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Second chance 
The Ohio Supreme Court performs a favor for the governor. Ted Strickland now has an 
opening to get his budget plan right  

Published on Wednesday, Sep 23, 2009  

The Ohio Supreme Court presented Ted Strickland with the gift of an opportunity. On Monday, a 6-1 court majority wrecked 
the governor's plan for moving quickly to install 17,500 electronic slot machines at seven horse racetracks. The justices 
opened the way for a referendum in November 2010, installation of the slots coming, quite possibly, deep into the biennium. 

If those seeking a referendum fail to collect enough signatures to reach the ballot? Other lawsuits loom, challenging the 
governor's authority to expand the Ohio Lottery via electronic slots. 

Put another way, the governor should give up the chase. He may be convinced that he has a path to meeting his May 
deadline, and thus time to collect the $933 million to help close a yawning budget deficit. He may opt to act on his own, adding 
slots as he added keno. Yet he insisted during the summer that slots and keno are different, the former requiring new statutory 
authority (the kind vulnerable to a referendum). Thus, the opportunity the court has presented involves heading in a new 
direction, addressing the deficit in a simple and responsible way. 

The governor likes to contend that a tax increase of any kind in this troubled economy would amount to punishing Ohioans. No 
politician relishes raising taxes. For his part, the governor is doing more than a little posturing. He and his fellow Democrats 
have their eyes on next year's election. They are determined — at all costs, practically — to deny ammunition to their 
Republican adversaries. Even with the revenue from electronic slots, the state budget crafted by the governor and lawmakers 
asks the needy and disadvantaged to sacrifice more than other Ohioans. 

As it is, the revenue from the slots easily could be replaced by raising the top individual income tax rate — to 7.5 percent, or 
where it stood in 2004, before the Statehouse set in motion a set of tax cuts. The change would affect a mere 2 percent of 
Ohio households. In other words, the vast majority of households still would reap the full tax reduction. 

Studies show that such a step would be better for the state economy. Wealthier Ohioans have the resources to absorb the 
blow. The needy and disadvantaged would make use of services and assistance, providing a boost to local economies. 

Ted Strickland could make the case: He has done all he could to avoid a tax increase, but events now dictate that those 
Ohioans who have experienced good fortune must make a modest contribution to advance the whole. Ohio must balance its 
budget. The most vulnerable already have sacrificed. 
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Lethal injection is not humane option 

Even people who support capital punishment should have been horrified by what took place recently 
on death row at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility in Lucasville. 

For more than two hours, prison personnel poked needles into convicted murderer Romell Broom, 
trying unsuccessfully to find a vein into which they could inject a dose of lethal drugs. Finally, after a 
reported 18 needle jabs, corrections officials sent word of their failures to Gov. Ted Strickland, who 
halted the execution. 

Depending on how the courts, the governor and prison officials decide to proceed, another attempt to 
make Broom pay with his life for killing 14-year-old Tryna Middleton of East Cleveland still could 
come. 

That would be a mistake. The editorial page of The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer long has opposed capital 
punishment as inhumane. But Ohio's death penalty procedures have been exposed, again, as 
insupportable, too. 

Last week's fiasco was the third time since 2006 that Ohio corrections officials have struggled to 
complete an execution by lethal injection. The problem each time has been difficulty finding a vein. 
The first two were eventually successful, although the 2007 execution of Christopher Newton dragged 
on so long he was granted a bathroom break. 

After the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that lethal injection is not inherently a "cruel and unusual 
punishment" forbidden by the Constitution, Ohio changed its protocols to ensure that prisoners are 
sedated before the fatal drip begins. Broom's was to have been the third execution under these 
guidelines. 

We in no way condone or defend what Broom did. No person with a heart or a brain could. The 
question is how does a civilized society respond to the ultimate uncivilized act. 

Lethal injection has been sold to the public as a more humane -- and dependable -- means of capital 
punishment. But there was nothing humane about what happened last week. It's time to end the 
charade. 

-- The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer 
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Rape victim: Pass DNA bill 

 

By Jon Craig 

jcraig@enquirer.com  

COLUMBUS - For Amy, a 36-year-old graduate of the University of Cincinnati, House Bill 99 is 
extremely personal. 

Fourteen years after the former Clifton area resident was raped at knifepoint by a stranger who broke 
into her off-campus home, she still fears going out for a walk at night or jogging on a bike path. 

As long as her assailant walks freely, Amy says she remains haunted. 

She choked back tears Tuesday as she recounted her story at a news conference. She and an 
advocacy group, Amy's Angels, are working to reduce sexual assaults through legislation including 
DNA testing of all felons upon arrest. They've also lobbied in Kentucky and four other states. 

