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Inmate accuses Ohio doctor of molesting him

Posted 10/8/2009 4:45 PM ET
HAMILTON, Ohio (AP) — A man in prison for shooting a police officer has testified that a southwest Ohio
pediatrician molested him when he was a child and paid for his silence.

The 29-year-old man entered the courtroom in handcuffs and leg shackles Thursday as the third of four
accusers to testify against 53-year-old Dr. Mark Blankenburg. Blankenburg is one of two twin brother
pediatricians accused of sex crimes against minors in Hamilton. He is charged with 41 counts involving sex,
drugs, bribery and money laundering.

The inmate says he was 15 when Blankenburg first performed a sex act on him, gave him $200 and a
prescription painkiller. The inmate said Blankenburg filmed some repeated incidents.

Blankenburg's lawyer says the doctor was a victim of extortion and false allegations. LL D EVI I

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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Find this article at:
http://content.usatoday.net/dist/custom/gci/InsidePage.aspx?cld=chillicothegazette&sParam=31772047.story

I Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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Ohio to ask U.S. Supreme Court to allow execution of Frank
Spisak, who killed 3 at Cleveland State University

By Stephen Koff, The Plain Dealer
October 08, 2009, 9:39PM

Lynn Ischay, The Plain Dealer
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WASHINGTON -- The state of Ohio will try to convince the U.S. Supreme Court on Tuesday that a notorious
murderer with "impulsive psychotic rages" deserves to die for three killings in 1982 at Cleveland State
University.

Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray, who will argue the state's case, says there is no doubt as to Frank
Spisak's guilt. Instead, the issue is whether Spisak should have a prison sentence rather than the death
penalty because of the way the sentencing phase of his 1983 trial was handled. That issue has been kicked
up and down appeals courts for years and included a previous trip to the U.S. Supreme Court in 2007.

Spisak, who sported a Hitler-style moustache and gave the Nazi salute during his trial, killed the Rev. Horace
Rickerson, CSU student Brian Warford and Timothy Sheehan, CSU's assistant superintendent for buildings
and grounds. Spisak was "unrepentant toward the jury and court during the trial," Cordray said in an
interview.

In a brief to the Supreme Court, the attorney general said, "At trial for a series of murders on a college
campus, respondent Frank G. Spisak Jr. proudly testified at length as to his neo-Nazi beliefs and told the
jury that those beliefs had motivated the murders . . . Spisak's guilt of the underlying crimes was not (and
could not be) contested."

http://blog.cleveland.com/metro//print.html 10/9/2009
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But an appeals court has said Spisak deserves to be resentenced to life in prison because of legal errors at
the end of his trial. Spisak's new attorneys said in legal filings that jurors were led to believe inaccurately
that any verdict to spare Spisak's life must be reached unanimously, creating a presumption in favor of a
death sentence. The attorneys also said that Spisak's trial lawyer was ineffective, costing Spisak a chance
for a different sentence.

For example, they said, psychiatric tests had found that Spisak, who at times dressed as a woman, had
paranoid obsessions, "focusing on hatred of blacks, sadistic morbid fantasies of dead babies and
identifications with powerful Nazi figures." But Spisak's lawyer barely attempted to use the defendant's
psychological state as a reason to find mercy, the new lawyers said in their Supreme Court brief.

Instead, the brief said, Spisak's lawyer told jurors: "Don't look for good deeds, because he has done none.
Don't look for good thoughts, because he has none."

The trial lawyer "abdicated his role as defense counsel and assumed the role of a prosecutor," the new
attorneys' brief said.

Cordray disagrees. The state as well as lower courts have said that Spisak's trial lawyer was merely trying a
strategy -- one that didn't work -- and that jurors clearly knew of Spisak's mental state.

Nothing "could have affected the minds of jurors who had sat through a lengthy trial and heard Spisak's own

chilling, hate-filled testimony," Cordray's newest brief said.

© 2009 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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Court denies second appeal by Crestline rapist

News Journal staff report

MANSFIELD -- A former city corrections officer has lost a second appeal on his 2007 conviction and
sentencing for 43 sex crimes against two girls.

