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Collision at the Highway Patrol 
Ted Strickland seeks a new leadership team  

Published on Tuesday, Sep 01, 2009  

Aseries of embarrassments at the Ohio Department of Public Safety understandably led to a top-level house cleaning Friday, 
the governor announcing the impending departures of Henry Guzman, the department director, and Richard Collins, the Ohio 
Highway Patrol superintendent. 

Ted Strickland now can move forward to replace the pair some in his administration referred to as ''oil and water.'' Both will 
continue to serve until replacements are named. Guzman is expected to move elsewhere in the administration. Collins, a 31-
year patrol veteran, is expected to retire. 

What kind of embarrassments? Hard to play down was the firing of 12 patrol officers in September 2008 for cheating or failing 
to prevent cheating on annual exams that must be passed to administer breath and blood-alcohol tests to suspected drunken 
drivers. 

The scandal hit close to home, with 11 of the troopers dismissed from the Stark-Summit post and one from the Wooster post. 
Damage to the patrol's reputation was considerable, the firings the most ever recorded in a single day in the patrol's 75-year 
history. Earlier last year, the patrol's image suffered when two troopers were disciplined after one photographed the other 
wearing a Ku Klux Klan-type hat and mask. At the time, Strickland argued for firings. 

Meanwhile, evidence of friction between Guzman and Collins continued to mount. The two recently fought over spending from 
a Ohio Highway Patrol Activities Account and whether Collins properly documented the spending. Collins said he welcomed 
an investigation by Inspector General Tom Charles, and he insisted he complied with state ethics law requirements. Also last 
year, the two battled over an investigation of alleged misconduct by an assistant public safety director. 

Kevin DeWine, the chairman of the Ohio Republican Party, cited the departures as further evidence of an administration 
''unraveling.'' That's hardly the case, hyperbole, evidently, part of DeWine's job description. Still, administering the 4,000-
person department, with responsibilities for traffic safety, homeland security and liquor permit enforcement, must be performed 
in a professional way, the public expecting the conduct of law enforcement personnel to be above even a hint of suspicion. 

Strickland rightly cleared the decks. Now he needs a solid team to repair the damage. 
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Court rejects killer's lethal injection challenge in East Cleveland murder 

Posted by kturner September 01, 2009 11:24AM 

 

Romell Broom 

CINCINNATI, Ohio — A federal appeals court says an Ohio man who raped and stabbed a 14-year-old 
East Cleveland girl more than two decades ago filed a challenge of the lethal injection system too late. 

The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati ruled Tuesday that Romell Broom is barred by the 
statute of limitations from challenging the injection process.  

A three-judge panel upheld a lower court ruling that said Broom, who filed his challenge in 2007, should 
have filed no later than the end of 2003.  

Broom is one of several inmates who joined a lawsuit arguing that Ohio's lethal injection process is 
unconstitutional because it amounts to cruel and unusual punishment.  

The 53-year-old Broom is scheduled to die Sept. 15 for the 1984 death of Tryna Middleton, who was 
raped and stabbed seven times.  

Categories: Breaking News, Crime, Death, Real Time News 

Comments 

whiteeast says... 

I hope your able to read. Die you baby killer. You must think raping and killing her was a nice usual 
punishment for a child. 20 Years is to long. Die. 

Posted on 09/01/09 at 11:43AM 

tremonster says... 

Cruel...he raped and stabbed a 14 year old girl...c'mon... 

Posted on 09/01/09 at 11:45AM 

repub4sure says... 
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Strickland cabinet churning 

 

BY JULIE CARR SMYTH 

Associated Press  

COLUMBUS -- Government is a place where people come and go. For the Strickland administration 
lately, they especially go. 

Since May, six key aides to the governor have left their posts -- several in the wake of negative media 
attention, unsatisfactory performance or internal strife. 