Her hope is the man who raped her and at least two other UC students will be caught soon after the 
legislation becomes law in Ohio, as it is in 21 other states. Meanwhile, they've set up an Internet web 
site at www.standandprevail.com. 

The parents of three murder victims from New Mexico, Alaska and Clinton County, Ohio, also spoke 
in favor of the legislation Tuesday, saying many more lives can be saved by identifying and catching 
serial killers earlier. 

Critics say DNA collection before conviction crosses the line, especially because the bill does not 
address what happens if a person isn't convicted. 

The American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio opposes the measure, saying it poses a "myriad of civil 
liberty risks" including violating a person's constitutional protections against illegal search and 
seizure, is ripe for abuse and is an invasion of privacy. 

"The problem is still with the collection," Davis said Tuesday. "It's a fundamental tenet of our justice 
system that someone is innocent until proven guilty." 

Privacy advocates have expressed concern about creating massive DNA databases, but the bills' 
sponsors said only 13 of 3 billion possible DNA markers - enough to match a criminal with certainty - 
are retained, and indexed by number not names. The markers also do not track genetic traits, they 
said. 

Amy, an Ohio native, now lives in another state. 

But about four years ago, a Cincinnati police detective notified her that the statute of limitations for 
rape charges had been extended to 20 years in Ohio and that her case was reopened. Last year, city 
police issued a warrant for the suspected rapist's arrest - using his DNA fingerprint, since they don't 
know his name. 

"I think this is my best shot,'' she said. "I want to see this guy go to prison. . .It will give me so much 
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joy to know the rape rates and homicide rates could go down.'' 

About 4,400 forcible rapes are reported each year in Ohio, or about 38 per 100,000 women and 
children.Amy and her supporters' goal is to reduce the rate to 10 per 100,000 by the year 2020. 

"With a few laws, and especially this law, it would drop over time,'' she said. 

Conceding this cause now consumes much of her time, she smiled saying, "I have job and a son and 
a life.'' 

Sharon Coolidge contributed to this article. 

Additional Facts 

What's next? 

With bipartisan support, state legislation to require DNA testing upon arrest for felony crimes stands a 
good chance of passage in Ohio. 
 
Similar legislation, requiring DNA testing upon conviction of felony crimes, became law earlier this 
year in Kentucky. Indiana and 45 other states require DNA testing upon conviction. 
 
Twenty-one other states have laws similar to the one proposed in Ohio, with DNA testing upon arrest 
for a felony. 
 
State Sen. David Goodman, a Republican from Bexley, sponsored Senate Bill 77, an identical bill that 
passed the Senate by a vote of 31-1 in June, but is awaiting House action. 
 
State Rep. W. Carlton Weddington, a Democrat from Columbus, sponsored the House version of the 
legislation, House Bill 99. Both legislators promised Tuesday to help pass one of the DNA testing bills 
into law this year. 
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Execution do-over further delayed 

 

By Andrew Welsh-Huggins 

The Associated Press  

COLUMBUS - A federal judge on Tuesday further delayed an unprecedented second attempt to put a 
condemned rapist and killer to death by lethal injection. 

U.S. District Court Judge Gregory Frost's order, which pushes a hearing on the fate of inmate Romell 
Broom from next week to Nov. 30, was unopposed by the state. It gives the state and Broom's 
attorneys time to gather more information to argue over trying to execute Broom again for the 1984 
rape and murder of a teenage girl he abducted at knifepoint in Cleveland. 

Gov. Ted Strickland stopped Broom's Sept. 15 execution after about two hours when executioners 
failed to find a usable vein. No Ohio governor has issued a similar last-minute reprieve since the state 
resumed executions in 1999. 

Broom, who said he was stuck with needles as many as 18 times, was seen weeping during the 
procedure and later complained of painful needle sticks into his bone and muscles. 

During the execution attempt, he even tried to help the executioners secure his death. He turned over 
on his left side, slid rubber tubing designed to clarify his veins up his left arm, then began moving the 
arm up and down while flexing and closing and opening his fingers. The execution team was able to 
access a vein, but it collapsed when technicians tried to insert saline fluid. 

Broom then became visibly distressed, turning over on his back and covering his face with his hands 
while crying. 

His attorneys have sued in state and federal courts to prevent a second execution attempt, saying it 
would be cruel and unusual punishment. 

Executioners claimed they couldn't find a usable vein because Broom had used intravenous drugs in 
the past. 

"Medical team having problem maintaining an open vein due to past drug use," said a minute-by-
minute log the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction kept during the execution. 

But Broom's brother questioned the allegation of intravenous drug use. 

"He did not do drugs," Randall Broom said Tuesday. "I know he smoked a little marijuana. But the 
hard drugs, no." 

He said the state shouldn't get a second chance to execute his brother. 

