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Relatives oppose clemency 
Hearing held for man who strangled Falls neighbor. Oct. 8 execution looms  

By Dennis J. Willard 
Beacon Journal Columbus Bureau 

Published on Friday, Sep 11, 2009  

COLUMBUS: Dona Papp fought unsuccessfully against the tears streaming down her face as she talked about her great-aunt. 

Loretta Mae Foster, 67, was brutally murdered 15 years ago by a Cuyahoga Falls neighbor, Lawrence Reynolds Jr., who was 
high on drugs and alcohol. 

Papp told the Ohio Parole Board on Thursday that Reynolds' request for clemency should be denied and he should be 
executed as scheduled Oct. 8. 

''That was 15 years ago. He is still guilty. My aunt is still dead,'' Papp told the parole board, which will issue a report and 
recommendation next Thursday to Gov. Ted Strickland. 

Reynolds spent six years in the U.S. Army before returning to Cuyahoga Falls, where he was living with his parents when he 
killed Foster on Jan. 11, 1994. 

Brad Gessner, assistant Summit County prosecutor, took issue with attorneys for Reynolds who wrote in their clemency 
request: ''A murder by an alcoholic with no plans to kill, who was looking for money to buy alcohol, is not as heinous as the 
other crimes in which death was imposed in Summit County.'' 

Gessner said Reynolds was a cold-blooded, calculating killer who stalked and eventually murdered Foster. 

Using a slide projector, Gessner displayed photos of Foster's life. She is shown in various photos with her husband, who 
preceded her in death; their son, Michael; grandchildren; and dozens of extended family members and 
friends. 

Then Gessner showed slides from the murder scene. 

He told the parole board that although she lived alone without fear for 18 years after her husband died, Foster was frightened 
by Reynolds in the days before he killed her. She told her son, a friend and a doctor that Reynolds was acting strange after 
she hired him to paint her basement in December 1993. 

On the night of the murder, Reynolds went to her back door carrying a thick, wooden tent post and rope. When she wouldn't 
let him in, Reynolds conned her by saying he had a letter from his sister, Lori, for Foster, Gessner said. 

When she cracked the door open, Reynolds pushed his way in and started to hit her in the face with the tent post. Foster tried 
to escape by running into her living room to call her son, who had told her to phone if Reynolds came around. 

Reynolds hit her again and again until she collapsed on the floor. As he was ransacking her house, Foster attempted to reach 
the phone. 

Gessner said Reynolds then ripped her clothes off, tied her hands behind her back and attempted to rape her before strangling 
her first with his hands and then with the rope. 

Reynolds left with $40 and a blank check from Foster's account. He went drinking with his brother and some friends. 

When police arrested Reynolds, they found the tent post, rope and check in his room. 

''This is the worst of the worst,'' Gessner said. 

Ohio public defenders Kathyrn Sanford and Robert Lowe, representing Reynolds, who was not present, asked the board to 
recommend clemency and life without parole in prison. 

Sanford described Reynolds as a genetic alcoholic with low self-esteem, a loveless upbringing, no history of violence and 
genuine remorse for his crime. 
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Reynolds' family members did not attend the hearing. 

Dennis Eshbaugh, an Ohio Department of Mental Health psychologist, told the parole board that Reynolds was a biological 
alcoholic who started drinking when he was 14, and that he was wrongly diagnosed with antisocial behavior during the trial 
and sentencing. 

At one point, Eshbaugh became emotional as he described the lack of unconditional love afforded Reynolds by his mother and 
father. 

Gessner countered that Reynolds had no problems with alcohol before graduating high school on time, and that his family 
attempted to help him when he returned from the Army. 

Testimony from Foster's family choked up the room. 

Kelly Redfern read from a letter that talked about her fondest memories of July Fourth picnics with her great-aunt. 

''Those were the best of times. She was the type of person you could not get enough of,'' Redfern said. ''I believe I am the 
daughter, sister, wife and mother I am today because of her.'' 

Foster's granddaughter, Patty Soloman, told the board her father has never recovered from his mother's murder. 

Michael Foster did not attend the hearing. 

Soloman said her grandmother baby-sat the Reynolds children, and at times she was jealous because of the attention Foster 
showed them. 

''I understand why [Reynolds' family] are not here today,'' Soloman said, adding that the Reynoldses have placed tributes at 
her grandmother's gravesite over the years. 

She said that although 15 years have passed since her grandmother was murdered, the family has never forgotten her. 

''But every good memory has a bad memory after it,'' Soloman said. 

