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Inmate Will Testify About Failed Execution  

By BOB DRIEHAUS 

CINCINNATI — Two days after the execution of a convicted rapist-murderer was halted when technicians 

were unable to inject him with lethal drugs, a federal judge ordered Thursday that the inmate be deposed for 

a federal lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of Ohio’s lethal injection procedure.  

The deposition for the inmate, Romell Broom, is set for Monday, a day before he is scheduled to be executed. 

His lawyers said they planned to file appeals in state and federal courts on Friday seeking to cancel or at least 

postpone his execution.  

One of his lawyers, Adele Shank, said the appeals would present three arguments that executing Mr. Broom 

on Tuesday would constitute cruel and unusual punishment. They will contend that seven days is not enough 

time to recover from the physical and emotional trauma of the failed execution attempt, that Ohio’s lethal 

injection system in its current form is critically flawed and that lethal injection, in general, is cruel and 

unusual punishment. 

The execution of Mr. Broom, 53, was postponed Tuesday after technicians tried and failed for more than two 

hours to maintain an IV connection in order to inject him with lethal drugs. 

On Thursday, federal public defenders argued before the judge, Gregory L. Frost of Federal District Court in 

Columbus, Ohio, that evidence supporting their case against lethal injection would be irretrievably lost if they 

were not able to interview Mr. Broom before his death. 

“He has relevant evidence that needs to be preserved,” said David C. Stebbins, an assistant federal public 

defender in Columbus. “Mr. Broom has, of course, the most relevant testimony of what exactly they did to 

him and the amount of pain he was put in.”  

The deposition is for a case in the Federal District Court for the Southern District of Ohio.  

“The core of the complaint,” Mr. Stebbins said, “is that there are insufficient protections built into the Ohio 

procedures that guarantee it will be a painless execution, that the protocols are not sufficient to guard against 

mistakes and that they don’t cover all issues like in Mr. Broom’s case.”  

Mr. Broom was convicted of the 1984 abduction, rape and killing of Tryna Middleton, 14, who had been 

walking home from a football game in Cleveland with two friends. He maintains his innocence.  

His case is the first in which an execution by lethal injection in the United States has failed and then been 

rescheduled, according to Richard C. Dieter, executive director of the Death Penalty Information Center, in 
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Washington.  

Along with the court appeals, Mr. Broom’s lawyers are asking Gov. Ted Strickland to delay or commute the 

death sentence. 
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Parole board urges clemency denial 
Cuyahoga Falls man faces Oct. 8 execution in killing of widowed neighbor  

By Phil Trexler 
Beacon Journal staff writer 

Published on Friday, Sep 18, 2009  

A unanimous Ohio Parole Board has urged the governor to deny clemency to a condemned Cuyahoga Falls man set to be 
executed next month for robbing and killing his elderly neighbor. 

The 6-0 recommendation was announced Thursday in consideration of clemency for Lawrence Reynolds Jr. 

Gov. Ted Strickland is expected to make his decision in the next weeks leading up to Reynolds' scheduled execution date of 
Oct. 8. 

Reynolds was convicted of aggravated murder, robbery and other charges for the 1994 beating and strangulation death of his 
67-year-old neighbor, Loretta Mae Foster. 

Summit County prosecutors had argued against clemency at a hearing earlier this month. They said Reynolds' actions against 
his widowed neighbor were the ''worst of the worst'' crimes. They said he callously altered the life of Foster and her family. 

''She lived alone after her husband's death and did her best to live out a full life,'' Prosecutor Sherri Bevan Walsh said in a 
statement Thursday. ''Lawrence Reynolds brutally changed that course and for that reason, his sentence of death should be 
carried out.'' 

Reynolds' public defenders could not be reached for comment. They had asked the parole board to recommend clemency and 
a chance for Reynolds to live out his life in prison. 

The attorneys said Reynolds, now 43, was an alcoholic who didn't intend to kill Foster. He also has expressed remorse for the 
slaying. 

