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Governor delays execution after problems with convict's veins 

By Stephen Majors 

The Associated Press 

Posted Sep 15, 2009 @ 08:40 PM 

Gov. Ted Strickland ordered a weeklong reprieve for a condemned inmate on Tuesday after the Ohio execution team had problems 

finding usable veins for the lethal injection process. 

Executioners were unable for more than two hours to find veins that would accept fluid from an IV without collapsing for 53-year-old Romell Broom, who 

was sentenced to die for the rape and slaying of a 14-year-old Tryna Middleton in 1984. 

No Ohio governor has issued a similar last-minute reprieve since the state resumed executions in 1999. 

The team began working on Broom, in a holding cell 17 steps from the execution chamber, at about 2 p.m., four hours after his execution was originally 

scheduled. That initial delay was due to a final federal appeals request. 

After the team spent nearly an hour trying to find a workable vein, Broom tried to help them bring him a quicker death. He turned over on his left side, 

slid rubber tubing designed to clarify his veins up his left arm, then began moving the arm up and down while flexing and closing and opening his 

fingers. The execution team was able to access a vein, but it collapsed when technicians tried to insert saline fluid. 

Broom then became visibly distressed, turning over on his back and covering his face with both hands. His torso heaved up and down and his feet 

shook, as he appeared to be crying. He wiped his eyes and was handed a roll of toilet paper, which he used to wipe his brow. 

He sat up at the end of the bed and talked with his execution team. 

The team had been asking Broom whether he wanted a break, but he chose to push ahead, as did the execution staff, prisons director Terry Collins 

said. Collins then insisted on a break and contacted the governor to let him know about the difficulties. 

Broom, who did not have any witnesses present, requested that one of his attorneys, Adele Shank, come to the witness area. She asked to speak with 

Broom but was told that once the process started, it’s protocol that attorneys can’t have contact with their client. 

“I want to know what Romell wants,” Shank told a prison official, who told her that he was being cooperative. 

“He’s always cooperative,” responded Shank. “I want to know what he wants me to do.” 

At about 3:20, the team tried to insert shunts through veins in Broom’s legs as he sat upright on the table. He looked up several times during the 

process and appeared to grimace. A member of the execution team reached over and patted him on the back. 

Roughly five minutes later, the team returned to Broom’s arms to again try to access a vein and get the saline solution to work. 

After speaking with the execution team, Collins said he determined that it was time he ask the governor for a reprieve, at about 4 p.m. The team told 

him they didn’t believe his veins would accept the saline fluid, or hold if the execution reached the point when the lethal drugs would start being 

administered. 

Collins said the difficulty in the process “absolutely, positively” does not shake his faith in the state’s lethal injection procedure. He said his team wants 

to be “100 percent perfect 100 percent of the time” but that no one is. 

“I have a team right now that’s disappointed because they think they let me down,” said Collins, who told the team they did not. 

Collins said he thanked Broom after the reprieve was issued for the respectful way he dealt with the execution team and the demeanor he showed 

through the difficulties. 

Another lawyer for Broom, Tim Sweeney, wrote Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer asking him to end the procedure. 

“Any further attempts today to carry out the execution of Mr. Broom would be cruel and unusual punishment in violation of ... the U.S. Constitution,” he 

wrote. “They would also violate Ohio’s statutory requirement that a lethal injection execution is to be quick and painless.” 

“It was obviously a flawed process,” said Shank, who said she was concerned that Broom appeared to wince in pain several times. 

Collins said the team would try to determine, before Broom’s next scheduled execution, how to resolve the problem with finding suitable veins. 

A medical evaluation Monday determined that veins in Broom’s right arm appeared accessible, while those in his left arm were not as visible. 

The scene Tuesday was reminiscent of the problems that delayed executions in 2006 and 2007 and led to changes in Ohio’s lethal injection process. 

LUCASVILLE —
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In 2006, the execution of Joseph Clark was delayed for more than an hour after the team failed to properly attach an IV, an incident that led to changes 

in Ohio’s execution process. 

The state also had difficulty finding the veins of inmate Christopher Newton, whose May 2007 execution was delayed nearly two hours. 

In that case, the state said the delay was caused by team members taking their time as opposed to an unforeseen problem. 

Since Clark, the state’s execution rules have allowed team members to take as much time as they need to find the best vein for the IVs that carry the 

three lethal chemicals. 

