
State's top court refuses to delay execution 

Thursday,  October 1, 2009 2:45 PM  

BY ALAN JOHNSON 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

The Ohio Supreme Court today turned down a request to delay the scheduled Oct. 8 

execution of Lawrence Reynolds. 

The public defender asked the court to halt the execution because of problems with the 

Sept. 15 Romell Broom lethal injection, which was halted after two hours when medical 

technicians could not attach IVs. 

The court dismissed the appeal and denied the stay request, both on 6-0 votes. (Justice 

Maureen O'Connor didn't participate.) 

Reynolds still has an appeal pending with the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 
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Finally, Gov. Strickland is leveling with Ohio 

on the need for a tax tweak -- an editorial  

By The Plain Dealer Editorial Board  

October 02, 2009, 4:41AM 

Gov. Ted Strickland demonstrated real leadership on Wednesday by asking 

the General Assembly to freeze Ohio income tax rates at 2008 levels to 
produce $844 million over two years. That works out to about $73 per 

Ohioan. 
 

Too bad that leadership was AWOL until Strickland had to patch a hole the 

state Supreme Court blew in Ohio's budget when it ruled against the 

Democratic governor's attempt to institute Ohio Lottery-owned slot 
machines at racetracks. The state's top court had little choice but to stall the 

slots plan, which Strickland never taped down properly. De facto, Strickland 

now has all but abandoned hope for slots -- although not before his 
stubborn and misguided support for the plan made it far more likely that 

voters will plunk for casinos in Ohio.  

Still, the tax freeze Strickland wants legislators to implement is the right 

thing, the common-sense thing and -- given readily available alternatives -- 
the "least bad" thing. It gives Ohio lawmakers a chance to show some 

leadership, too.  

Critics have a right to gripe; that's how checks and balances work. But 
absent passage of Strickland's latest plan, or a better idea not currently 

visible on the horizon, Ohio's K-12 schools could come up $850 million 

short. That blows a hole in Ohio's future.  

Opponents are saying Strickland's proposal amounts to a 4.2 percent rise in 

income-tax rates. His allies say postponing a tax cut isn't "raising taxes."  

The Statehouse loves word games, but here are two salient facts: A net gain 

of $844 million in income tax collections over two years would have to come 
from taxpayers, not the tooth fairy. And $844 million divided by 11.5 million 

Ohioans divided by 730 days is 10 cents a day.  

Since this is Year Five of a five-year income-tax cut voted by the General 
Assembly when the economy was strong, the 2008 rate remains almost 17 

percent below Ohio's original tax rates.  

Some Republicans argue there's lots of time to address this mess because, 
technically, Ohio's budget (just a few months old) can't yet be out of 

balance.  

Maybe, but here's something that's not a technicality: The re-election filing 
deadline for Ohio House and Senate candidates arrives in mid February. 

Anyone who thinks legislators will risk any controversy after that must also 

expect to see slots -- soon -- at a racetrack near you.  
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Ohio Supreme Court rejects killer's bid to 

delay execution 

By Reginald Fields  

October 01, 2009, 6:42PM 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The Ohio 

Supreme Court on Thursday 

unanimously declined to stop next 

week's scheduled execution, despite 

recent trouble with the state's lethal 

injection procedures. 
 

Lawrence Reynolds Jr. is scheduled 

to die next Thursday for killing an 

elderly woman in 1994. He was 

convicted in Summit County.  

Reynolds had asked the court to 

intervene in light of the state's 

trouble on Sept. 15 attempting to 

execute Romell Broom, of Cleveland, 

when the execution team failed to 

find suitable veins in Broom's arms 

and legs to send the lethal concoction into his body.  

After two hours of trying, Gov. Ted Strickland ordered the execution team to 

stop. The Broom incident drew national attention to Ohio. His execution has 

now been postponed pending a Nov. 30 federal hearing.  

Reynolds had argued that trouble with Broom proved the state's lethal 
injection procedures could be flawed and required further investigation before 

executions resume.  

The court rejected that argument.  

Lawrence Reynolds listens as he is 

sentenced to death for the murder of 

Loretta Mae Foster. 

View full size Plain Dealer file
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Justices clear execution of another inmate 

Recent difficulty in lethal-injection try is no obstacle  

Friday,  October 2, 2009 3:04 AM  

BY ALAN JOHNSON 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

Problems that forced Ohio prisons officials to end the most-recent 

execution attempt didn't deter the state Supreme Court from giving 

the go-ahead for the lethal injection of Lawrence Reynolds 

scheduled for next week.

By a 6-0 vote yesterday, the court rejected the Ohio public 

defender's argument that Reynolds, in the hands of incompetent 

executioners, could be subjected to cruel and unusual punishment, 

a violation of his Eighth Amendment constitutional right. 

The public defender urged the court to halt Reynolds' execution next 

Thursday because of the failure to execute Romell Broom on Sept. 15. Broom's execution was halted 

after a tense two-hour period in which prison emergency medical technicians attempted in vain to 

attach IVs at 18 points on the inmate's body. 

It was the first time in modern Ohio history, and the first time in 60 years in the United States, that an 

execution was called off after it had begun. Broom's execution has not been rescheduled; U.S. District 

Judge Gregory Frost set a hearing in the case for Nov. 30. 

Reynolds has an appeal pending in the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. A decision there could be 

appealed by either side to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Broom, 53, of Cleveland, was sentenced to death for abducting, raping and stabbing to death 14-year-

old Tryna Middleton on Sept. 21, 1984. 

Reynolds, 43, of Akron, was convicted of murdering Loretta Foster, a 67-year-old neighbor, on Jan. 1, 

1994. 

