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Ohio death row inmate denied stay 
By Joanne Viviano 
Associated Press  

POSTED: 08:36 a.m. EDT, Sep 15, 2009  

COLUMBUS: A man who raped and stabbed to death a 14-year-old girl did not expect any visitors in the hours before his 
execution today, and no family or friends planned to watch him die. 

Romell Broom was to be executed at 10 a.m. at the Southern Ohio Correctional Institution in Lucasville. He was convicted of 
killing Tryna Middleton after abducting her at knifepoint on Sept. 21, 1984, as she walked home from a Friday night football 
game with two friends. 

Ohio has executed 32 men since the state began putting people to death again in 1999. Broom's execution would be the 
second in less than a month. 

A U.S. District Court refused to halt the execution Monday, the same day Gov. Ted Strickland denied clemency. Broom's 
attorney filed an appeal of the court decision with a federal appeals court; a separate appeal was denied Monday by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

The 53-year-old Broom has sought a court hearing to consider whether investigators shielded records at his trial. He says the 
records could have changed the trial's outcome. 

The execution was still scheduled to go ahead, even with the appeal pending before the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Cincinnati, prisons department spokeswoman Julie Walburn said today. 

Walburn said Tryna Middleton's mother, Bessye Middleton, and an aunt planned to witness the execution on her behalf. 

Broom was calm and cooperative and appeared to accept his fate, Walburn said. 

A medical evaluation Monday determined that veins in his right arm appear accessible, while those in his left arm are not as 
visible, she said. 

''I imagine he's on pins and needles, and pretty much scared,'' his lawyer Tim Sweeney said Monday. 

Broom did not request a special meal and was served the same dinner Monday as the general prison population: stir-fried 
turkey, rice, green beans, greens, pears, bread and cherry-flavored drink. He finished eating as he spoke with one of his 
attorneys, leaving green beans and greens uneaten. 

He was allowed contact visits with family, but told prison staff that he did not expect any visitors. He spoke by phone Monday 
evening with a sister and brother. 

Broom had not requested a spiritual adviser, and no one planned to witness the execution on his behalf, Walburn said. 
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Counties discuss jail contract 

 
BY MATT BRUNING 
Correspondent  

Discussions continued Monday between Ross and Pike counties concerning a long-term contract to 
house inmates in the Ross County Jail. 

Pike County has been sending prisoners to Ross County since the Law Enforcement Complex 
opened 20 years ago. The two counties have continued the arrangement despite not having a 
contract in place for several years. 

As of Monday morning, nearly 50 of the 200 inmates at the jail were from Pike County according to 
Ross County Sheriff's Colonel T.J. Hollis, who is in charge of the corrections and courts division. The 
current agreement brings Ross County nearly a $1 million a year, according to Ross County 
Commissioner Jim Caldwell. 

"They're a good customer of our facility and we want to keep them," Caldwell said. 

Pike County is considering sending their prisoners to Scioto County. Pike County Commissioner 
Harry Rider said it is attractive because they offer video arraignment, which cuts down on the number 
of trips sheriff's deputies are forced to make to transport prisoners to and from court. Scioto County 
also has offered to take inmates at a lower rate, however Rider said Ross County still is at the top of 
their list. 

"It's closer, we've done business over the years, and we've been very satisfied with the Ross County 
Commissioners and the sheriffs that have been here in the past," Rider said. 

He's hopeful that Ross County can provide video arraignment services soon as well. Without it, Rider 
said they'll "stop negotiations right now." The equipment would come with a price tag of between 
$20,000 and $30,000 and Caldwell thinks they could have it up and running in a little more than a 
month. 

Another benefit Pike County is seeking is the ability to have Ross County deputies transport their 
inmates to the hospital. Right now if an inmate needs hospitalization, a deputy from Pike County has 
to be pulled off the road and sent to Ross County. 

Rider asked Ross County to match the $40 a day offer from Scioto County, but Caldwell isn't sure 
that number will work and suggested the lowest they might be able to go would be $45. 

"We've got to look at it, but $45 is very, very tight, but if we end up assuming some other 
responsibilities or handle some other things for them we'll have to look at those costs and what they 
need to be and certainly there will have to be some sort of escalation over a period of time, so we'll 
have to look at all those things," Caldwell said. 

Ross County Sheriff George Lavender said the jail budget already is tight so there isn't a lot of room 
to negotiate on price. It costs Ross County between $65 and $67 a day to house its inmates at the 
jail. 
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"Our taxpayers should not have to pay for Pike County's inmates," he said. 

