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Prisoners' good work growing 
Thousands of pounds of fresh vegetables farmed at Stark County Jail go to Meals on Wheels 
using donated seeds  

By Bill Lilley 
Beacon Journal staff writer  

Published on Monday, Sep 28, 2009  

CANTON: They were caught red-handed, but their thumbs turned green. 

That has been the case this growing season at the Stark County Jail, where minimum-risk inmates have tilled the soil outside 
the jail to raise crops to benefit others through the Meals on Wheels of Stark & Wayne Counties program. 

The fact that more than 1,400 pounds of fresh produce have been delivered to Meals on Wheels left agency Executive 
Director Terri Barry ecstatic. 

''We were extremely thrilled with the program,'' Barry said. ''We were very surprised with the amount we received, especially 
considering it was the first year. 

''It has really helped the agency. The cost savings for us has been tremendous. Even more important, it was great to get fresh 
produce instead of frozen items to our clients.'' 

This year's harvest has included more than 600 pounds of tomatoes, which the agency used for spaghetti sauce and stewed 
tomatoes. 

There also were about 400 pounds of zucchini, with 300 pounds of squash and 60 pounds of peppers. 

Laura Stewart-Johnson, program coordinator for the Stark County Sheriff's Office, said the program has been a big success. 

''It's a great program because it gives the guys something to do and is an educational process at the same time,'' Stewart-
Johnson said. ''And the people in need in the county will benefit by getting whatever crops we raise. 

''It's really a win-win situation for all.'' 

Stewart-Johnson said the concept of raising crops on land inside the jail fence isn't something new. 

''We've talked about this for years,'' she said. ''We have the two things you need for a program like this: plenty of available land 
and plenty of available resources for work, with more than 400 inmates.'' 

Stewart-Johnson said the program just needed a spark to take off. 

That impetus came at the end of last year from Maureen E. Austin, educator, agriculture and natural resources, for the Ohio 
State University Extension in Stark County. 

Austin, a Stark County native who graduated from GlenOak High School in 1977, had worked in urban programs in the 
Greening of Detroit. 

''I had that experience and I'm in a job in which I need to get information to people who have land and want to grow food,'' 
Austin said. 

''I saw while living in California that a very positive and productive situation can be achieved with prison gardens. There are 
prisons out there that grow a lot of their own food.'' 

Swanson welcomed Austin's help. 

''It was great synergy — people and ideas coming together,'' Austin said. ''We had no funding, but that didn't matter because it 
was such a great idea. We just figured that we'd figure out how to get the supplies we needed.'' 

Austin contacted Nick Kennedy, the Stark County director for the Ohio Farm Bureau. 
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Austin's school supplied four master gardeners, including Rudy Moyer, and seeds that had been donated to it. 

Hardware donated 

Kennedy got the ball rolling by setting up the Stark County Jail with equipment that was donated by Hartville Hardware. 
Metzger's Hardware donated the use of a sod cutter. The Farm Bureau donated rakes, hoes, hoses and bedding flowers. 

Summit County Sheriff's Office Chief Mike McDonald, a gentleman farmer in Louisville, donated compost. 

''We had the thought and we were eager to get going,'' Johnson-Stewart said. 

Plans are already in the works for next year's crops on the backside of the jail off U.S. 62. 

''We plan to expand it, but we wanted to keep things simple and easy the first year so we didn't get discouraged,'' Johnson-
Stewart said. 

Inmates are selected to work in the garden. 

''We'll take four or five each day and they'll be out there a few hours at a time,'' she said. ''We have to be very selective in 
picking our inmate workers. They have to be minimum-risk, nonviolent-crimes people who are in for things like DUI, 
nonsupport and petty theft.'' 

Having inmates work is not something new at the jail. 

Deputy Darin Baad, who heads the inmate work program, estimates that it would cost Stark County about $40,000 a year if it 
had to pay for the services from the 55 inmates who mow the lawns, shovel snow and wash cruisers. 

''We're always looking for things for the inmates to do so that we can save taxpayers' money and the inmates can give back to 
the community,'' Baad said. ''The garden is a great project in that respect, especially since the food goes to the Meals on 
Wheels.'' 

