio Supreme Court makes budget officially a mess 

Ohio is officially a mess. 

As if massive industrial job losses -- with the resulting loss of tax revenue -- and the inability to 
balance the state budget hadn't represented a mess already, the Ohio Supreme Court made it official 
with a decision to put on hold the plan to put slot machines into the state's seven horse racing tracks 
to raise as much as $933 million to patch a hole in the state's revenue picture. 

Don't blame the justices for interpreting the state's Constitution. It's their job, as much as it is the 
Legislature and governor to come up with a balanced state budget. 

The justices ruled 6-1 in favor of a group wanting to put the race track slots before voters. The ruling 
means Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner must accept the group's petitions, and the group now has 
90 days to gather enough signatures to place the issue on the November 2010 ballot. 

And there's the official mess. Ohio already is into the budget cycle that includes the slots revenue. ... 

Gov. Ted Strickland could authorize the machines on his own, without legislative approval, but he had 
been reluctant to do that during the summer after proposing the machines as a way to bring new 
revenue into state coffers. 

It's a lousy way to do business. 

-- (Steubenville) Herald-Star 
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Ohio opposes execution delay 

 

The Associated Press  

COLUMBUS - The state is asking the Ohio Supreme Court to allow next week's execution of a man 
who strangled his 67-year-old neighbor. 

The Ohio Attorney General's Office asked the court Tuesday to reject Lawrence Reynolds' request to 
delay his execution because of problems with the last scheduled lethal injection. 

Reynolds' Oct. 8 execution would be the first since the state's unsuccessful attempt to put Romell 
Broom to death Sept. 15. 

Gov. Ted Strickland stopped the procedure after executioners struggled for two hours to find a usable 
vein. 

The state maintains that problems with Broom's execution don't mean there would be similar 
problems with other executions. 
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Bill in limbo to name sex offenders living in rest homes 

House panel hasn't met since leader quit  

Wednesday,  September 30, 2009 3:04 AM  

BY ALAN JOHNSON 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

A proposed state law that would require nursing homes to notify 
residents when a sex offender moves in has been bottled up in a 
House committee that has been without a chairman and inactive for 
nearly six months.

State Rep. Courtney Combs, R-Hamilton, sponsor of the legislation, 
House Bill 98, yesterday sent a letter to House Speaker Armond 
Budish urging him to appoint a new chairman for the Public Safety 
and Homeland Security Committee. 

The committee chairman, former Democratic Rep. Eugene Miller, 
resigned to become a Cleveland City Council member, leaving the 
position open -- and the committee on hold -- since April. 

"The result of this committee's inaction is putting our most-vulnerable 
citizens at risk," Combs said in a statement. He said the elderly, 
mentally and physically disabled, and "those who could not otherwise 
take care of themselves" are being exposed to "unspeakable 
dangers." 

Gov. Ted Strickland this week joined the chorus of state officials 
urging legislative action to require long-term care facilities to inform 
residents when sex offenders move in. 

Combs said his bill and 20 others are assigned to the stalled 
committee. 

Budish spokesman Keary McCarthy said the speaker saw no need to 
appoint a chairman when the legislature was inactive. And it was 
more cost-efficient because committee chairman are paid a stipend -
- an extra $5,000 per year. That means the savings was $2,500. 

 

Rep. Courtney Combs wants 

nursing-home residents to be 

told when a sex offender 

moves in. 
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McCarthy said Budish, D-Beachwood, plans to appoint a chairman 
next week. 

A Dispatch computer analysis comparing records of long-term-care 
facilities and the state sex-offender registration list found 110 
registered sex offenders living in Ohio nursing homes. A gap in the 
state law that normally mandates notification of anybody who lives 
within 1,000 feet of a sex offender does not require nursing-home 
owners to inform residents, family members or guardians when an 
offender moves into the facility. 

The total of sex offenders in Ohio nursing homes has doubled since 
2004. About two-thirds of the current offenders in nursing homes are 
from Tier 3, the most-serious category, which includes those who 
have committed rape, sexual battery, kidnapping a minor, gross 
sexual imposition on a child younger than 12, and multiple lesser 
offenses. 

ajohnson@dispatch.com  

• To check whether a sex offender lives in a nursing home near you, 
visit Dispatch.com/data.  
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Slots delay might cost schools $2.3 billion 

Analysis done for governor has no budgetary solutions  

Wednesday,  September 30, 2009 3:00 AM  

BY MARK NIQUETTE 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

With Republicans waiting for him to make the first move to solve the state's budget problems, Gov. Ted 

Strickland released a doomsday analysis yesterday showing how education funding in Ohio could be 

cut by $2.3 billion.

Strickland is not advocating the cuts, which could amount to 10.3 percent for primary and secondary 

schools in the first year of the current budget under one scenario and 15.7 percent the second year. 

But the governor sought the analysis of what would happen if nothing was done to replace revenue 

from adding video slot machines at horse-racing tracks, money that was earmarked for education in 

the budget. The Ohio Supreme Court ruled last week that the slots plan is subject to a referendum in 

November 2010. 

Dale Butland, a longtime Columbus Democratic consultant, speculated that the governor released the 

dire school-funding figures to put the pressure on Republicans who control the state Senate but have 

offered no ideas for solving the current budget shortfall. 

Butland advocates rolling back the last year of a state income-tax cut; if that doesn't fly, it would be 

"incumbent on (Republicans) to identify what cuts they would make to balance the budget," he said. 