Ohio has executed 32 men since Wilford Berry in 1999, an execution slightly delayed also because of problems finding a vein. 

Associated Press Writer Andrew Welsh-Huggins contributed to this report. 
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Governor delays execution after suitable vein can't be found 

 

BY STEPHEN MAJORS 

Associated Press  

LUCASVILLE -- After his lethal injection was delayed for hours because of his own attorney's appeal 
request, an Ohio inmate condemned for the 1984 rape and slaying of a teen girl tried to help hasten 
his own death as his executioners had trouble finding usable veins. 

Romell Broom, 35, turned onto his side, slid rubber tubing up his left arm and moved the arm up and 
down while flexing and opening his fingers. The execution team accessed a vein, but it collapsed 
when technicians tried to insert saline fluid, bringing Broom to tears. 

Prisons director Terry Collins decided after a two-hour effort using Brooms arms and legs that the 
team had had enough. He contacted Gov. Ted Strickand, who issued the state's first last-minute 
reprieve since Ohio resumed executions in 1999. 

The team began working on Broom, in a holding cell 17 steps from the execution chamber, at about 2 
p.m., four hours after his execution's originally scheduled time due to a final federal appeals request. 

Broom began helping about an hour into the process. When his help made no difference, he turned 
onto his back and covered his face with both hands. His torso heaved up and down and his feet 
shook. He wiped his eyes and was handed a roll of toilet paper, which he used to wipe his brow. 

When the technicians tried to use his legs, he grimaced, and a member of the execution team patted 
him on the back. 

Broom, who did not have any witnesses present, requested that one of his attorneys, Adele Shank, 
come to the witness area. She asked to speak with Broom but was told that once the process started, 
it's protocol that attorneys can't have contact with their client. 

"I want to know what Romell wants," Shank told a prison official, who told her that he was being 
cooperative. 

"He's always cooperative," responded Shank. "I want to know what he wants me to do." 

Meanwhile, another lawyer for Broom, Tim Sweeney, wrote Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Thomas J. Moyer asking him to end the procedure. 

"Any further attempts today to carry out the execution of Mr. Broom would be cruel and unusual 
punishment in violation of ... the U.S. Constitution," he wrote. "They would also violate Ohio's 
statutory requirement that a lethal injection execution is to be quick and painless." 

The scene Tuesday was reminiscent of the problems that delayed executions in 2006 and 2007 and 
led to changes in Ohio's lethal injection process. 

In 2006, the execution of Joseph Clark was delayed for more than an hour after the team failed to 
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properly attach an IV. 

Since Clark, the state's execution rules have allowed team members to take as much time as they 
need to find the best vein for the IVs that carry three chemicals. 

The state also had difficulty finding the veins of inmate Christopher Newton, whose May 2007 
execution was delayed nearly two hours. In that case, the state said the delay was caused by team 
members taking their time. 

Collins said the difficulty in the process "absolutely, positively" does not shake his faith in the state's 
lethal injection procedure. A medical evaluation on Monday had determined that veins in Broom's 
right arm appeared accessible, while those in his left arm were not as visible. 

He said the team would try to figure out, before Broom's next scheduled execution, how to resolve the 
problem with finding suitable veins. 

Collins said he thanked Broom after the reprieve was issued for the respectful way he dealt with the 
execution team and the demeanor he showed through the difficulties. 

Ohio has executed 32 men since Wilford Berry in 1999, an execution slightly delayed also because of 
problems finding a vein. 
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By Stephen Majors, Associated Press Writer 

LUCASVILLE, Ohio — Problems finding a usable vein during an 
attempt to execute an Ohio inmate have halted his lethal injection 
for a week, but one death penalty scholar says possible legal 
challenges could further delay his return to the death chamber. 

Gov. Ted Strickland on Tuesday issued a one-week reprieve to 

Romell Broom, 53, who spent more than two hours awaiting 

execution as technicians searched for a vein strong enough to 

deliver the three-drug lethal injection. The issue arose three years 

after Ohio revised its lethal injection protocol due to problems 

with another inmate's IV. 

No Ohio governor has issued a similar last-minute reprieve since 

the state resumed executions in 1999. 

Richard Dieter, director of the nonprofit Death Penalty Information 

Center, said he knows of only one inmate who was subjected to 

more than one execution. 