''After extensive deliberation,'' the board wrote in its decision, ''we are unable to find a sufficient and sustainable basis to 
recommend mercy.'' 

Phil Trexler can be reached at 330-996-3717 or ptrexler@thebeaconjournal.com. 
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Fugitive arrested in Akron house 
'Most Wanted' suspect charged with robbery, kidnapping, burglary  

Published on Thursday, Sep 17, 2009  

 
Beacon Journal staff report 

A fugitive surrendered peacefully today after Akron police and federal authorities surrounded a home in East Akron. 

Kidnapping and robbery suspect Lawrence Allen Taylor, 28, was arrested about 2 p.m. at a McNaughton Street house in East 
Akron. Police and members of the Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive Task Force had surrounded the house. 

C. Frank Figliuzzi, special agent in charge of the FBI's Cleveland office, said Taylor was the subject of an intense manhunt that 
included use of TV's America's Most Wanted. A $5,000 reward was offered for his arrest. 

Officials said Taylor was wanted in a home invasion last week on Tampa Avenue in Akron. 

He also was wanted in an attempted robbery last month at a Cuyahoga Falls bank in which he and a woman are accused of 
abducting a female teller from her home with the intention of stealing money from a State Road branch. Police foiled the plot. 

Taylor is charged with aggravated burglary, two counts of aggravated robbery, five counts of kidnapping, felony theft and using 
a weapon under disability. He is in federal custody. 
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Flawed execution 
Ohio has more reason to review its conduct of the death penalty  

Published on Friday, Sep 18, 2009  

Three times in recent years, Ohio has encountered problems seeking to carry out an execution. On Monday, Gov. Ted 
Strickland issued a last-minute reprieve after technicians struggled for two hours to find a usable vein for the lethal injection to 
kill Romell Broom. The state plans to try again next week. Better would be a decision to halt executions in Ohio, the state 
launching a complete review of its conduct of the death penalty. 

State officials may counter they already examined the process of lethal injection and made the necessary changes. What 
happened with Broom? The prison log indicates that the execution team concluded Broom's past drug use caused the difficulty 
locating a vein. The team tried to insert shunts. Broom turned on his side as he sought to help in the process. At one point, his 
body heaved and his feet shook. 

The concern isn't the condemned man. Broom raped and killed a young woman 25 years ago. Rather, the state made a 
pledge when it moved from electrocution to lethal injection as its vehicle for capital punishment. Advocates argued that the 
process would be quick and painless, more humane, in short. 

That case begins to erode when the state invites questions about whether in fumbling an execution and trying again, it has 
crossed the constitutional line barring cruel and unusual punishment. Telling is whether the state has met its own standard in 
pursuing the death penalty. 

An assessment by a panel representing the American Bar Association in 2007 found many shortcomings, larger and smaller, 
in the use of capital punishment in Ohio. The panel called for a moratorium and a full review. The episode involving Romell 
Broom should serve as impetus for following its sound advice. 
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Lawyers try to stop second execution try 

 

BY ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS 

Associated Press  

COLUMBUS -- Lawyers plan state and federal lawsuits and a request to Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland to 
stop next week's unprecedented second execution attempt of a man whose lethal injection failed on 
Tuesday. 

Cleveland attorney Tim Sweeney said Thursday that he expects lawsuits to be filed no later than 
Friday in an effort to halt the next attempt to put Romell Broom to death. 

Sweeney argues that a second try at an execution is unconstitutional. At the very least, he said, 
Strickland should further delay Tuesday's execution. 

Broom "sustained both physical and mental injuries," Sweeney said. "It's going to take time for all the 
psychic trauma to dissipate. Even if it never goes away, I think it's wrong to try to do it again so 
quickly in these circumstances." 

Strickland stopped Broom's execution after executioners tried unsuccessfully for two hours to find a 
usable vein. Broom, who at one point wiped his face with a tissue and appeared to be weeping, told 
his attorneys he was pricked as many as 18 times. 

