
  

Friday, October 30, 2009 |  
Westerville, OH 59° Feels Like: 59° Overcast  
Home > News> Local  

Corrections Officials, Law Enforcement Ponder 
H1N1 Outbreak 

Page 1 of 4Corrections Officials, Law Enforcement Ponder H1N1 Outbreak | NBC4i.com

10/30/2009http://www2.nbc4i.com/cmh/news/local/article/corrections_officials_law_enforcement_p...



H1N1 In Prisons 

Could prisoners receive the highly-sought after H1N1 flu shot before the rest of the public?  
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LANCASTER, Ohio—An outbreak of H1N1 inside a jail or prison has those in charge of watching 
over prisoners wondering what to do.  

At the Fairfield County Jail in Lancaster, Sgt. Rick Sanders keeps a bottle of bleach and two separate 
cleaners with him to constantly disinfect.  

At the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, officials have not received any vaccinations 
for H1N1 yet, but they have them ordered for 70 pregnant female inmates in the system.  

Health care workers and corrections officers who work with sick inmates will also be among the first to 
get the vaccines.  

Prisons at the state level have pandemic plans in place, but the counties may not.  

Around the nation, a fury has erupted over the premise that inmates may be receiving vaccinations 
before the general public.   

“We have the perfect storm for something that could be very difficult to maintain,“ said Fairfield County 
Sheriff Dave Phalen. “We have never had anything like this—an H1N1-type virus—that could enter into 
a closed facility where we have a situation where we have overcrowding.“ 

So far, there are no reported cases of H1N1 in the state prison system nor at the county level.  

The fact that they’re isolated from the outside could have protected prison populations, but their close 
community could also make a disease spread rapidly. 

For additional information, stay with nbc4i.com and NBC 4 and refresh nbc4i.com—Where Accuracy 
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State gears to free prisoners 

Parole agents check inmates' future homes before early release 

By Megan Twohey 

Tribune reporter 

October 30, 2009 

As the state prepares to release about 1,000 inmates from 
prison up to a year early, parole agents across Illinois are 
making unannounced visits to select homes, checking for 
overcrowding, drug paraphernalia and vicious dogs that 
could hamper future inspections. 
 
After determining there is adequate space for an inmate, 
the agents stress to residents that their homes are in for a 
drastic change.  
 
"I make sure they understand their house is now an 
extension of prison," Matt Lukow, an agent, explained. 
 
By releasing those inmates from prison in the next few 
weeks, Gov. Pat Quinn's administration hopes to save 
millions of dollars and usher in other alternatives to incarceration. But the cost-cutting early releases are 
opposed by police, prosecutors and some crime victims.  
 
Instead of living behind barbed wire and bars, the offenders will be monitored by electronic ankle 
bracelets in the homes of friends or family members. Shedding jumpsuits for jeans, they can leave home 
for jobs, drug counseling or other productive activities. Parole agents, not prison guards, will monitor 
their behavior.  
 
It is among a variety of controversial changes in corrections sweeping the country, as states work to plug 
the massive financial drain of prisons. 
 
Truth-in-sentencing laws, the war on drugs and spikes in violent crime have helped fuel a costly 
explosion in the prison population in recent decades. Illinois taxpayers spend more than $1 billion a year 
on corrections. 
 
With its population of 45,545, the state system operates much like a revolving door: Half of inmates 
return to prison within three years, in many cases for technical violations of parole. 
 
State officials contend they will release only nonviolent drug and property crime offenders with no 
previous parole violations and no outstanding warrants or orders of protection taken out against them.  
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But the administration declined Thursday to release a list of inmates or their offenses, saying it had not 
been finalized. 
 
Corrections officials and many criminal justice experts say the offenders pose minimal threat to the 
public and have better shots at rehabilitation if they remain in the community. Most of the inmates will 
return to Cook County. 
 
"This is not just an opportunity to save some money but also to deal with crime more effectively," said 
Michael Randle, director of the Department of Corrections.  
 
Critics are blasting the move, saying early release undermines the criminal justice system and puts the 
public at risk.  
 
It is a politically charged issue. Even supporters recognize the potential pitfalls, pointing to the 
occasional high-profile cases of convicts committing heinous crimes while on electronic monitoring. 
 
Julius Anderson, a sex offender released from prison, was suspected in two brutal rapes last summer 
while on electronic monitoring. The attorney general's office says Anderson disappeared Aug. 7, but a 
special agent was not assigned by corrections to find him until Aug. 19. 
 
"They've done their best to eliminate violent offenders, but someone is bound to commit murder, armed 
robbery or rape," said David Olson, a professor of criminal justice at Loyola University Chicago, who 
serves on an advisory board to the state Department of Corrections. "It won't do the victim any good to 
say this was bound to happen even if the person got out one year later." 
 
Critics worry about those worst-case scenarios.  
 
"When offenders are behind bars, they can't victimize the community," said Dora Larson of Will 
County, an advocate for victims' rights, who said her young daughter was raped and murdered by a 
former inmate shortly after his release on regular parole. 
 
It is not the first time Illinois has issued early release to certain prisoners to save money. From 1989 to 
2003, 27,616 inmates were released from prison and placed on electronic home detention for the 
remainder of their sentences. 
 
Of those placed on electronic detention, 37 percent were sent back to prison for violations, and 14 
percent absconded.  
 