Brian A. Crawford, 35, formerly of Crestline, is in Southern Ohio Correctional Facility serving a 40-
year prison term.

He was sentenced in 2007 in Richland County Common Pleas Court on eight counts of rape, 15
counts of sexual battery and 20 counts of gross sexual imposition.

Crawford, who wrestled on the minor league circuit as the Canadian Crusher, appealed a Jan. 23
ruling by Judge James DeWeese. The judge denied Crawford's petition seeking to vacate the
conviction and sentence.

In a ruling Sept. 29, a three-judge panel for the Fifth District Court of Appeals rejected Crawford's bid
to reopen his case.

In part, Crawford contended papers he attempted to file, which arrived several days past a 180-day
deadline, were delayed by "agents of the state."

State law clearly says those documents must be filed within 180 days of the date the trial transcript is
filed, the appeals court said. Mail delays aren't an excuse, the court said.

An earlier direct appeal of Crawford's conviction was denied in late 2008.

On April 8, 2009, the Ohio Supreme Court denied hearing his case, finding no substantial
constitutional question to be heard.

http://www.mansfieldnewsjournal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20091009/NEWS01/91... 10/9/2009
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Capital punishment in Ohio needs serious tweaking

EVEN before my cousin, Ann, was brutally murdered more than two decades ago, | supported the death penalty.
Capital punishment renders justice. | believed that then and now.

But lately, executions going awry in Ohio have challenged that assumption. | have no sympathy for the scum on death
row. In the days after Ann was found dead of multiple stab wounds in a suburb of Portland, Ore., the disbelief roiling
her family turned to rage against the unknown perpetrator. As the years went by, with no break in the case, some of us
felt cheated that Ann's killer never got his due for ending her life at 24.

Whenever | read about an inmate facing an execution date, or one who has already met his maker, | put myself in the
shoes of the victim's family and imagine their relief. There is no emotional closure for those who have abruptly lost a
loved one to homicide, but there is justice for the dead.

That's what | thought until executions in Ohio took a turn for the ridiculous. The state has gained national notoriety for
its botched attempts to kill legally.

Delivering death by court-ordered decree by lethal injection has become a bizarre test for Ohio's Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction. Lately it has taken marathon efforts to administer injections to some of the condemned
whose prior drug habits have apparently left them with unsuitable veins for needles.

Last month, medical technicians searched for suitable veins on Romell Broom, sentenced to die for raping and
murdering a Cleveland teenager. Two hours later, after trying as many as 18 times to find a decent portal, the team
gave up. In one of the stranger moments, the doomed guy futilely tried to aid his would-be executioners. Eventually
Gov. Ted Strickland stopped the nonsense and granted temporary reprieves to other condemned inmates as courts
examine the state's lethal-injection procedure - again.

The same protocol was reviewed in 2006 after similar complications occurred with another execution. Instead of the
usual 10 to 15 minutes, it took 90 minutes to finally kill Joseph Lewis Clark, who robbed and murdered a Toledo gas
station clerk in 1998.

That awkward scene prompted a change in Ohio's death penalty etiquette where the warden nudges and calls out to the
condemned prisoner after the chemicals are injected to ensure that the prisoner is unconscious. But first the execution
team needs to access the inmate's veins and, in some cases, that can take forever.

Then the argument turns to whether working on a condemned inmate's arms for long periods constitutes cruel and
unusual punishment. Would the same offense apply to an inmate sent back to his cell after an aborted execution only
to be scheduled for the same routine again in a week?

More importantly, is this the kind of legalized killing Ohioans want continued? If we can't execute inmates humanely
on a consistent basis, why waste the time and invite constitutional grievances on a capital punishment that is

http://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20091009/COLUMNIST13/9100... 10/9/2009
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problematic?

One botched execution is an anomaly. More than one is an abomination that reflects poorly on those who allow it to
happen. That's us. By now it should be apparent that the state's capital punishment system needs more than a little
reworking. It needs a moratorium until Ohio leaders and legal minds can weigh in on its worth to the state.