Hollis said the talks are just in the early stages and there's plenty more to discuss before any 
decisions are made. 

Pike County Sheriff Richard Henderson said eventually they'd like to build some type of holding 
facility or another option to try and keep inmates in their county, but adds right now it's more 
economical to send them out of county. A new Pike County jail has been talked about for quite some 
time, but Rider said the numbers just don't add up. 

"You cannot operate a jail down here, by the state specifications, for what you can house prisoners 
for," he said, citing Jackson and Scioto County as examples. "Jackson County has had financial 
problems and had to shut down parts of the jail. When Scioto County built their jail they got a lot of 
grant money and land from the railroads that made it look real good to them. After two or three years 
of operation it was costing them a million to $2 million in the hole and they're doing that today." 

Officials from both counties agreed to crunch more numbers and return to the bargaining table soon 
to hopefully reach a final agreement. 
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Posted 9/14/2009 6:10 PM ET 
By Joanne Viviano, Associated Press Writer 
COLUMBUS, Ohio — A U.S. District Court refused Monday to halt the execution of a man 
who raped and stabbed to death a 14-year-old girl 25 years ago. 

The court in Cleveland said Romell Broom is not entitled to a hearing to consider whether 
investigators shielded records at Broom's trial. Broom, 53, says the records could have 
changed the trial's outcome and his lawyer, Tim Sweeney said the ruling will be appealed 
to the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati. 

Broom also has a separate motion remaining before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Broom was convicted of killing Tryna Middleton after abducting her at knifepoint on Sept. 
21, 1984, as she walked home from a Friday night football game with two friends. 

Gov. Ted Strickland denied clemency on Monday after Broom had been transferred from 
death row at a Youngstown prison to the death house at the Lucasville prison in southern Ohio. Prisons department spokeswoman Julie 
Walburn said he also received a medical evaluation and that veins in Broom's right arm appear accessible, while those in his left arm are not as 
visible. 

Walburn said Broom was cooperative and his demeanor appeared accepting and calm. 

"I imagine he's on pins and needles, and pretty much scared," his lawyer Sweeney said. 

He did not request a special meal and was served the same dinner Monday as the general prison population: stir-fried turkey, rice, green 
beans, greens, pears, bread and cherry-flavored drink. He finished eating as he spoke with one of his attorneys, leaving green beans and 
greens uneaten. 

Among the items Broom was allowed to take in his cell were candy, an address book, a datebook, a handmade quilt and reading glasses. He 
the day watching television, reading and sleeping. 

He was allowed contact visits with family, but told prison staff that he did not expect any visitors. He attempted to call his father, but was unable 
to get through and planned to call again. 

Broom had not requested a spiritual adviser, and no one planned to witness the execution on his behalf, Walburn said. 

Tryna Middleton's mother, Bessye Middleton, and an aunt planned to witness the execution on behalf of the victim. 

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Death row inmate Romell Broom cooperative before his execution 

Posted by mneff September 15, 2009 07:02AM 

ODRC Web siteRomell Broom 
LUCASVILLE, Ohio — Death row inmate Romell Broom made no requests for his special meal and no 
family members were expected to visit him Monday -- the day before his scheduled execution. 

Broom, 53, arrived at the Lucasville prison at 9:43 a.m. and spent the day reading, watching a little 
television, talking to his lawyers and sleeping.  

He was cooperative, calm and accepting of what was going to happen to him, said Julie Walburn, 
director of communications for the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.  

He learned about noon that Gov. Ted Strickland declined to grant him clemency. Broom abducted, raped 
and fatally stabbed 14-year-old Tryna Middleton of East Cleveland in 1984.  

"I concur with the Parole Board's recommendation on this matter and have concluded that executive 
clemency is not warranted in this case," Strickland said in a news release. "We will continue to monitor 
pending litigation regarding this matter and I will take any additional actions which may be 
appropriate."  

Broom seemed to accept the governor's decision. A mental health assessment performed after his arrival 
at Lucasville raised no concerns, prison officials said.  

Condemned inmates usually request grand meals on the dinner before their execution. It is technically 
not a last meal because they are also offered a simple breakfast on their execution day.  

Broom chose to have whatever the kitchen prepared for the other inmates Monday evening -- stir fried 
turkey, rice, green beans, greens, pears, two slices of white bread and a cherry drink. He ate everything 
but the vegetables.  