Broom, 53, was sentenced to die for the rape and stabbing death of a 14-year-old Tryna Middleton, a 
girl he kidnapped in Cleveland in 1984. 

Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Bill Mason said it was ironic that Broom was complaining about the 
execution given the nature of his crime. 

"I am absolutely certain that it was Tryna Middleton that suffered from cruel and unusual punishment," 
Mason said. 

Broom remains at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility, where the prison system is monitoring how 
much he's drinking, said prisons spokeswoman Julie Walburn. Officials want to make sure Broom is 
not dehydrated before the execution, but they can't force him to drink more, she said. 

Dehydration could make it more difficult to find veins, however, Walburn said there's no evidence that 
caused Tuesday's problems. 

Another execution attempt could include the same veins they tried accessing Tuesday or other points 
on his arms, legs or feet, Walburn said. 

Late Thursday, U.S. District Court Judge Gregory Frost agreed to give lawyers challenging Ohio's 
lethal injection system in an unrelated lawsuit more time to gather information related to the Broom 
case. Their original deadline for gathering information had passed. 

Federal public defender David Stebbins, who's working on the earlier lawsuit, said he plans to 
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interview Broom on Monday in the Southern Ohio facility in Lucasville. 

The fact that Broom survived the execution "creates a singular opportunity to confirm that he, in fact, 
experienced serious pain in violation of his constitutional rights, not just a 'substantial risk' of serious 
pain," Stebbins and attorney Allen Bohnert argued in a court filing. 

The only case similar to the Broom execution happened in Louisiana in 1946, when a first attempt to 
execute Willie Francis did not work. Francis was returned to death row for nearly a year while the 
U.S. Supreme Court considered whether a second electrocution would be unconstitutional. 

The court ultimately ruled against Francis 5-4 and he was put to death in 1947. 

Broom has a much stronger case than Francis, said Deborah Denno, a Fordham University law 
professor and death penalty expert. 

It was unclear how far the first execution actually went and whether Francis experienced the electric 
current, she said. The court's uncertainty about that fact played a major role in its decision to return 
him to the electric chair, Denno said. 

In the case of Broom, however, "There's absolutely no question that the execution process started," 
she said. 

Justice Felix Frankfurter, a swing vote in the court's 1947 decision, also said a different set of facts 
could have led to a different decision. 

Those facts could include "a series of abortive attempts at electrocution," he wrote. 

Denno said that's clearly the case with the Broom execution attempt. 
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Posted 9/17/2009 3:05 PM ET 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — The Ohio Parole Board has rejected clemency for a man sentenced to die next 
month for strangling his 67-year-old neighbor. 

The board voted 6-0 Thursday against mercy for 43-year-old Lawrence Reynolds, who killed Loretta Foster 
in 1994 in her Cuyahoga Falls home. 

The board said the aggravating factors surrounding Foster's brutal murder outweighed any arguments 
against sparing Reynolds. 

Reynolds' attorneys argued he was a lifelong alcoholic and that his addiction drove him to kill for money. 
They also said Reynolds has shown deep remorse in prison. 

Prosecutors said Reynolds planned the murder for days and there was no evidence he had been drinking 
at the time. 

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 

rewritten or redistributed. 

  Parole board rejects mercy for Ohio killer
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Woman, 92, swindled out of car, cops say 

 

By Jennifer Baker 

jbaker@enquirer.com  

COLLEGE HILL – A parole violator was arrested and charged Thursday with swindling a 92-year-old 
woman out of her car and using it to commit crimes. 

Keith Jones, 52, of College Hill is held without bond today at the Hamilton County jail. He faces a 
felony theft charge. 

Cincinnati police say he convinced the woman on July 19 he would repair her 1999 Buick Century 
and then purchase it from her. Instead, he never paid the woman, even after she turned over the car’s 
title, court records show. 

She became suspicious and filed a theft report with police on July 31. 

By then, Woodlawn police had already impounded the vehicle. They discovered Jones had committed 
a theft and towed the car, court records show. 
 
