
  
 
September 24, 2009 

 

Rock-throwing suspect had been released 

 
By Sharon Coolidge and Jennifer Baker 
scoolidge@enquirer.com | jbaker@enquirer.com  

A convicted sex offender arrested Wednesday in a string of attacks in which rocks were thrown at 
four vehicles, injuring three women, should have been in jail. 

He was ordered in July to spend six months behind bars on a charge of public indecency, but when 
he got there officials said they were overcrowded and told him come back in October. 

During that time, Cincinnati police say Rodney Maxwell targeted women because he felt they were 
“disrespectful” to him. He picked his victims because he didn’t like “how they looked at him,” said 
police Sgt. Danita Kilgore. 

Maxwell, 41, of Corryville, now faces four charges of felony assault and a prior charge of sexual 
imposition related to another incident. 
 
He is being held in the Hamilton County jail on $250,000 bond. 
 
One of Maxwell’s alleged victims was stunned he wasn’t behind bars. 
 
“Oh, my God,” said Amanda McGinnis, 19 of Lebanon, who was hit in the chin with a rock. “He should 
have been in jail and yet he is out on the street hurting these people.” 
 
Maxwell was arrested July 12 and charged with public indecency for approaching vehicles and 
exposing himself. Hamilton County Municipal Court Judge Melissa Powers convicted him and ordered 
him to spend the next 180 days in jail.  
 
Due to jail overcrowding, Maxwell was released and told to come back Oct. 28 to serve his sentence, 
said Steve Barnett, spokesman for the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office, which runs the jail. 
 
“Bad things happen when you are overcrowded and people don’t want to pay for a jail,” he said. 
 
Hamilton County Sheriff Simon Leis last year closed the county’s 800-bed Queensgate jail because of 
the county’s fiscal woes.  
 
Too few jail beds means that so far this year he’s had to release 13,344 inmates after their arrest. 
Another 376 have been released after serving part of their sentences. And, 1,161 people – including 
Maxwell – were asked to come back some other time to serve their sentence. 
 
The rock throwing began in August. 

Cincinnati police accuse Maxwell of throwing large rocks through car windows Aug. 18, Aug. 20 and 
twice on Sept. 14. All but one attack occurred while the women were sitting at a red light 
http://data.cincinnati.com/navigator/Default.aspx?ll=39.12866204430338,-
84.50313448905946&ppt=Ex-rapist charged in rock throwing&ppd=A 41-year-old convicted 
rapist was arrested and charged Wednesday with four rock-throwing attacks at female 
motorists since August, injuring two women." target="_new">in the 600 block of William 
Howard Taft Road near Interstate 71. 
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A rock smashed through McGinnis’ driver’s side window as she sat in her Jeep Liberty at a red light 
on William Howard Taft Road just before 5 a.m. on Aug. 18. She was on her way to work as a nurse’s 
aide at Christ Hospital 
 
She saw a man pick something up. “The next thing I knew it was a rock and it shattered my window 
and hit me on the chin,” she said. 
 
The attack frightened her so much, her boyfriend drove her to work for the next three weeks. She just 
started driving herself to work again Wednesday. 
 
“It gives me the chills,” she said. “I think the thing that scared me the most was I didn’t know what he 
wanted. I didn’t know if he just wanted to scare me or just hurt me. I didn’t know what was going to 
happen. I didn’t know what he was going to do to me, or if he even wanted to do anything to me.” 
 
Maxwell never tried to get into the cars, Cincinnati police spokesman Mark Briede said. 
 
Records show Maxwell has been in and out of prisons and the Hamilton County jail several times 
over the past 20 years. He has convictions for kidnapping, public indecency and aggravated 
menacing.  
 
Maxwell was declared a Tier III sex offender – the most serious – and served seven years in a state 
prison before he was released on parole in July 2004. 
 
He returned to prison in April 2005 after he was convicted of assaulting a Hamilton County sheriff’s 
deputy at the county jail. He completed his sentence in February 2006, said Julie Walburn, a 
spokeswoman for the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction. 
 
Maxwell was placed on parole until December 2007. 
 
While on parole, he was convicted of exposing himself to an employee at the Volunteers of America 
halfway house in Over-the-Rhine in June 2007, court records show. He also was convicted of 
aggravated menacing for telling another staff member he was going to rape and kill someone. 
 
Judge Powers said she’s frustrated. “We don’t have a justice system anymore that can protect our 
community,” she said. “I don’t think people realize how desperately we need a jail.” 
 
Powers said this case shows “a lot of very dangerous people come through municipal court. 
 
“The community needs to know the system is falling apart and as a result how dangerous the 
community has become,” she said. 
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Land of the second chance 

By Plain Dealer guest columnist  
September 25, 2009, 5:00AM 
By Michael Gerson  

CHICAGO -- The streets of West Garfield Park provide a distant vista of the Sears 

Tower and closer views of corner drug dealers, abandoned buildings still defended 

by barbed wire and trash pickers pushing shopping carts on their slow rounds. It is 

a place, in T.S. Eliot's image, of "rats' feet over broken glass." It is also one of the 

two or three Chicago neighborhoods receiving the most ex-offenders back from 

prison. Their welcome is uncertain, but their success is essential.  

America's incarceration rate -- massively higher than other democracies and the 

highest in our history -- has been arguably effective in reducing crime. It also 

means that about 650,000 men and women return from state and federal prisons 

to communities each year, a number larger than the active-duty U.S. Army.  