A first attempt to execute Willie Francis in 1946 by electrocution 

in Louisiana did not work. He was returned to death row for 

nearly a year while the U.S. Supreme Court considered whether 

a second electrocution would be unconstitutional. 

Dieter said he expects legal challenges will mean Broom will not 

face execution again in a week's time. 

"I think this is going to be challenged, whether under our standards of decency subjecting someone to multiple 

executions is cruel and unusual ... whether this is in effect experimenting on human beings, whether or not they're 

sure what works in Ohio," he said. 

Broom was sentenced to die for the rape and slaying of a 14-year-old Tryna Middleton after abducting her in 

Cleveland in September 1984 as she walked home from a Friday night football game with two friends. 

Prisons director Terry Collins said the execution team eventually told him they didn't believe Broom's veins would 

hold if the execution reached the point when the lethal drugs would be administered. 

Collins said he contacted the governor at about 4 p.m. to let him know about the difficulties and request a reprieve. 

A medical evaluation Monday had determined that veins in Broom's right arm appeared accessible. Collins said that 

before Broom's next scheduled execution, the team would try to determine how to resolve the problem encountered 

Tuesday 

About an hour into Tuesday's execution effort, a lawyer for Broom, Tim Sweeney, sent an e-mail and fax to Ohio 

Supreme Court Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer asking him to end the procedure. Sweeney said continuing the 

effort would deny Broom his constitutional rights against cruel and unusual punishment and violate Ohio law that 

requires lethal injection to be quick and painless. 

The team had started working on Broom, in a holding cell 17 steps from the execution chamber, at about 2 p.m., 

four hours after his execution was originally scheduled. That initial delay was due to a final federal appeals request. 

After about an hour, Broom tried to help. He turned onto his left side, slid rubber tubing up his left arm, began 

moving the arm up and down and flexed and closed his fingers. The execution team was able to access a vein, but 

it collapsed when technicians tried to insert saline fluid. 

Broom turned onto his back and covered his face with both hands. His torso heaved up and down and his feet 

shook. He wiped his eyes and was handed a roll of toilet paper, which he used to wipe his brow. 

The team tried to insert shunts through veins in Broom's legs, causing him to appear to grimace. A member of the 

execution team patted him on the back. 

Broom, who did not have any witnesses present, requested that one of his attorneys, Adele Shank, come to the 

witness area. She asked to speak with Broom but was told that once the process started, it's protocol that attorneys 

can't have contact with their client. 

"I want to know what Romell wants," Shank told a prison official, who told her that he was being cooperative. 

"He's always cooperative," responded Shank. "I want to know what he wants me to do." 

Collins said the difficulty in the process "absolutely, positively" does not shake his faith in the state's lethal injection 

procedure. 

The problems prompted the American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio to ask state officials to immediately halt 

executions. 

Governor delays Ohio execution after vein 
troubles 
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  Enlarge by Anonymous, AP

 
This undated photo released by the Ohio Department 
of Correction and Rehabilitation shows Romell Broom. 
Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland ordered a weeklong reprieve 
for a condemned inmate on Tuesday Sept. 15, 2009, 
after the Ohio execution team had problems finding the 
inmate's veins during the lethal injection process. 
Executioners struggled for more than two hours to 
locate suitable veins for inserting IVs into 53-year-old 
Romell Broom, who was sentenced to die for the rape 
and slaying of a 14-year-old Tryna Middleton in 1984. 
(AP Photo/Ohio Department of Correction and 
Rehabilitation, File) 
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"Ohio's execution system is fundamentally flawed. If the state is going to take a person's life, they must ensure that 

it is done as humanely as possible," ACLU Ohio counsel Carrie Davis said. "With three botched executions in as 

many years, it's clear that the state must stop and review the system entirely before another person is put to death." 

Florida has also experienced problems with lethal injection. 

The state halted executions after the death of Angel Diaz in December 2006 was delayed for 34 minutes because 

needles were accidentally pushed through his veins, causing the chemicals to go into his muscles instead. Florida 

resumed executions in 2008 under new procedures. 

Problems accessing veins also delayed Ohio executions in 2006 and 2007. 

In 2006, the execution of Joseph Clark was delayed for more than an hour after the team failed to properly attach 

an IV, an incident that led to changes in Ohio's execution process. 

The state also had difficulty finding the veins of inmate Christopher Newton, whose May 2007 execution was 

delayed nearly two hours. 

In that case, the state said the delay was caused by team members taking their time as opposed to an unforeseen 

problem. 