"It's like double jeopardy," he told The Associated Press. "They couldn't do it. So why should they do 
it again? They should have did it the first time." 

Romell Broom, 53, was sentenced to die for the rape and stabbing death of 14-year-old Tryna 
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Middleton. 

Cuyahoga County prosecutor Bill Mason has called Broom's allegations about cruel and unusual 
punishment ironic given the nature of his crime. 

"I am absolutely certain," Mason said last week, "that it was Tryna Middleton that suffered from cruel 
and unusual punishment." 

Strickland's decision to stop the execution and grant a one-week reprieve appeared to be 
unprecedented since capital punishment was declared constitutional and the nation resumed 
executions in the 1970s. Inmates in several states have experienced delays with the injection of lethal 
chemicals, but those executions always proceeded the same day. 
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Death row inmate's execution delayed again 

By Gabriel Baird  

September 22, 2009, 6:40PM 
 

 

 

A federal judge extended Romell Broom's life today to at least until Nov. 30.
 

 

Today, the day the state had planned a second attempt to execute him, 

federal Judge Gregory L. Frost granted a temporary restraining order delaying 

Broom's execution until after a Nov. 30 hearing in the U.S. District Court in 

Columbus. 
 

 

The state set out to execute Broom on Sept. 15. But after trying for two hours 

to find a vein for delivering the lethal injection, Gov. Ted Strickland 

temporarily delayed the execution of the 53-year-old man convicted of the 

1984 rape and murder of 14-year-old Tryna Middleton. 

Broom's lawyers are arguing that the ordeal left their client too traumatized for a second attempt and that 

the state does not have the right to try again. The attorneys also are arguing that the state needs to come 

up with a better method of execution. 

"The court will have to make a decision whether the claims warrant further steps," said Adele Shank, one of 

Broom's attorneys. "This is a brand new and complicated case." 

© 2009 cleveland.com. All rights reserved. 

Romell Broom is on Ohio's 

death row for the 1984 rape 

and murder of a 14-year-old 

girl. 
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SUPERINTENDENT  

Highway Patrol gets interim chief 

Wednesday,  September 23, 2009 3:02 AM  

 
ASSOCIATED PRESS  

A 21-year veteran of the State Highway Patrol has been named 
interim superintendent three weeks after the former superintendent 
said he was stepping down.

Capt. Kevin Teaford of Grove City replaces Col. Richard Collins, who 
resigned in August along with former Public Safety Director Henry 
Guzman. 

Guzman said he wanted to work in another part of the state's 
administration, and Collins said he resigned so that new leadership 
at the patrol could work with the department to move forward 
collaboratively. Gov. Ted Strickland has named Cathy Collins-Taylor 
to replace Guzman. 

Teaford, 42, works in training, selection and standards. He joined the 
patrol as a trooper and also has worked in human resources and 
labor relations and career development. 
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DELAY IN FEDERAL COURT  

Nov. 30 hearing set for second try to execute inmate 

Wednesday,  September 23, 2009 3:05 AM  

BY ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

A federal judge in Columbus yesterday further delayed a second 
attempt to put a condemned rapist and killer to death by lethal 
injection.

U.S. District Judge Gregory Frost's order, which pushes a hearing on 
the fate of inmate Romell Broom from next week to Nov. 30, was 
unopposed by the state. It gives the state and Broom's attorneys 
time to gather more information to argue over trying to execute 
Broom again for the 1984 rape and murder of a teenage girl he 
abducted at knifepoint in Cleveland. 

Gov. Ted Strickland stopped Broom's Sept. 15 execution after about 
two hours when executioners failed to find a usable vein. No Ohio 
governor has issued a similar last-minute reprieve since the state 
resumed executions in 1999. 

Broom, who said he was stuck with needles as many as 18 times, 
was seen weeping during the procedure and later complained of 
painful needle sticks into his bone and muscles. 

During the execution attempt, he even tried to help the executioners 
secure his death. He turned over on his left side, slid rubber tubing 
designed to clarify his veins up his left arm, then began moving the 
arm up and down while flexing and closing and opening his fingers. 
The execution team was able to access a vein, but it collapsed when 
technicians tried to insert saline fluid. 

Broom then became visibly distressed, turning over on his back and 
covering his face with his hands while crying. 

His attorneys have sued in state and federal courts to prevent a 
second execution attempt, saying it would be cruel and unusual 

 

Executioners who tried to 

lethally inject Romell Brown on 

Sept. 15 said they couldn't find 

a usable vein. 
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punishment. 

Executioners said they couldn't find a usable vein because Broom 
had used intravenous drugs in the past. 

But Broom's brother questioned the allegation of intravenous drug 
use. 