Corrections administrators could not explain what happened to those who absconded or why others were 
sent back to prison. They also could not say why the early releases were halted. 
 
"That was a different administration," said Januari Smith, department spokeswoman. 
 
Markow, a veteran of the parole system, said inmates released to electronic home detention in previous 
years were placed on a special parole caseload, which included sex offenders and other dangerous 
parolees on electronic monitoring. 
 
The group was subject to stricter supervision than the average parolee, such as weekly meetings with 
their parole agents and full house searches. They also faced tougher sanctions, such as a felony escape 
charge, if they absconded. 
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This time around, inmates on electronic detention will be on general parole caseloads, which contain an 
average of 86 parolees per agent. The department is providing no additional resources for the group. 
 
Markow, a leader in central Illinois of the American Federal of State, County and Municipal Employees, 
favors the early release of nonviolent offenders but is concerned about the parole system's 406 agents 
being stretched thin. 
 
And given the poor job market and waiting lists for substance abuse and mental health counseling the 
inmates will face, he said he worries about the prospects for those on electronic home detention. 
 
"This can be a good thing, but you need the proper resources," Markow said. 
 
Markow said many family members who are taking in inmates were enthusiastic.  
 
But it is not always smooth sailing, said Benneth Lee, who assists other former inmates back into the 
larger community. 
 
He said his relatives suffered hardship when two nephews returned home from prison to electronic 
monitoring. 
 
The nephews, who lived in separate homes, missed job opportunities because their parole agents did not 
provide clearance on time, Lee said, and the family members complained of harsh treatment from the 
agents 
 
One nephew said he was glad to be sent back to prison for violations, Lee said.  
 
"When you're returning from prison trying to learn how to be a citizen, it's better to do that in the 
community, but if the stakeholders aren't doing their part and being supportive of the process, it can turn 
out to be a bad thing," he said. 
 
mtwohey@tribune.com 
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Michigan to Close Prison Considered for Gitmo Detainees  
U.S. NEWS OCTOBER 30, 2009

By ALEX P. KELLOGG  

A state prison in Michigan that is being considered as a potential location for holding terror detainees from 

Guantanamo Bay is expected to close Saturday, a state Department of corrections spokesman said. The 600-bed 

maximum-security prison is a victim of the state's financial troubles. 

The closure of the Standish prison will eliminate 340 jobs. Residents and politicians in Standish, a town of 1,600 near 

the coast along Saginaw Bay, first embraced the possibility of housing Guantanamo detainees before cooling to the 

idea. But a number of local and county officials continue to be in favor of the move. 

President Barack Obama committed earlier this year to closing the prison at Guantanamo, but it isn't clear where all 

the detainees will go. An administration official said in an email Thursday that a decision on the matter would be made 

in the "coming weeks," one of the first clear indications the White House is close to a decision. 

Federal officials toured Standish in April to assess its suitability to house Guantanamo detainees. A military 

penitentiary at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., was also among sites considered. 

Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm, a Democrat, had expressed concerns about taking the detainees, saying she would 

need assurances from the White House that moving terrorist suspects to Michigan wouldn't pose a risk to the state. 

Ms. Granholm had hoped to keep the Standish prison open by offering space there to a state in need of additional 

capacity, and Michigan kept the prison open months longer than expected with this in mind. 

Michigan is one of six states Pennsylvania is considering to help with overcrowding in its prisons. Pennsylvania is 

considering relocating as many as 1,500 inmates out of state. 

"Quite frankly…we are still hopeful that we'll be able to find another use for that facility," said Liz Boyd, a 

spokeswoman for Ms. Granholm, this week. "The bottom line is we have a budget to handle." 

The state has closed more than a half-dozen prisons this year alone. The move is part of an effort to slash roughly $100 

million from its prison budget and help the state address a multibillion-dollar budget deficit. The last prisoners were 

moved out of the facility Wednesday, a state Department of Corrections spokesman said. 

Rep. Pete Hoekstra, a Republican and a candidate for governor in next year's election, is in favor of bringing prisoners 

from other states but is opposed to Guantanamo detainees being housed in the state. 

"It'll be a danger," he said Thursday. Standish "will become a potential target." 
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AG Wants Sex Offender Ruling Overturned 

Thursday, 29 October 2009 17:26 

The Corrections Department is telling probation and parole officers across Kentucky to ignore 
a state supreme court ruling striking down part of the thousand-yard 
limit for sex offenders because Attorney General Jack Conway is trying 
to overturn it. 
Conway has asked the state supreme court to stay its decision so he can 
appeal it to the U.S. Supreme Court. He also says his office has not 
advised the Department of Corrections about how to handle it in the 
meantime. 
A spokeswoman for the Corrections Department says their position is 
that the supreme court decision is not final and thus the former law is still in effect. 
ABC 36 asked the attorney general whether it was fair or constitutional to impose additional burdens or 
penalties on people after they're convicted - in this case, sex offenders convicted before the state passed 
the 2006 law keeping all of them more than 1,000 yards away from schools, parks and day cares. 
"I think there's a difference between a penalty and a burden," said Conway. "It's a balancing test. And 
you have to balance the additional burden of someone who's committed a sex offense and may, because 
of the nature of the offense, pose a continuing threat to society versus the needs of society." 
Conway says he expects the state supreme court to make a decision on whether to stay the earlier 
decision soon.
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