A prolonged, uncertain deliverance of the death penalty on top of the years death row inmates spend delaying fate
through myriad appeals and challenges does nothing to advance justice for the victims or their families. Better the
guilty should be sentenced to rot in prison for life without parole.

Marilou Johanek is a Blade commentary writer.

Contact her at: johanek@theblade.com

http://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20091009/COLUMNIST13/9100... 10/9/2009
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Landlords: Dr. Paid Rent For Alleged Victims

Last Update: 10/08 1:57 pm

=H Landlords: Dr. Mark Blankenburg Paid For Alleged Victims' Rent

BUTLER CO., Ohio -- Testimony in the trial of Dr. Mark
Blankenburg began Thursday with Tracey Fields, the
girlfriend of one of the pediatrician's alleged victims.

The victim is now 36-years-old and testified Wednesday
about having sex with Dr. Blankenburg and getting paid
multiple times.

Fields says that in 2005, the victim told her about his past
relationship with Dr. Blankenburg and that it included
sexual encounters along with him getting paid by the
doctor after each incident. Fields testified that Dr.
Blankenburg was not shy about his continuing relationship
with her boyfriend, as late as 2005.

(Photo by Dwayne Slavey) Fields estimates that the victim and her family received at

least $10,000 from Dr. Blankenburg. She says since

neither of them were working between 2005 and 2008,

money continued to flow in from the pediatrician. Fields

told the jury, "He paid our rent. He paid our utilities. He

+ Former Patients Allege Abuse By paid for furniture for our kids, and for our car to be fixed."
Butler Co. Pediatrician

+ Prosecutor: Pediatrician Molested
Teens, Paid Them

Related Links

Fields says that later, Dr. Blankenburg admitted directly to
her, he was continuing the relationship with her boyfriend.
She adds that he also threatened her, saying that if she
went to the police about what was going on, his attorneys "would eat her alive."

Fields says in a meeting she had with Dr. Blankenburg in 2007, it was the pediatrician who admitted to her that
they had a relationship. Fields also says the relationship her boyfriend had with the doctor was not consensual.

On cross examination by defense attorney Michael Shanks, Fields admits both she and her boyfriend received
money from Dr. Blankenburg up until the time he was arrested. When Shanks asked why she didn't go to the
police with the information she had, she says she was afraid to because the situation greatly upset her
boyfriend.

Shanks asked Fields if she ever called Dr. Blankenburg asking for money, herself. She says she never did that.

Shanks questioned her closely about why she didn't take action to stop the relationship the victim had with Dr.
Blankenburg. Fields says she never directly threatened the pediatrician with going public about the relationship,
but she did admit telling the doctor about what needs her family had.

The prosecution called two landlords to the stand to verify that they rented property to two of Dr. Blankenburg's
alleged victims and that the doctor was involved in helping to pay the rent on each.

Keith Mills said in his case the rent was $550 a month. He recalled hearing Dr. Blankenburg saying that he was
tired of the victim calling him for money all of the time.

A second landlord, Lisa Hogeback, rented an apartment to a different victim. She testified that the man and his
girlfriend didn't qualify for a lease, but that Dr. Blankenburg signed as a co-applicant, adding that the doctor was
presented to as the man's uncle. As situations changed and the man was sent to prison, Hogeback said that
the lease ended with Dr. Blankenburg paying pro-rated rent of $500.

Another morning witness was Justin Carrizales, 23, who formerly roomed with one of Dr. Blankenburg's
accusers.

Carrizales said his roommate asked him to pick up a prescription for percocet one Saturday morning because
he was over his prescription limit. He testified that the prescription was in his name and was written by Dr. Mark

http://www.kypost.com/content/wcposhared/story/Landlords-Dr-Paid-Rent-For-Alleged-V... 10/9/2009
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Blankenburg, even though Carrizales said he had no medical condition requiring the drug.

Page 2 of 2

"I had it in my hand for a second," Carrizales told the court before saying he gave it to his roommate. "He got

cranky when he didn't have his medication."

The roommate wasn't working, according to Carrizales, but would have varying amounts of cash ranging from

$500 to $1,000. He said he never asked where the money came from.