"He did not do drugs," Randall Broom said yesterday. "I know he 
smoked a little marijuana. But the hard drugs, no." 

He said the state shouldn't get a second chance to execute his 
brother. 

"It's like double jeopardy," he said. "They couldn't do it. So why 
should they do it again? They should have did it the first time." 

Romell Broom, 53, was sentenced to die for the rape and stabbing 
death of 14-year-old Tryna Middleton. 

Cuyahoga County prosecutor Bill Mason has called Broom's 
allegations about cruel and unusual punishment ironic given the 
nature of his crime. 

"I am absolutely certain," Mason said last week, "that it was Tryna 
Middleton that suffered from cruel and unusual punishment." 

Strickland's decision to stop the execution and grant a one-week 
reprieve appeared to be unprecedented since capital punishment 
was declared constitutional and the nation resumed executions in the 
1970s. Inmates in several states have experienced delays with the 
injection of lethal chemicals, but those executions always proceeded 
the same day. 
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Hard to feel pity for Death Row inmate 

Wednesday,  September 23, 2009 2:55 AM  

 

I normally do not send letters to The Dispatch, but the following quote from Death Row inmate Romell 

Broom prompted me to immediately run to the computer: "I am constantly reminded of the fact that 

next week I will have to undergo the same torture that the state of Ohio exacted on me."

Seriously? He raped an innocent 14-year-old girl and stabbed her to death-- and we're concerned 

about some needle sticks? 

His victim's family deserves some closure, at the very least.  

KRISTEN HART  

Columbus  
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Death penalty is costly, hypocritical 

Wednesday,  September 23, 2009 2:55 AM  

 

The Dispatch asked for comment on this question in Friday's edition: "Is it 'cruel and unusual 

punishment' to try a second time to execute a Death Row inmate?"

No, it's not. It's cruel and unusual punishment to execute him at all.  

For years, we have known of innocent people executed by the state. Yet the practice continues. For 

years, we have known that it is far more expensive to execute people than it is to imprison them. Yet, 

the practice continues. Worst of all, for years we have known that we are hypocrites to claim that killing 

is wrong when a person does it, but it's right when the state does it.  

Killing other human beings is always wrong, period. It's time we put an end to this "cruel and unusual 

punishment." 

BRUCE LARSON  

Columbus  
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GOP: Budget gap Strickland's responsibility 

 

Ohio Supreme Court decision to let voters approve slot proposal could create 
nearly $1B shortfall 
 

BY STEPHEN MAJORS 

Associated Press  

COLUMBUS -- Gov. Ted Strickland said Tuesday a tax increase is still not a good course of action in 
light of a court decision on slot machines jeopardizing nearly $1 billion in school funding, but it would 
be "foolish" to rule it out before considering all options. 

The Ohio Supreme Court decided Monday that the question of whether to put lottery-run slot 
machines at Ohio's horse racing tracks should be allowed to go to voters. The decision has forced the 
governor and lawmakers to reopen what had been a painstaking budget debate about two months 
after they thought it was settled -- at least for a while. 

Strickland reversed his views on gambling expansion to propose the slots plan, and lawmakers put 
language in the state budget that recognized his authority to establish the slots and appropriated the 
money that the machines were expected to generate. With a $933 million hole in the state's education 
funding plan, the rhetoric from both sides Tuesday was a repeat of what it was two months ago. 

The Republicans who control the Ohio Senate put the responsibility in Strickland's lap. The governor 
asked for cooperation from the Senate. It's not clear how the parties will resolve the funding hole. It's 
the Legislature's responsibility under the Ohio Constitution to balance the budget, but Republicans 
consider the education funding to be a separate component. 

"I don't think it's how soon we have to act," said Senate President Bill Harris, R-Ashland. "I think it's 
how soon does the governor have to act? We gave him a plan. And he has not yet recognized that 
we gave him a plan. So no, I don't think we have any obligation." 

Harris referred to the Senate's original proposal to the governor to put the slots question on the ballot, 
and to competitively bid the licenses so the state could maximize its revenue. 

Strickland said he thought the funding hole is Harris' problem, too. 

"Well, Sen. Harris is an elected representative of the people, he is the leader in the Senate, and 
arguably the leading Republican in the state of Ohio," Strickland said. "I would assume that he would 
feel some responsibility to work with me and (House) Speaker (Armond) Budish to deal with this very 
serious problem." 

One option is for Strickland to establish the slots with an executive order. But that faces its own 
potential problems, with two other lawsuits questioning the constitutionality of expanding the Ohio 
Lottery to include slot machines. 

"I will approach this in a thoughtful manner and will not make a decision regarding the path forward 
until I feel I've given it sufficient time and analysis, and given the Legislature an opportunity to work 
with me if they choose to do so," Strickland said. 
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