He could have visitors until 7:30 p.m. No one had signed up to visit. He tried to make a collect call to 
his father late afternoon but was unsuccessful.  

His lawyers continued to work to get him a new trial. Two appeals were pending late Monday in federal 
court. Broom asked for clemency, arguing that he didn't get a fair trial in 1985 -- the year after Tryna 
was found dead -- because East Cleveland police shielded records that may have changed the outcome 
of the case.  

In July, the 8th Ohio District Court of Appeals said that the suppressed police records could be 
presented to the trial court for a possible new trial. His attorneys would have to convince a Cuyahoga 
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County Common Pleas Court that the records probably would have changed the outcome of his case. 
 
But it appeared Broom's attorneys would not get a chance to make that argument. The Ohio Supreme 
Court last week reversed the appeals court's decision. The justices felt that Broom should have raised the 
issue in his initial post-conviction petition.  

Tryna, a ninth-grader at Shaw High School in East Cleveland, had been walking home with friends from 
a Friday night football game about 11:30 p.m. on Sept. 21, 1984, when she was abducted at knifepoint 
and forced into a car. Her body was found about two hours later in Forest Hill Park.  

Prosecutors say semen in her body came from Broom, though his attorneys say DNA tests were 
inconclusive. Tryna's friends picked Broom from a police lineup and later identified the car he used in 
the abduction. Broom said it was a case of mistaken identity and has maintained his innocence.  

Tryna's mother, Bessye, and the girl's aunt, Hattie McIntosh, are scheduled to witness the execution. 
Broom has requested no witnesses.  

Categories: Crime 

Comments 

mrx55 says... 

bye bye,dirt bag 

Posted on 09/15/09 at 7:48AM 

rakishilover says... 

Justice for this poor girl and her family even though it will never bring her back and never erase the 
heartache they feel.  

Posted on 09/15/09 at 7:48AM 

JustBeNormal says... 

I invite everyone to do the math and consider how much of our tax dollars were spent on the trial, 
incarceration and subsequent appeals for this cockroach since 1985. I suspect the only people who are 
genuinely grieving for him are the shameless criminal defense attorneys who still insist that he's a 
civilized human being.  

Posted on 09/15/09 at 7:58AM 

forestpkwy says... 

Way to go Gov. Strickland!!! Thin out the herd!!!! 

Posted on 09/15/09 at 8:00AM 

Filesaid says... 
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U.S. marshals seek Arthur Tolliver, who may be armed 

Posted by dmiller September 14, 2009 12:52PM 

Arthur J. Tolliver 
CLEVELAND, Ohio — The Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive Task Force needs help finding 35-year-old 
fugitive Arthur Tolliver, who is accused of having a gun after a felony conviction. 

The Cleveland man is wanted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and failed to 
appear in federal court after he was released earlier this month from a state prison.  

Tolliver's criminal history here began in 1994 with carrying a concealed weapon and drug possession 
and a one-year prison sentence. He got two years for felonious assault, robbery and drug abuse in 1997. 
He was sentenced in 2001 to another nine months for carrying a concealed weapon and drug possession. 

Tolliver is 6 feet 1 and 210 pounds. He frequented the West 116th Street-Western Avenue area of 
Cleveland. He also has contacts in Akron, where he was seen in the 1200 block of Coventry Street. 
Tolliver has used aliases, including Frazier Tolliver, James Phillips, Larnell Thomas and Donald White. 

Anyone with information is asked to call 866-4WANTED. Reward money is available. 

The task force is led by the U.S. Marshals Service. 

Categories: Breaking News, Crime, Fugitive of the week, Real Time News 

Comments 

kingfish2000 says... 

Got to be strapped when you are on the streets...... 

Posted on 09/14/09 at 12:49PM 

billinshaker says... 

@olcrazy1: 

He's Chinese. 
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District court, governor reject clemency for killer 

Tuesday,  September 15, 2009 3:03 AM  

 

Associated Press  

A U.S. District Court has refused to halt today's scheduled execution 

of a man who raped and fatally stabbed a 14-year-old girl 25 years 

ago.

The court in Cleveland said yesterday that Romell Broom is not 

entitled to a hearing to consider whether investigators shielded 

records at his trial. Broom, 53, says the records could have changed 

the trial's outcome. 

Earlier yesterday, Gov. Ted Strickland denied clemency. 