The inmates relish the opportunity to get outside their cells. 

''It's great that the jail is going to give back to the community and we can be a part of it,'' said Matt Duncan, who worked in the 
garden during his jail stint. 

The ultimate benefactors are those served by Meals on Wheels, which incorporated the donated produce into the 2,000 meals 
it serves each day. 

''We knew coming that whatever produce they produce would be a success because it will be food that we need and didn't 
have before,'' Barry said. 

''That's great because our menu is flexible enough that we can adjust to whatever comes in. We're just thrilled to have another 
source of food because that means we'll be able to feed more people more food. That's what we're all about.'' 

  

Bill Lilley can be reached at 330-996-3811 or blilley@thebeaconjournal.com. 
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Posted 9/28/2009 1:40 PM ET 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — A death row inmate has asked the Ohio Supreme Court to delay his upcoming 
execution in light of problems with the state's last scheduled lethal injection. 

Attorneys for Lawrence Reynolds filed a motion with the state's highest court Monday, days after a similar 
filing with a federal appeals court. 

Reynolds' execution scheduled for Oct. 8 would be the first since the state's unsuccessful attempt at putting 
Romell Broom to death on Sept. 15. The lethal injection procedure was halted by Gov. Ted Strickland after 
executioners struggled for two hours to find a usable vein. 

Broom's execution has been delayed until at least Nov. 30. 

Reynolds' lawyers argue that Ohio's lethal injection system should be investigated before he goes to the 
death chamber. 

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 

  Condemned inmate wants his Ohio execution delayed
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Strickland backs closing loophole on sex-offender 
notifications 

Tuesday,  September 29, 2009 6:42 AM  

 

Add Gov. Ted Strickland's voice to those seeking a change in Ohio law that would require nursing 

homes to notify residents and family members when a sex offender moves in.

Strickland spokeswoman Amanda Wurst said the governor has not seen proposed legislation that 

would close a loophole in state law that requires notification of residents within 1,000 feet when a 

convicted sex offender moves into the area. It does not require nursing homes to notify residents or 

families. 

But Wurst said he "is supportive of requiring long-term care facilities to inform their residents when a 

sex offender moves into the facility. Ohioans should not receive less information in a nursing facility 

than they would receive in their own home." 

Strickland joins Attorney General Richard Cordray and several lawmakers in advocating notification. 

A Dispatch computer analysis showed that at least 110 sex offenders live in Ohio nursing homes, and 

six others work in them -- all without knowledge of most residents and their families. 

-- Alan Johnson ajohnson@dispatch.com  
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OHIO'S DEATH PENALTY  

Freeze on lethal injections sought 

Courts are asked for a moratorium after IV problems  

Tuesday,  September 29, 2009 4:19 AM  

BY ALAN JOHNSON 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

The ghosts of problem executions past combined with an aborted 

attempt two weeks ago are haunting state prison officials as death-

penalty foes argue that Ohio's lethal injections should be halted, at 

least temporarily.

The Ohio public defender, in motions filed yesterday in state and 

federal courts, contends that the botched attempt to execute Romell 

Broom on Sept. 15 - coupled with problems in two previous 

executions - warrants postponing the scheduled lethal injection of 

Lawrence Reynolds next week. 

"Until a thorough and proper review of Ohio's lethal injection protocol is conducted, executions should 

not be allowed to proceed in the state," Kelly L. Schneider, head of the public defender's death-penalty 

section, told The Dispatch yesterday. "It seems like the logical thing to do is to take a step back and 

see what's going on here." 

The prison execution team "demonstrated that it is wholly incapable of administering Ohio's lethal 

injection protocol" in line with the federal and state constitutions and Ohio law, the public defender said 

in a motion filed in the Ohio Supreme Court. A motion also was filed in the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of 

Appeals in Cincinnati. 

Further, the public defender cited the "inadequacy of Ohio's lethal injection protocol" and lack of a 

contingency plan in its attempt to get a stay of execution for Reynolds. 

Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray's office, in a response to the federal filing, countered that "the 

difficulties in accessing Broom's veins and the postponement of (his) execution are not indications that 

the execution of Reynolds or other prisoners cannot be conducted appropriately." 