Dennis J. Willard can be reached at 614-224-1613 or dwillard@thebeaconjournal.com. 
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Church to ordain sex offender 

 

Associated Press  

LOUISVILLE - A small Kentucky church is planning to ordain a convicted sex offender as a minister 
to its flock. 

The decision has led some members of an abuse victims group to ask the church to reconsider. 

Members of the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests met outside the church Thursday and 
said in a letter that the ordination would be "a reckless move that will only put kids in harm's way." 
The group sent the letter to the church asking that it postpone any action and hold a public hearing. 

The church's pastor, Randy Meadows, did not return repeated calls for comment this week from The 
Associated Press and no one answered a door at the church on Thursday. 

Hourigan, 41, was charged in 1998 with sexually abusing and sodomizing an 11-year-old boy. He 
pleaded guilty to lesser charges and was released from prison in 2006. 
 
Hourigan told CNN that he has completed a sex offender treatment program and was up front with 
the church's pastor about his criminal past. 
 
"I've learned that I have to change the way that I think in order to change my actions and behaviors," 
he said on CNN. 
 
A phone number for Hourigan was not listed and no one answered the door Wednesday at the 
residence listed on his sex offender registration. 
 
Meadows, who founded the church that welcomes gays, lesbians and transgenders, said Hourigan 
will sign an agreement not to minister to children. 
 
"I don't take anything lightly when it comes to someone's past," Meadows told CNN. But he added, 
"God gives everyone a second and a third and fourth chance." 
 
Kevin Pickerrell, a former deacon at the downtown church, said he left the church over Meadows' 
decision to ordain Hourigan. 
 
"I don't have a problem with Mark going to church, I think all people should be in church," Pickerrell 
told WHAS-TV in Louisville. But he said, "I don't think someone with that (in his past) should be 
ordained as a minister." 
 
Pickerrell said he is worried that Hourigan could be tempted by children who gather at the church for 
weekly Sunday school. 
 
The letter from SNAP lists similar concerns. 
 
"We are convinced that a truly remorseful and 'reformed' sex offender would not even seek a position 
like minister, just as a truly repentant and sober alcoholic wouldn't seek a job in a tavern," said the 
letter signed by SNAP members Cal Pfeiffer and David Clohessy. 
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Pfeiffer said the group thinks the issue should be considered more thoroughly. 
 
"We're asking them to slow down, talk it over, involve more people who will ask questions. Our 
ultimate goal is to protect the children, protect him, protect their church," he said. 
 
Hourigan completed parole in June 2008, according to Jennifer Brislin, a spokeswoman with the 
state's Justice and Public Safety Cabinet. He will remain on the state's sex offender registry for the 
rest of his life. 
 
On the church's Web site, Hourigan is listed as a praise and worship leader. The Pentecostal church 
declares that it welcomes "everyone regardless of race, religion, culture (or) sexual orientation." 
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Report critical of OTR rehab center 

 

By Eileen Kelley 

ekelley@enquirer.com  

At least six offenders living in an Over-the-Rhine halfway house that had been home to accused 
serial killer Anthony Kirkland were able to roam the streets in the middle of the night after bribing a 
staff member of the Pogue Center to let them out, a state report issued Thursday revealed. 

The 101-bed halfway house is home to formerly incarcerated sex offenders, killers and drug dealers 
among others. It has been under the eye of the state since it was revealed the center violated its 
policies when it kicked Kirkland to the curb after he started a fight in late February. Within days of 
beings let go, Kirkland embarked on a crime spree that ended on March 8 when police arrested him 
near the dead body of 13-year-old Esme Kenney, prosecutors and police say. The local parole 
authority was not notified that Kirkland was a free man until three days after the fact. 

Esme is Kirkland’s fourth victim. Investigators say he sexually assaulted another teen and two other 
women in 2006, killed them and set them on fire in an attempt to cover up the evidence. 

Kirkland has confessed to the killings. He faces the death penalty. His trial is expected to begin in 
early November. 

The nine-page state report is presumed to be the last, though the state will continue to monitor the 
facility, since renamed the Success For Life Center, state officials said Thursday. 
 
Julie Walburn, a spokeswoman for the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections said the 
incident involving the offenders bribing the staffer was not isolated and that the worker has been fired. 
 
 
The staffer was paid $20 to $30 by offenders, documents state. 
 
The report was a follow up to a late March report that mandated that the facility implement 13 
recommendations that range from decreasing the absent without leave rate to communicating with 
the public better. 
 