The number doesn't include the departures of Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher, who left his development director 
post in February to make time for a U.S. Senate run, or Helen Jones-Kelley, the human services chief 
who stepped down in December after it was suggested that she improperly accessed government 
information on Samuel "Joe the Plumber" Wurzelbacher. It also doesn't include transportation director 
Jim Beasley, who retired in January. 

The pace of the Strickland administration exits seems unusual, said Mary Anne Sharkey, a former 
Statehouse journalist who later served as Republican Gov. Bob Taft's communications chief. 

"I honestly don't recall any governor having this many people leaving, or having to terminate people, 
especially in the third year," said Sharkey, now a GOP consultant. "You like to have a stable cabinet 
to keep the ship of state afloat while you're campaigning for a second term." 

The controversy within Taft's cabinet rose to historic proportions in his second term. His workers' 
compensation chief, Jim "Mr. Fix-It" Conrad, was among those who lost their jobs in the "Coingate" 
workers' compensation bureau investment scandal that eventually led to 19 convictions, including 
Taft's. 

But Sharkey said most of the problems encountered in Taft's first term -- notably the departure of 
human services chief Jacqui Romer-Sensky, and the forced resignations of Turnpike director Gino 
Zomparelli and school facilities chief Randall Fischer -- resulted from patterns of activity under way 
before Taft took office. 

Jan Allen, Strickland's cabinet secretary, said she thinks the number of first-term departures from the 
administration is within normal bounds. 

"Government is absolutely a place where people come and go, even more than the private sector," 
she said. "That's been traditionally true, and I think this generation expects it even more than previous 
generations." 

Allen said gubernatorial appointees serve at the pleasure of the governor and most expect to step 
aside gracefully when the time arises. 

"There's nothing more important than the right people, the right place, the right time in running an 
enterprise," said Allen, also an alumna of the administration of Gov. Richard Celeste. "So when 
people feel the time has come for whatever reason to retire, to change jobs, then it's important for the 
enterprise that that happen." 
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Medicaid director John Corlett, for example, left on good terms. Public Safety director Henry Guzman, 
like Beasley, had hinted at retirement. 

But Guzman and State Highway Patrol superintendent Col. Richard Collins made a splash Friday 
when they jointly announced they were leaving because their lack of personal chemistry was 
disrupting operations. 

The other recent departures were embattled Lottery director Michael Dolan, who exited just as the 
major new venture of racetrack slots was authorized, and School Facilities chief Michael Shoemaker, 
who was forced out so quietly the administration didn't even acknowledge his departure the day the 
Akron Beacon Journal published it. 

As a long-time congressman, Strickland was at a disadvantage in hiring his cabinet over, say, GOP 
Gov. Jim Rhodes or Democrat Celeste, with their extensive in-state government ties. Many of those 
Strickland has brought on board were not people with whom he had a long personal history. 

Sharkey said it is also notable that Strickland is still without a permanent replacement for Fisher as 
development director, at a time when the state's and nation's economic recovery is paramount. 

"You would have thought by now that key position would be filled," she said. "Certainly, with any 
directorship, there's a learning curve, and next year it's going to be a campaign. So job stability's not 
the best for that person coming in." 

But George Knepper, a history professor emeritus at the University of Akron, said the comings and 
goings of gubernatorial cabinets can't be judged by a standardized scorecard. 

"My inclination would be to say to judge Strickland on his own terms. Compare what has transpired to 
what people were led to hope for with the campaign rhetoric and promises," Knepper said. 
"Comparing (any other way) is almost impossible because of the difference in party and personality 
and time." 

It is even difficult to count. Taft lost at least six key aides in his first term, 11 or more in his second. 
Strickland has lost about eight. Those figures include some pivotal non-cabinet members and exclude 
some board and commission departures, however high-profile. 

"I'm not great on these listings that tell you somebody is No. 1 ahead of all the rest," Knepper 
cautioned. "Everything that transpires is so dependent on the circumstances." 
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