Further, the state said, Broom was not subjected to "cruel and unusual punishment in violation of the 

Eighth Amendment. The relatively minor pain he experienced does not rise to the level of extreme pain 

THE HOT ISSUE 

� Do you think there 
should be a 
moratorium on 
executions in 
Ohio? 
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or torture prohibited by the Eighth Amendment." 

The Ohio Supreme Court has set four additional execution dates in the following four months: Darryl 

Durr of Cleveland on Nov. 10, Kenneth Biros of Trumbull County on Dec. 8, Vernon Smith of Lucas 

County on Jan. 7 and Mark Brown of Mahoning County on Feb. 4. 

In her appeal, the public defender cited two previous problem executions. Joseph Clark was stuck 19 

times during his execution in 2006, and the next year Christopher Newton's IV process took so long 

that he was allowed to take a bathroom break. 

With Broom's execution now pushed back by at least 60 days, the attention has turned to Reynolds. 

Barring court intervention, the 43-year-old killer from Akron will be put to death at 10 a.m. Oct. 8 at the 

Southern Ohio Correctional Facility near Lucasville. He was convicted and sentenced to death for 

murdering Loretta Foster, a 67-year-old neighbor, on Jan. 1, 1994. 

The court late last week set a hearing in Broom's case for Nov. 30. A new execution date would have 

to be after that date. 

Broom, 53, of Cleveland, was sentenced to death for abducting, raping and stabbing to death 14-year-

old Tryna Middleton on Sept. 21, 1984. 

Broom's would-be executioners struggled unsuccessfully for two hours to attach IV lines, reportedly 

sticking the convicted killer 18 times, sometimes striking muscle and bone and causing severe pain, 

according to the inmate's deposition. The execution was abandoned when Gov. Ted Strickland granted 

a temporary reprieve. 

Within hours, Ohioans to Stop Executions called for a halt to executions, saying Broom's case made it 

"obvious that no amount of adjustment to the death penalty process can achieve an outcome absent of 

pain and suffering for victims' family members, witnesses, corrections workers and the condemned 

inmate." 

The American Civil Liberties Union also weighed in on the Broom case, and the death-penalty center 

at the University of California, Berkeley School of Law is providing resource and communications 

support to the public defender. 

ajohnson@dispatch.com  
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By James Cummings, Staff Writer  

11:01 PM Monday, September 28, 2009  

 

Budget pressures are leading some area juvenile justice operations to reduce the number of 

inmates being held in juvenile detention, court administrators said. 

Jan A. White, administrator of the Greene County Juvenile Court, for instance, said the court 

recently decided to shut down eight of the 32 beds in its juvenile detention center. 

“If the judge decides there’s a kid who really needs to be in detention for the public good, and the 

center already has 24 in it, we’re going to have to make some hard decisions about who we can 

release,” White said. 

James Cole, administrator of the Montgomery County Juvenile Court, said things are not that 

drastic in Dayton yet, but the juvenile court has made cuts and is expecting more. 

A new $51.6 million Montgomery County Juvenile Justice Center opened two years ago with a 

capacity of 144 detention beds. Only 120 beds have been used so far, and Cole said court officials 

have used options such as electronic home monitoring to keep the number of detainees at the 

center down. 

In the Cincinnati area, the Hamilton County Juvenile Detention Center has shut down 60 of its 

160 juvenile detention beds to save money, according to a spokesperson for the court. 

Juvenile courts are supported by county and state government revenues, and both sources have 

been dwindling in the current economic downturn. 

Cole said Montgomery County’s juvenile court is planning for a $1.4 million cut, about 7 percent 

of its budget, in 2010. The court is reducing costs by not replacing employees as they leave the 

county, he said. 

In Montgomery County’s case, though, serious juvenile offenses also are on the decline right now, 

according to Nick Kuntz, senior judge in the juvenile division. Kuntz said the number of children 

charged with felonies has dropped from 767 in fiscal year 2000 to 427 in fiscal year 2008. 

“We expect to be below 400 this year,” Kuntz said. “There’s been a lot of work done on 

intervention here, and it seems to be having an effect.” 