While the report found a few improvements, it found that the facility, which currently houses 77 
offenders, continues to violate notification policies when offenders have either walked away or 
violated house rules. The state cited four cases where the halfway house provided inaccurate or 
untimely information to the local parole authority and one instance where it failed to notify the parole 
authority at all until it was questioned about it.  
 
The halfway house continues to have a high absent without leave rate for offenders, though it has 
made some progress, the report says. In March the state revealed that the facility had the highest 
AWOL rate of any of Ohio’s 23 halfway houses. The spring report said close to a third of the 
offenders –32 percent – had walked away from the program between 2007 and 2008. The state 
average at the time was 15 percent. 
 
The latest report says the state average is now 14 percent and the halfway house’s rate now stands 
at 26 percent. 
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Karen Strickley, development director for the agency that oversees the center, called the report 
“bitter-sweet,” and admitted the facility still has a lot of work to do. 
 
Cincinnati City Councilman Chris Monzel, who along with the majority of the council members called 
for a closure of the facility last spring, said the state needs to get tougher with the facility. After the 
March report, he called on Gov. Ted Strickland to authorize an independent investigation of the 
facility. The state’s department of corrections paid $3.8 million to the Cincinnati halfway house and its 
sister facility in Dayton last fiscal year. The idea was shot down. 
 
“It’s kind of like asking the fox to guard the henhouse,” he said of the state’s department of 
corrections conducting the reviews. “… (The facility offers) a potential danger to our community that is 
unconscionable and needs to be addressed sooner than later because we don’t need another tragedy 
like we had this spring.” 
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Judges get help in assessing juveniles 

New state system gauges risk posed by youths in court  

Friday,  September 11, 2009 3:10 AM  

BY ALAN JOHNSON 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

For years, Jackson County Judge Stephen D. Michael and his fellow juvenile-court judges have 
pleaded for better tools to help them assess how best to handle troubled young offenders, he said.

Now, they have them. 

Today, the Ohio Department of Youth Services is rolling out the Ohio Youth Assessment System, a 
streamlined, Web-based system for assessing offenders to determine appropriate sentencing, 
treatment and level of supervision. It is designed, in part, to help judges decide whether they should 
send offenders to more-costly state programs or less-expensive community ones. 

"It really is system-changing," said Thomas Stickrath, youth services director. "It will have a 
tremendous impact on our juvenile-justice system. It's been several years in the making." 

The assessment system, which is voluntary for counties, would replace 77 assessment methods in 
place across the state. Some Ohio counties have no formal system. 

Stickrath said one result will be that Youth Services, which has shrunk to six facilities housing nearly 
40 percent fewer offenders than four years ago, will increasingly handle only the most-serious, 
highest-risk offenders. 

Two facilities were shut down this year, and Stickrath said another one will probably close by June. 

The assessment will be used in diversion and detention of offenders both within the facility and 
afterward when they re-enter the community, Stickrath said. 

Michael, president of the Ohio Association of Juvenile Court Judges, representing 100 jurists, said 
they want "a common tool for all Ohio courts to use with the same standards." 

"It will be an additional way to refine our thinking so we can do an even better job," he said. 

Michael said it will not detract from judges' sentencing flexibility. 
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Edward J. Latessa, director and professor at the University of Cincinnati's School of Criminal Justice, 
described it as a one-of-a-kind system in the nation. 

"This is about making better decisions. … It's really a major, major improvement over the way things 
have been done before," Latessa said. 

In studying 2,500 cases of young offenders, Latessa found that low-risk youths housed in the same 
facilities as high-risk offenders ended up becoming worse rather than being rehabilitated. They had a 
high chance of getting in trouble again. 

The new assessment tool was developed to take into account the youth's family history, education, 
friends, prior criminal record, drug and alcohol use and other factors. 

Officials in all 88 counties will be able to put information into the new system online. What they will 
get from the automated system is a sophisticated risk-factor assessment, Latessa said. The 
database will be housed at the University of Cincinnati under a state contract. 

The U.S. Department of Justice gave the state a $300,000 grant to help develop the risk-assessment 
program, hoping that Ohio officials would come up with a model that can be transferred to other 
states. 

Details about the system are available online by clicking on the Ohio Youth Assessment System 
Registration page at http://www.dys.ohio.gov/. 
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Sex complaints double against prison workers 

Friday,  September 11, 2009 3:01 AM  

 
Associated Press  

WASHINGTON—Claims of sexual abuse by federal prison workers doubled in the past eight years, a 

new report found. 