Cincinnati police signed charges on Jones Aug. 19. He was apprehended Thursday morning when 
his parole officer and Cincinnati police went to his Argus Road residence. 
 
They nearly had to call the SWAT team out to get him to surrender, but he finally was taken into 
custody, according to emergency communication reports. 
 
The Enquirer will update this story as information develops. 
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'Dead Man Walking' author Helen Prejean speaks at Case Western Reserve University 
about death penalty and Ohio's failed execution of Romell Broom 

Posted by mwhitley September 17, 2009 21:56PM 

Perhaps even bad publicity from a botched execution may offer some hope -- hope for someday killing 
the death penalty in Ohio.  

That was part of the emotionally charged message Thursday from Helen Prejean, the Louisiana nun 
portrayed in "Dead Man Walking," the 1995 film based on her book.  

Prejean spoke at Case Western Reserve University about various issues surrounding the death penalty -- 
including Tuesday's failed lethal injection of convicted Ohio murderer Romell Broom.  

"The death penalty is diminishing in the rest of country," she said. "We are slowly putting the death 
penalty out of commission -- and Ohio will do it too, eventually.  

"There are other options. Ohio doesn't have to kill anymore."  

Her lecture came only two days after prison guards at Lucasville had tried for several hours to 
successfully tap a vein in which they could administer the drugs to kill Broom. They eventually gave up. 
The execution has been delayed for one week while state officials figure out what went wrong and how 
to fix it.  

Broom, 53, was sentenced to die for the 1984 rape and murder of 14-year-old Tryna Middleton of East 
Cleveland. The failed execution became national news.  

A federal judge in Cincinnati ordered Thursday that Broom be deposed on Monday for a federal lawsuit 
challenging the constitutionality of Ohio's lethal injection procedure, the New York Times reported.  

Broom's lawyers also have said they plan to file appeals in state and federal courts today seeking to 
cancel or at least postpone his execution.  

Prejean said Broom's case has revived old divisions in a state that has killed 33 inmates, with another 
176 in waiting.  

"Why is Ohio executing so many people? What is it about the people here?" Prejean asked rhetorically 
after rattling off statistics about the state's executions over the last decade.  

"The people of Ohio, I'm sure if I went to churches or civic clubs, are good decent, people. But chances 
are they've never really thought deeply about the death penalty and we have to find ways to help them 
think about it."  

The American Civil Liberties Union and Cleveland Coalition Against the Death Penalty decried the 
Broom incident as cruel and called for an end to Ohio executions.  

Prosecutors, however, countered that it was Tryna who first experienced "cruel and unusual 
punishment" when she was brutally stabbed to death by Broom. Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland said the state 
would review the case -- but not reconsider the practice of administering lethal injections.  
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The 70-year-old Catholic nun said she has walked five others to their deaths in prison after helping 
Louisiana inmate Patrick Sonnier face his death in 1981 -- the topic of her book.  

She said she feels compassion not only for Broom -- who at times Tuesday tried to help prison guards to 
find a viable vein -- but also for his family and especially for Tryna's family.  

"I found that what you have to do -- and it's a journey I've made myself -- is to allow people to be 
outraged over the crime, but then bring them gradually into the journey of asking the question, 'What 
does it mean to kill another human being?' -- both by a criminal and by the state."  

She also said the death penalty has a ripple effect, victimizing the guards who make up 'the execution 
team.'  

"It's like we're saying, 'Just get in there, guys, and do your job,' except they couldn't do their job this 
time with Romell Broom," she said.  

"Can you imagine how it is for these guys who tried to kill him unsuccessfully on Tuesday? How it is to 
go home to their families -- and then maybe have to go back and try again?"  

"For each of us, on all sides of this, it's all about the dignity of human life -- and there's no dignity in the 
death penalty."  

Categories:  

Comments 

tm53chev says... 