Meanwhile, White said if a child in custody at the Greene County detention center must be 

released to make room for a more dangerous offender, the released child will be placed on some 

Print this page Close

Detention centers reducing number of 
inmates to deal with budget woes 
Some facilities have to release youths to make room for more violent offenders. 
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form of house arrest. 

“We’re monitoring them after release,” White said. “It’s not like we’re opening the doors and 

keeping our fingers crossed.” 

Charlene Prestopino, administrator for the Miami County Juvenile and Probate Courts, said her 

juvenile court has an annual budget of about $2 million and is not expecting any increases next 

year. 

Both Prestopino and White from Greene County said their juvenile courts and detention centers 

have fairly small staffs with little turnover, so they can’t save much money from staff attrition. 

Prestopino said all Miami County officials have been urged to leave positions vacant if departures 

occur. 

“We’re looking at the budget trying to cut out things that won’t have significant effect on our 

services to the public,” Prestopino said. “Our philosophy has been to do the best job we can with 

what we have.” 
 

Find this article at: 

http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/crime/detention-centers-reducing-number-of-inmates-to-deal-with-
budget-woes-321544.html 
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Homeless sex offenders directed to woods  
Camp is a ‘last resort’ for offenders unable to find another place to live  
The Associated Press 
updated 3:52 p.m. ET, Mon., Sept . 28, 2009 

MARIETTA, Georgia - A small group of homeless sex offenders have set up camp in densely wooded area 
behind a suburban Atlanta office park, directed there by probation officers who say it's a place of last resort 
for those with nowhere else to go. 

The nine sex offenders live in tents surrounding a makeshift fire pit in the trees behind a towering "no 
trespassing" sign, waiting out their probation sentences as they face numerous living restrictions under one of 
the toughest sex offender policies in the U.S. 

"It's kind of like a mind-game, it's like 'Survivor,'" said William Hawkins, a 34-year-old who said he was 
directed to the campsite two weeks ago after being released from prison for violating probation for failing to 
register as a sex offender in Georgia. 

The muddy camp on the outskirts of prosperous Cobb County is an unintended consequence of Georgia's sex 
offender law, which bans the state's 16,000 sex offenders from living, working or loitering within 1,000 feet of 
schools, churches, parks and other spots where children gather. 

‘Last resort’ for homeless offenders 

It's not the only place in Cobb County where offenders can live — there are hundreds of other sex offenders 
throughout the county living in compliance with the law. But Ahmed Holt, manager of the state's sex offender 
administration unit, calls the camp a "last resort" for homeless offenders who can't find another place to live 
that complies with the law. 

He said probation officers direct them to the outpost if other options fail, such as transferring to another 
county or state or sending them to a relative's place that meets the requirements. Homeless shelters and 
halfway houses are often not an option, he said, because of the restrictions that bar them from being near 
children. 

Critics say it's an example of how laws designed to keep Georgia's children out of harm's way create a hazard 
where penniless sex offenders live largely unsupervised at the government's urging. 

"The state needs to find a responsible way to deal with this problem," said Sarah Geraghty, an attorney with 
the Atlanta-based Southern Center for Human Rights who represents another man living in the camp. 

"Requiring people to live like animals in the woods is both inhumane and a terrible idea for public safety." 

The outpost also illustrates the unique dilemma the law creates for homeless sex offenders, who unlike other 
homeless people, cannot take shelter in a church or curl up in a park because they are barred from both. 

Geraghty said she has found only one homeless shelter in the state that meets the residency requirements for 
homeless sex offenders. The shelter, she said, is in the northwest Georgia city of Rome and has only two 
beds, which are often unavailable. 

Living under a bridge in Florida 
The tent city is similar to one in south Florida, where dozens of sex offenders moved under a remote bridge 
because it was among the few places that complied with local ordinances. Florida officials say the sex 
offenders found the bridge on their own, while some residents of the camp dispute that. 

In Georgia, however, Holt said state probation officers have directed homeless offenders into the woods. 

"While having an offender located in a camp area is not ideal, the greater threat lies in homeless offenders 

  MSNBC.com

Page 1 of 2Homeless sex offenders directed to woods - Crime & courts

9/29/2009http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33060361/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/print/1/displaymo...