The report from Justice Department Inspector General Glenn Fine said abuse allegations against 

Bureau of Prisons employees increased dramatically from 2001 to 2008. Claims of sexual misconduct 

by staff members more than doubled, rising 130 percent in the same period. 

According to the findings, female prison workers were more likely to be accused of sexual misconduct 

or abuse than their male counterparts, yet those women who were convicted were less likely to serve 

time in prison. 
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By Dave Greber, Staff Writer  

Updated 2:02 AM Thursday, September 10, 2009  

 

HAMILTON — Community activist Victor Davis described his older brother as a man who has 

taken responsibility for the two women he killed, and a man who found religion during 

subsequent prison sentences. 

Von Clark Davis’ family members pleaded Wednesday, Sept. 9, with the three-judge panel in 

Butler County Common Pleas Court to spare their brother, father and son as they decide whether 

to return Davis, 62, to Ohio’s Death Row. 

“(He) has always attempted to right himself in the face of those who would accept it, and to God,” 

said Victor Davis, a former director of the Booker T. Washington Community Center. “(He) has 

always expressed to me how hurt he was that he brought hurt upon two families ... Three families 

including his own. 

“Rather than waste time by simply being incarcerated, (he) has tried to make the most of it, to try 

and maintain family contacts, social contacts and contacts with those who have played a major 

part in his life,” Victor Davis said. 

Among those contacts is a growing relationship with his daughter Sherry, his daughter with his 

wife, Ernestine, whom he stabbed to death in 1970. 

Sherry Davis, now 41, of Cincinnati said Wednesday the relationship between she and her father 

has strengthened during the past 15 years, as the two have exchanged letters and telephone calls. 

She described her mother’s slaying as “a burden that I carried for a long time” but that she has 

forgiven her father. 

“I had my mother taken away from me,” she said. “I would not like to see my father taken away 

from me.” 

Davis — on parole after spending 10 years in prison for his wife’s death — shot and killed his 

former girlfriend Suzette Butler, a 24-year-old single mother of Hamilton, two weeks before 

Christmas 1983. 

The judges Wednesday also heard testimony from the defendant’s mother, stepfather and sister. 

“I don’t see where it would serve any purpose with a death sentence. Some people say it’s closure, 

but it’s not closure,” said Davis’ sister, Carol Smith. “I would rather see him where he is still 
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Killer has taken responsibility for wife and 
girlfriend's deaths, says brother 
Family of Von Clark Davis asks three-judge panel to not impose death penalty 
for a third time. 
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living out his life the best he can behind those bars,” she added, tears streaming down her face. “I 

just hope the Butlers can understand that we are suffering right along with them.” 

Davis has been sentenced to death twice — in 1984 and 1989 — and twice the sentence has been 

overturned — in 1988 and again in 2007. 

Testimony is expected to continue today with Cynthia Mausser, Ohio Parole Board chairwoman. 
 

Find this article at: 

http://www.western-star.com/news/crime/killer-has-taken-responsibility-for-wife-and-girlfriends-deaths-says-
brother-289886.html 
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Man sentenced to death for the 3rd time 

HAMILTON, Ohio (AP) — As a judge announced that he had been sentenced to die, Von Clark Davis 
didn't flinch. It was the third time he's heard that. 

A three-judge Butler County panel deliberated less than an hour Thursday before ordering Davis' 
return to death row. 
 
Davis, now 62, was first convicted in southwest Ohio of aggravated murder and sentenced to die in 
1984 for fatally shooting girlfriend Suzette Butler, 27. Appeals courts vacated that sentence and one 
handed down in 1989 because of lower-court errors. 
 
During a three-day hearing this week, defense attorney Melynda Cook-Reich asked for a sentence of 
30 years to life and presented testimony about Davis' good behavior, family ties and other mitigating 
factors. Davis took the stand Tuesday and admitted the killing, while expressing remorse to Butler's 
family members in the courtroom. 
 
But prosecutors noted at the time of Butler's 1983 slaying, Davis was on parole after serving some 10 
years for fatally stabbing his wife. 
 
"It's atypical for a person during their lifetime to have purposely killed two women," said Michael 
Oster, an assistant county prosecutor. "What's atypical in this case is that the aggravating 
circumstance outweighs all the typical things you would expect that have been presented to us in 
mitigation." 
 
He also warned that Davis conceivably could be paroled again if he received a lesser sentence. 
 
Davis plans to appeal the latest sentence. 
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