The final witness before the court adjourned for lunch was Ron Mills, account clerk supervisor in the cashier's

office at the Lebanon Correctional Institution in Warren County. He testified that on two separate occasions

money was deposited into an account of one of the inmates by Dr. Mark Blankenburg.

One of the pediatrician's alleged victims is serving a term of 81 years for a bank robbery. He is expected to take

the stand Thursday afternoon.

The 53-year old Hamilton pediatrician faces 41 charges that include bribery, money laundering, and drugs

along with sexual contact with a minor charges.

Lawyers say Dr. Blankenburg could face 50 years or more in prison, if convicted on a majority of the charges.
Judge Spaeth will decide 25 of the charges, as requested by the defense team, while jurors will decide on the

other 16 counts, which mainly involve alleged sex acts between the doctor and his young male patients.

Blankenburg's twin brother, pediatrician Dr. Scott Blankenburg faces two dozen similar charges over allegedly
using his Fairfield medical practice to arrange sexual encounters with teen-age boys who were his patients.

We'll continue to profile testimony throughout the day here at WCPO.com and follow-up with stories, later on

9News.
Copyright 2009 The E.W. Scripps Co. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.
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Federal jury rules in favor of sheriff's office

By KATHY THOMPSON
Staff Writer

COLUMBUS — A federal jury determined Muskingum County Sheriff's Office employees did not use
excessive force against an inmate in 2006.

The verdict came Thursday in the case of Kenneth J. Fletcher, who filed the lawsuit stating jail
employees used an excessive force against him, used a Taser gun on him and then denied him
medical treatment. The lawsuit asked for $1 million in compensatory damages and $1 million in
punitive damages.

Sheriff Matt Lutz said he is thrilled with the verdict.

"This sends a message that we are not going to just pay off lawsuits that we have filed against us,"
Lutz said.

Just before the trial, U. S. District Court of Southern Ohio Magistrate Judge Norah McCann King
dismissed the charges of using a Taser and that Fletcher had his constitutional rights violated by
officers not allowing him to practice his religion, according to the sheriff's office attorney, Jessica
Philemond.

King allowed jurors to hear testimony regarding the use of the restraint chair and medical treatment
being denied.

Jurors, who deliberated for about an hour, all concluded the sheriff's employees had done nothing
wrong, Lutz said.

"This was a phenomenal job done by the officers involved and the attorneys," Lutz said. "We've
known all along that we were right and had done everything by the book."

Christopher Trolinger, an attorney representing Fletcher, said he and Fletcher were disappointed in
the verdict.

"The defendant had the use of the county purse and it was an uphill battle from the beginning,"
Trolinger said. "But we do hope some good comes out of it. The point was made that mistreatment of
an inmate or anyone will not go un-noticed."

Trolinger said an appeal is being considered.

Fletcher was at the county jail for a breaking and entering charge and theft and vandalism. He was
found guilty and sentenced to 18 months in prison and ordered to pay restitution in the amount of
$8,797.77.

According to the lawsuit, Fletcher claimed his food requests for non-pork products, since his religion
prevents him from eating it, were denied. He said he was Tased four times, shocked into
unconsciousness and woke up in a restraint chair. Wounded, Fletcher claimed he developed a staph
infection, which resulted in painful blistering and severe scarring to his back.

http://www.zanesvilletimesrecorder.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AlD=/20091008/UPDATES... 10/9/2009
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But his care at the jail was completely above board, according to Lutz.

"We even had a witness testify that his treatment at our jail was better than treatment at a state
prison," Lutz said.

Lutz said he understands law enforcement are to be held accountable for their actions.

"We realize that in some venues of law enforcement, mistakes are made and those officers are
justifiably condemned," Lutz said. "But in this case, our officers did absolutely nothing wrong and the
jury confirmed that."

Currently, Fletcher is incarcerated at the Ross Correctional Facility in Chillicothe after being convicted
of two counts of aggravated robbery, one count of failure to comply, one count of having a weapon
while under disability, three counts of theft, one count of aggravated vehicular assault, two counts of
breaking and entering and one count of vandalism. He is expected to be released in 2019.
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