"They are coming back from prison to nothing," says Mildred Wiley, senior director 

of community services at Bethel New Life, a faith-based, community development 

corporation located in West Garfield Park. About 60 percent of people arriving at 

Bethel's employment center have been recently incarcerated. But jobs are scarce, 

and the first six months after release are crucial. "If they are not employed," 

explains Wiley, "they go back to doing what they were doing. Time is important."  

James Riddle, who runs the front desk at Bethel, was released from prison last 

December. Now 42, he served a 20-year term -- a sentence that took his young 

adulthood and spanned the entire childhood of his daughter. He recalled to me one 

early prison visit by his daughter. "She said to me, 'Please don't get into trouble so 

you can come home.' I realized that everything is not about me. It affects those 

who love me." Riddle is finally home, but his 22-year-old daughter lives in Atlanta.  

Some obstacles faced by ex-offenders are practical. They leave prison without a 

Social Security card or state identification. "You need an ID to get an ID," says 

Riddle. "It is extremely hard." Housing is often a challenge. Riddle lives with his 

mother in her home, but new rules make it almost impossible for ex-offenders to 

reside in public housing. Many employers simply won't hire ex-offenders, though 

Bethel works with a number that do. "Most people say you are welcome," Riddle 

told me, "but you are not really welcome. You are a burden."  

Addiction is a particular challenge. "When I was first locked up," Riddle 

explains, "there were more drugs inside than on the street. Through the years, 

that changed. Now it is more rare." Why the change? "Because they started 

screening the police coming in [and] started extensive searches of family coming 

in."  

"But going to jail doesn't solve a drug problem. It is forced drug rehabilitation. 

People say, 'I'm going to get high the first day I'm out.'"  

Communities on Chicago's West Side offer few resources even for those who want 

to stay clean.  

Riddle insists that the largest obstacles to finding a new life are internal. "The 

street, the hustle, is calling. You come back and don't want the lifestyle. Then you 

see people you knew. Those people didn't write you a letter in prison. They didn't 

tell your mother hello. But they see you, and it's like you've never been gone: 'You 

my man.' But you are not my friend. They don't give you money, they give you 

drugs, get you on a corner."  

In fact, more than 50 percent of ex-offenders are in legal trouble again within 

three years. The call of the streets is itself, according to Riddle, a kind 

of "addiction." And many, in the stark transition from one day in total confinement 

to the next in total freedom, succumb. What returning felons need most, especially 

in the first months, is a safe transition zone, including housing, addiction 

treatment, job experience to begin building a resume and help with family 

reunification. All this is expensive -- but not so expensive as imprisonment. The 

Second Chance Act -- signed by President George W. Bush in 2008 -- encourages 

these services. President Barack Obama proposes to expand its funding. It is the 

sort of needed spending that should unite the parties.  

Riddle considers himself "blessed." His daughter is in college getting a business 

degree. His job at Bethel gives him a sense of accomplishment. "They saw 

something in me," he says. That ability to see humanity beyond failure is what 

makes America the land of the second chance.  

Michael Gerson is a columnist for The Washington Post.  
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Next spring, inmates will tend 57’s rosebeds 
Lisa Roberson

ELYRIA — Inmates from the North Coast Correctional Treatment Facility will become 

groundskeepers for state Route 57 starting in the spring. 

The inmates, all low-security-risk prisoners who have clearance from the Ohio Department of 

Corrections and Rehabilitation to be a part of the community service program, will oversee 

landscape maintenance from Chestnut Ridge Road to Lorain Boulevard, Mayor Bill Grace said. 

“They will cut grass, trim around fences and 

sign posts, weed where necessary and 

generally take care of the roadway,” he 

said. 

In exchange, Grace said, the facility and 

inmates will receive the city’s “heartfelt 

thanks.” 

With the city’s current financial situation, 

many city employees have been laid off and 

city services have been cut. That’s raised 

questions about who would care for the 

$500,000 in landscaping that was planted 

along the newly rehabbed five-mile stretch. 

But Grace said a plan is in the works to 

keep the road looking pristine without adding 

to the city’s strapped bottom line. 

While the inmates will provide the labor, 

Grace said the city will provide the 

equipment purchased through a grant from 

the Lorain County Solid Waste Management. 

The county agency may end up 

discontinuing its grant program next year, 

but Grace said money from this year’s 

allocation is still available for use. 

“By this time next year, the roadway is 

going to be a beautiful parkway for motorists to drive on, and each year it will only look more 

beautiful as the landscaping matures,” he said. “We are very excited about their offer of service.” 

Also, Grace said City Council soon will be presented with legislation to rename the road 

Veterans’ Memorial Parkway. Such a designation would pave the way for local veterans group to 

lend a hand. 

Allowing inmates to work on projects is all part of helping offenders re-enter society, said 

Deborah Hill, assistant to NCCTF Warden Hector Santiago. 

“This gives us an opportunity to allow our guys to get out and prove they can be productive 

again,” Hill said. State officials view offering real-life work experience as an important part of 

rehabilitating inmates, Hill added. 

Hill said all the inmates chosen to work on the project are very low security risk inmates who 

have meet stringent criteria, exhibit model behavior and are approved on the state level. 

This form of work will not be new to many inmates. 

The Grafton facility has an extensive garden where inmates grow produce that is eventually 

donated to the Second Harvest Food Bank in Lorain, Hill said. Also, many inmates have worked 

to clean up highways in the North Ridgeville area as well as at Firelands Boy Scout camp in 

Wakeman. 

Contact Lisa Roberson at 329-7121 or lroberson@chroniclet.com. 

The rose bushes in the median of state Route 57 

will have North Coast Correctional inmates to look 

over them next spring. (CT file photo.) 
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