Since Clark, the state's execution rules have allowed team members to take as much time as they need to find the 

best vein for the IVs that carry the three lethal chemicals. 

Ohio has executed 32 men since Wilford Berry in 1999, an execution slightly delayed also because of problems 

finding a vein. 

___ 
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September 15, 2009 

 

Botched execution brings reprieve 

 

By Jon Craig and Lisa Preston 

jcraig@enquirer.com  

LUCASVILLE - Ohio was unable to execute a convicted killer Tuesday, even with his help. 

After an execution team spent about two hours trying to find a useable vein on Romell Broom’s arms 
and legs, Gov. Ted Strickland ordered a week’s reprieve for the 53-year-old convicted rapist-murderer 
from Cleveland. 

In a prison witness room, the parents and aunt of Tryna Middleton – who was fatally stabbed on Sept. 
21, 1984 – watched silently as prison nurses struggled to keep Broom’s veins open for a lethal mix of 
chemicals to execute him. 

There were so many logistical problems encountered Tuesday by an experienced execution team 
that Broom was never moved to the injection table in the adjoining death chamber. The Middletons 
and four news reporters, including from The Enquirer, watched the process via television monitors as 
prison staff tried to hook Broom to tubes in preparation for lethal injection. 

Several times, Broom rolled onto his left side, pointed at veins, straightened tubes or massaged his 
own arms to help prison staff keep a vein open. He was clearly frustrated as he leaned back on the 
gurney, covering his face with his hands and visibly crying. His stomach heaved upward and his feet 
twitched. There is no audio from the holding cell, so reporters could only watch his movements. When 
the staff tried to put IVs in his legs, Broom looked up toward the camera above, appearing to grimace, 
at least four times, from pain. 

As Broom’s anxiety grew, he repeatedly wiped his sweaty forehead with toilet paper. 
 
Broom had no witnesses present; however, his attorney, S. Adele Shank, asked to watch after an 
hour of failed attempts to find a working vein. 

“I want to know what Romell wants me to do,” she said. “He’s always been very cooperative. … I 
started getting worried.” 

Shank left the witness area for about 30 minutes before returning to say Strickland and Ohio 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer had been notified about the problems. 

“I was very distressed,” Shank said afterward. “We are grateful this was stopped today.” 

Terry J. Collins, director of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, said prison staff 
had asked Broom several times if he wanted to take a break, but the inmate said no. Shank and 
Collins both stated that each had made a recommendation to Strickland to halt the process for the 
day. The execution was rescheduled for 10 a.m. Tuesday, but Shank said legal appeals are a 
certainty. 

The problems prompted the American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio to ask state officials to 
immediately halt executions. 
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“With three botched executions in as many years, it’s clear that the state must stop and review the 
system entirely before another person is put to death,” ACLU Ohio counsel Carrie Davis said. In 
addition to the delayed execution of Joseph Clark in 2006, the state also had difficulty finding the 
veins of inmate Christopher Newton, whose May 2007 execution was delayed nearly two hours. In 
that case, the state said the delay was caused by team members taking their time. 

The problems led to changes in Ohio’s lethal injection process. Since then, the state’s execution rules 
have allowed team members to take as much time as they need to find the best vein for the IVs that 
carry three chemicals. 

Collins said the difficulty in the process “absolutely, positively” does not shake his faith in the state’s 
lethal injection procedure. 

Legal appeals delayed the start of the execution process by 3½ hours, to 2 p.m. 

This was the first of 33 executions carried out since 1999 that was stopped for procedural reasons. 
Others were postponed due to court stays. 

At least 20 protesters showed up. Many left for home by 1:30 p.m. because of the long drive home 
and the sweltering heat. 

The one group that was there to the end was from Cincinnati. Sister Alice Gerdeman is president of 
Ohioans to Stop Executions. There were four of them remaining when the execution was halted. All 
four were still praying and weeping for Broom and his victims as the empty hearse drove out the 
prison gate. 

The Associated Press contributed. 

Additional Facts 

Read Strickland's order 

WARRANT OF REPRIEVE 
 
1. Romell Broom is currently in the custody of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation, has been 
sentenced to death, and the Ohio Supreme Court scheduled his execution for September 15, 2009. 
 
2. Difficulties in administering the execution protocol necessitate a temporary reprieve to allow the 
Department to recommend appropriate next steps to me. 
 