Last night, Broom awaited a separate motion remaining before the 

U.S. Supreme Court. 

He was transferred Monday morning from a prison in Youngstown to the death house at the Lucasville 

prison in southern Ohio. 

 
 
Read 4 comments »  

Romell Broom 
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CAPITAL NOTES  

Special requests win Controlling Board OK 

Tuesday,  September 15, 2009 2:55 AM  

BY JAMES NASH 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

State agencies are trying to wriggle out of their budgetary constraints by submitting piecemeal 

requests to a bipartisan spending panel of lawmakers, a member of that panel charged yesterday.

Rep. Jay Hottinger, a Newark Republican who sits on the Controlling Board, said state agencies are 

attempting an end run around limits set in the two-year state budget by submitting special requests to 

the board. 

He cited yesterday's Controlling Board agenda, in which 14 agencies requested increases in their 

appropriation limits totaling $104 million. Hottinger said the expenses should have been included in the 

agency requests in the general state budget, approved in July. 

"They should have all been fully debated and vetted in the budget process," Hottinger said. 

Two members of the Controlling Board, Sen. Ray Miller and Rep. Clayton Luckie, Democrats serving 

Columbus and Dayton, respectively, disagreed with Hottinger. 

"What's at stake is not whether the funds are available, but whether there is authorization to fund these 

items," Miller said. 

Luckie said approving the items doesn't affect the state's general budget because the expenses are 

drawn from special funds. 

In the end, the Controlling Board approved all of the items with only Hottinger dissenting. 

jnash@dispatch.com  
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Toxicology tests ordered for dead inmate 

 

Coroner says death not suspicious 
 
By JESSICA CUFFMAN 
The Marion Star  

MARION - Police await the coroner's report that will include toxicology results for a woman who died 
after being incarcerated at the county jail before concluding their investigation. 

With any unattended death - those not in a hospital or nursing home - police look into the matter, said 
Maj. Jay McDonald of the Marion City Police Department. 

For some cases, that means waiting on forensic results, as is the case for Michelle A. Havranek, 43, 
formerly of East Fairground Street. 

She was arrested early Thursday morning for disorderly conduct while intoxicated, after officers 
responded to a call reporting her wandering on the north side of the city. She was booked in to Multi-
County Correctional Center at about 4 a.m. and placed in a holding cell in the book-in area to sober 
up. 

County Coroner Dr. Marc Comianos said her death did not appear to be suspicious, as there were no 
indications of internal or external trauma. 

Toxicology results were ordered, which could take six to eight weeks to return. 

According to the inmate personal property form, Havranek had four types of medication with her when 
she was booked in. 

In turning them over to family, MCCC Executive Director Dale Osborn noted in his report that one 
prescription that had been filled the day before her death was missing at least 17 pills. Two pills a day 
were to be taken, according to the prescription. 

Inmates at the jail receive medical attention when needed, he said, and if a potential inmate is ill 
before being booked in, law enforcement officers are directed to transport them for medical attention 
beforehand. 

That was not the case with Havranek, who was suspected of using alcohol. 

She had been booked in at the jail for the same charge, disorderly conduct while intoxicated, three 
times previously, Osborn said - in 2005, in 2007 and previously this year in April. 

Video surveillance from the jail's cameras shows correctional officers checking on her visually 13 
times through her stay there. Officers try to check on all inmates at least once an hour, Osborn said. 

At the last check made about 15 minutes before she was to be released at 11 a.m., she was OK, he 
said. 
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When a lieutenant went to release her and found her unresponsive, he called for an emergency 
squad and started CPR. 

Havranek was pronounced dead after being transported to Marion General Hospital. 

Inmates who are taken to the jail to sober up typically are there for about eight hours, Osborn said. 

Past that point, if there still is any kind of issue with their coherency or otherwise, a family member is 
contacted or in the past, they even have been transported to the hospital from the jail. 

Havranek was there about seven hours. 

Video does not show Havranek when she was inside her cell, only during her arrival, book in and 
transport to the hospital. Law prohibits video observation in shower or toilet areas, one of which was 
in her cell, Osborn said. 

The jail had 156 inmates during her incarceration and averages 160 on a daily basis, he said. Staffing 
levels were up as well, with seven officers and a sergeant on duty during third shift, and 11 officers, a 
lieutenant and multiple other staff present during first shift. 

Reporter Jessica Cuffman: 740-375-5155 or jcuffman@marionstar.com 
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