Death by the State is punishment set down by the courts for the crime they are convicted of. The death 
of an innocent by a criminal during the commitment of a crime, to silence a witness, just for the sake of 
killing someone or a perveted sex offender SHOULD be punishable by death to that criminal. The fact 
that the convicted killer is now a changed man because of isolation from society as the appeals process 
is worked through is irrelivant. To suggest compassion should now be shown to the convicted killer 
shows NO compassion to the victim who is still dead. Of course the isolation and long stay on death row 
might change some killers. Give them pause to reflect on their crime and as such become that changed 
man. This is no way should affect the fact of the conviction and punishment that was set down on the 
killer for the crime and should be put to death.  

Posted on 09/17/09 at 10:26PM 

theo66996 says... 

Blah blah blah. Someone who rapes and viciously murders a child certainly derserves to die. I don't care 
what some Catholic nun says about it. If they can't find the veins in him, use a firing squad. I think nuns 
are pretty wacko -- women who run away from the real world, afraid of even having sex. I don't relate to 
the Catholic church or their nutty nuns. An eye for an eye.  

Posted on 09/17/09 at 11:14PM 

ROBO9595 says... 
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Bill to expand DNA testing 

Woman who ID'd wrong man urges lawmakers to act  

Friday,  September 18, 2009 3:11 AM  

BY JIM SIEGEL 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

After hearing compelling testimony yesterday from a North Carolina woman and the man she 
wrongfully accused of rape, House Democrats pledged to move a bill that would expand DNA testing 
and attempt to improve criminal investigations.

Rep. Tyrone K. Yates, a Cincinnati Democrat and chairman of the House Criminal Justice 
Committee, dismissed concerns that the House might try to approve its own version of the bill 
instead of Senate Bill 77, which overwhelmingly passed the Senate in June. 

Yates said he expects action by spring. "Anything beyond that will be too late to get it done and foot-
dragging," he said. 

The bill got a push from Jennifer Thompson-Cannino and Ronald Cotton, who came from North 
Carolina to tell the story of how she, in good faith, identified him as the man who broke into her home 
in 1984 and raped her. 

When she chose Cotton's picture, and then picked him out of a lineup, her choice was reinforced by 
small comments from officers in the room. 

"By the time I picked him out of a physical lineup, Ron Cotton had become the man who raped me 
that night," Thompson-Cannino said. "I was 100 percent sure -- and I was 100 percent wrong." 

After eight years in prison, DNA evidence exonerated Cotton of the crime. He has since forgiven her, 
and the two have joined forces to push states to improve their evidence-gathering and suspect-
lineup procedures. 

"If there is a better way, please, for God's sakes, adopt it," Thompson-Cannino told lawmakers. 

The proposed changes were sparked by a Dispatch investigation into problems with DNA testing and 
evidence retention in Ohio. Sen. David Goodman, R-New Albany, said his bill addresses problems 
that are "frustrating the intent of previous DNA legislation I passed." 

The bill would open up DNA testing to parolees, set new standards for biological evidence retention, 
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require DNA samples from anyone arrested for a felony and require that lineups be performed by an 
officer who doesn't know who is the real suspect. 

Rep. W. Carlton Weddington, D-Columbus, who is jointly sponsoring the House version of the DNA 
bill with Yates, also said he expects the Senate bill to be the vehicle for changing the law. He has 
worked with Goodman on the issue. 

"I felt compelled because I know how it has disproportionately impacted people of color and people 
who are poor," Weddington said. "I agreed with Sen. Goodman that we will do whatever is necessary 
to get this passed through." 

Both Weddington and Yates said they are taking a close look at requiring DNA samples be taken 
from anyone arrested for a felony crime. Weddington said he wants to make sure a person can get 
the DNA sample expunged if he or she is ultimately acquitted. 

Yates said he also has heard concern from law enforcement and the attorney general's office about 
the cost of the bill. 

"My impression is there will be grants at the federal level that will help," he said. "I don't want cost to 
be an excuse for not leading the issue." 

jsiegel@dispatch.com 
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