3. Ohio Revised Code Section 2967.08 provides that the Governor may grant a reprieve for a definite 
time to a person under sentence of death, with or without notices or application. 
 
4. Accordingly, I direct that the sentence of death for Romell Broom be reprieved until September 22, 
2009. 
 
5. Mr. Broom should remain incarcerated in the custody of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction. The Department should carry out Mr. Broom’s sentence on that day unless further 
reprieve or clemency is granted. 
 
6. I signed this Warrant of Reprieve on September 15, 2009 in Columbus, Ohio. 
 
Ted Strickland, Governor 
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September 15, 2009 

 

Inmate skips out on jail furlough 

 

The Enquirer  

The Warren County Sheriff’s Office has charged a Cincinnati woman with escape after she was 
released Monday for a four-hour, court-approved furlough and did not return to jail. 

Calesha Marie Harris, 24, of Mount Airy was granted a jail furlough by Mason Municipal Court, but 
was required to return for another 41 days to finish an 80-day sentence for a probation violation, 
according to the sheriff’s office. 

She has been charged with escape, a first-degree misdemeanor. Harris is black, 5 feet 11 inches tall 
and 275 pounds. She has a tattoo on her chest of the initials “MJ” inside a heart and another of 
praying hands on her right arm, authorities said. 

Anyone with information pertaining to Harris’ whereabouts is asked to call the Warren County 
Sheriff’s Office, 513-695-1280, or Crime Stoppers, 513-352-3040. 
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Governor delays Ohio execution after vein troubles 

Posted by kturner September 15, 2009 17:07PM 

LUCASVILLE, Ohio — Gov. Ted Strickland has delayed an execution after the Ohio execution team 
had problems finding the inmate's veins.  

Strickland ordered a week-long reprieve Tuesday afternoon after executioners struggled for about two 
hours to locate suitable veins for inserting IVs into 53-year-old Romell Broom.  

The team began working on Broom, in a holding cell 17 steps from the execution chamber, shortly after 
2 p.m.  

No Ohio governor has issued a similar last-minute reprieve since the state resumed executions in 1999.  

Broom raped and stabbed to death a 14-year-old girl in 1984 after abducting her at knifepoint as she 
walked home from a Friday night football game with two friends.  

Categories: Breaking News, Death, Real Time News 

Comments 

cleavlander says... 

NO COMMENT 

go browns!!! 

Posted on 09/15/09 at 5:27PM 

forestpkwy says... 

Make him listen to continous re broadcasts of Kanye West's appearance on Leno last night and he will 
solve the problem by hanging himself with his own belt! 

Posted on 09/15/09 at 5:31PM 

ruffroh says... 

i can see where it is hard to find ones in the arms...the best of us have trouble at times...why not stick it 
in is jugular??? Or would that be violating his rights??? @@ 
Way to go...let the monster live another week..ugh. 

Posted on 09/15/09 at 5:32PM 

spartacist says... 

Well, interesting how this total POS had no problem finding the veins of the 14-year-old girl he stabbed 
(and raped). 
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Appeals court rejects Romell Broom's appeal; preparations for execution resume 

Posted by kturner September 15, 2009 12:38PM 

ODRC Web siteRomell Broom 

Read more: 

Romell Broom execution preparations halted pending appeal 

Death row inmate Romell Broom cooperative before his execution 

LUCASVILLE, Ohio — A federal appeals court in Cincinnati declined to review the case of Romell 
Broom, who was scheduled to be executed at 10 a.m. today in the Lucasville prison. 

Broom's lawyers had asked the full 6th Circuit appeals court to review the case. Preparations for the 
execution were halted while officials awaited word from the appeals court.  

It remains unclear if Broom's lawyers will ask the U.S. Supreme Court to consider the case. 

Broom, 53, and formerly of Shaker Heights, was sentenced to die for abducting, raping and killing 14-
year-old Tryna Middleton of East Cleveland in 1984. 

 
Categories: Breaking News, Crime, Death, Real Time News 

Comments 

GoldaMeir says... 

Would it be cruel and unusual punishment to leave him strapped to the gurney with the stents in waiting 
for the court's decision? They act like it's a space shuttle launch with all this preparation. 

Posted on 09/15/09 at 12:58PM 

east202 says... 

Its it a go or what?  

Posted on 09/15/09 at 1:38PM 

shopkeeper says... 
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