The governor said no decisions have been made about how to respond to the court ruling. 

Senate Republicans have said that Strickland should propose a solution, but the governor has noted 

that the legislature would have to take action to replace the education dollars in the budget. 

The analysis Strickland requested from the Department of Education shows that if cuts had to be 

made, the hit to primary, secondary and higher education would be worse than the $851.5 million 

expected from slots because federal stimulus money in the education budget also could be affected. 

As a condition for getting the stimulus dollars, schools are required to maintain spending levels from 

past years. If that doesn't happen because the slots revenue doesn't materialize, the state could lose 

the $845 million in stimulus funds budgeted for primary and secondary education and $618 million for 

higher education in the two-year budget, the analysis said. 
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The state could seek a waiver from the federal government, but that would require spending the 

stimulus funds to cover any education shortfall in the first year of the budget, and the full impact of the 

cuts would be felt in the second. 

Senate President Bill M. Harris, R-Ashland, said yesterday that he had not seen the analysis but will be 

"glad to talk with the governor and work with him on different issues he recommends." 

Strickland, Harris and House Speaker Armond Budish, D-Beachwood, are expected to meet today. 

The Ohio Lottery, meanwhile, has put on hold its $17.5 million unbid contract with Intralot, a Greek 

company, to manage the launch of racetrack slots over the next 14 months. The contract, which will 

remain unsigned, was approved Sept. 14 but was controversial because state officials did not consider 

competing bids. Strickland's aides said that would have prolonged the process by weeks. 

Dispatch Senior Editor Joe Hallett and reporters Jim Siegel and James Nash contributed to this story. 

mniquette@dispatch.com  
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HEAVILY RESTRICTING where sex offenders can live is intended to make everyone else safer. But 

the unintended consequence often is to put sex offenders out of their homes and onto the streets, 

where they are much harder to track. 

Unfortunately, that has come to pass in Franklin County. In Ohio, sex offenders can't live within 1,000 

feet of a school or day-care center, and several suburbs have even tougher restrictions. Upper 

Arlington, for example, doesn't allow them to live or work within 1,000 feet of a school, park, pool, 

library or day-care center. 

So where do sex offenders live? On Downtown streets. Under bridges. In Schiller and Goodale parks, 

where people walk their dogs and children play. In fact, Stewart Alternative Elementary School is right 

across the street from Schiller Park. 

The Franklin County Sheriff's Office asks that homeless sex offenders check in daily to report their 

whereabouts, but that's certainly an imperfect system. Notification for neighboring residents has 

become spotty, at best. 
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By Linda Scott, Contributing Writer  

4:58 PM Tuesday, September 29, 2009  

 

The parents of murdered Morrow Police officer Jeffrey Phegley have been living with the memory of his 

brutal slaying for 22 years. 

His killer, Anthony Wayne McIntosh, was convicted of the crime in 1987 and was sentenced to 15 years to 

life with an additional three years for using a firearm in commission of the crime. 

McIntosh will go before Ohio’s Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections parole board in January, his 

third hearing since his incarceration. Barb and Joe Phegley, and local and state law enforcement agencies 

are petitioning the board to deny McIntosh’s parole. 

They also have started a campaign to get others to write to the parole board. 

“They are freeing a lot of inmates now across the country. We just don’t know what will happen this time 

around in Ohio. We are hoping enough people and police officers will notify the parole board and request 

that Jeffrey’s killer remains behind bars to serve the maximum sentence,” Barb Phegley said. 

She recalled details of her son’s murder which, along with the “routine” traffic stop, was taped on the 

officer’s pocket recorder. 

The 22-year-old officer had pulled McIntosh’s vehicle over in the Morrow area. Suspecting the driver may 

have been drinking because of the odor of alcohol, Phegley ordered McIntosh out of his vehicle. After 

advising McIntosh he was about to be arrested for suspected DUI, McIntosh pushed Phegley to the 

ground and shot the officer with a sawed off shotgun. McIntosh then fled. He was arrested several hours 

later by a team of police officers searching the area. 

“The police knew from the beginning who they were looking for because Jeff had already partially made 

out the (citation) that was left at the scene,” Barb Phegley recalled. 

Maineville Police chief John Reynolds knew Phegley. At the time, Reynolds was a part-time Warren 

County Sheriff’s special deputy assigned to the Hamilton Twp. post before the township established its 

own department. Reynolds was one of McIntosh’s arresting officers. 

“We had searched I don’t know how many houses that night after he was shot and killed. We were (in 

Hamilton Twp.) searching a house when someone yelled out that McIntosh was in a car. Sure enough, he 

was hiding in the back seat. His mother was driving and we captured him at that time. She said they were 

on their way to turn him in at the state highway patrol, but there was no way we were going to let him out 

of our sight,” he said. 

Warren County Prosecutor Rachel Hutzel offered a chilling recollection of events leading up to Phegley’s 

murder. 

“A few days before this murder occurred McIntosh was quoted as saying as he proudly showed people his 

sawed off shotgun, ‘The next time a cop stops me, I’m going to make it worth his while,’” Hutzel recalled. 

“He was out to kill a police officer and it just so happened that Jeff Phegley had to be the one who tried to 

enforce a traffic law against him. For that, Phegley was killed. It was completely senseless and, at trial, 
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