Public-defender spokeswoman Amy Borror said it's disappointing that the state Supreme Court would 

allow Reynolds' execution to proceed before Broom's case is resolved. 

"The focus of that case is the lethal-injection protocol," Borror said. "It's that very same protocol they 

 

Lawrence Reynolds, who faces 

execution next week, cited 

lethal-injection problems. 
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plan to use in one week to execute Mr. Reynolds." 

ajohnson@dispatch.com 
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Editorial: Playing games 

Those rapping Strickland's tax plan should offer own solution 
to budget crisis  

Friday,  October 2, 2009 3:01 AM  

 

There are no heroes at work to save Ohio's budget.

Gov. Ted Strickland's proposal on Wednesday to postpone an $844 million state-income-tax cut 

scheduled to take effect this year is one of the few alternatives available to plug a budget hole. 

But it would have been a lot more courageous had he offered it months ago, instead of first dragging 

the state into a poorly conceived scheme to raise money by authorizing video slot machines at Ohio's 

horse racetracks. 

But there is nothing courageous about Republican leaders who immediately raised cries of, "Tax-hike 

Ted!" when the governor unveiled his plan to suspend the final stage of a five-year income-tax 

reduction plan. His Republican critics have offered no alternative that would put Ohio's budget on a 

stable footing. 

Once the slot-machine plan was indefinitely delayed by a court ruling that the plan is subject to a 

referendum, Strickland had few options left. 

Ohio's budget, by law, must be balanced. That's a blessing, even in these painful times, because 

without such a restraint, Ohio's politicians likely would spend the state into an economy-crushing deficit 

like that of the federal government. 

The budget can be balanced only by cutting spending or increasing revenue. Strickland and legislators 

already have cut spending drastically, eliminating $2.4 billion, much of it in programs and services on 

which needy Ohioans depend. Balancing the budget shouldn't fall any harder on the backs of those 

who can least bear it. 

Republicans ought to know this, and that includes Newark Rep. Jay Hottinger, who wasted no time 

Wednesday cranking out an e-mail blasting Strickland for his "tax increase." That's an easy charge to 

make, but what would Hottinger and those who agree with him do instead? What else would they cut 

from the budget? 

They aren't saying, but that's no surprise. They're playing politics instead of being statesmen. But Ohio 
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can't afford their gamesmanship. 

Even after the current 2010-11 budget is shored up, the state will face a much bigger hole in the 2012-

13 budget, because at least $5 billion of the current budget spending is covered by federal stimulus 

funds, interfund transfers, accounting gimmicks and other devices that are available only one time. 

Rescinding the 2009 income-tax cut constitutes only a small down payment on this looming deficit. 

Still, it is a first step, and Republicans and Democrats should support it or propose something better. 

Those who won't do so fall into two categories: the recklessly partisan and those who can't add two 

plus two. The Statehouse contains some of each and some who fit both categories. 

As for Strickland, his administration will have to answer to voters for many blunders, the slot-machine 

plan chief among them. 

But savvy voters should not give his detractors a pass, either. 
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Inmate Asks For Delay Of Execution 

by Frank Lewis 
10.01.09 - 11:00 pm 

While one death row inmate awaits a 
scheduled hearing, another is asking 
for a stay of execution. 
 
The failed attempt to execute Romell 
Broom for the rape and murder of 14-

year-old Tryna Middleton in 1984, set in motion a series of court actions 
including a stay for Broom. 
 
“He (Broom) is currently on death row at the Ohio State Penitentiary in 
Youngstown, Ohio,” Julie Walburn, communications chief for the Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitations and Corrections, told the Portsmouth Daily Times. 
“There’s a hearing set on his case for Nov. 30. At this time, there is no existing 
death warrant.” 
 
That hearing will be in the United States District Court for the Southern District 
presided over by Judge Gregory L. Frost. 
 
Frost had earlier issued a 10-day restraining order in the re-scheduled execution 
of Broom, who had been rescheduled by Gov. Ted Strickland for execution on 
Sept. 22. 
 
Strickland had called for an end to the attempt to execute Broom on Sept. 15 after 
the execution team failed to locate a vein suitable for the lethal injection over a 
two hour period.  
 
That stay of execution was ordered to allow attorneys for several other death row 
inmates, currently with legal action pending, to get a deposition from Broom. 
 
Meanwhile, attorneys for Lawrence Reynolds, sentenced to die on Oct. 8 in the 
strangling death of his neighbor, have asked the courts to delay the execution, 
while the Ohio Attorney General’s office Tuesday asked the court to reject the 
request. 
 
On Wednesday the American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio blasted state officials 
for neglecting to perform a review of that failed execution attempt. 
 
The ACLU launched an investigation into the incident by asking the state for 
video recordings of the procedures, subsequent reports reviewing the failed 
execution and any changes to protocols that the state enacted to prepare for 
Broom’s rescheduled execution date. 
 
According to the ACLU, the state has admitted to having none of the requested 
documents. 
 
“The death penalty is the most severe punishment that can be given by our 
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criminal justice system and there is no room for error. Once again, the state of 
Ohio has shown that it is simply not competent to carry out this process through 
its lack of transparency and accountability to the public,” ACLU of Ohio Staff 
Counsel Carrie Davis said. “After three executions plagued by problems, the state 
continues to blindly deny that the process can be improved. If no one in the state 
is reviewing even the most botched procedures, what hope is there that it will not 
occur again? Gov. Strickland must intervene before another execution ends in 
disaster.” 
 
A call by the Times to the office of the Ohio Supreme Court as to any scheduling 
involving the Reynolds case went unreturned at press time. 
 
Frank Lewis may be reached at (740) 353-3101, ext. 232.  
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Texas pardons inmate freed by DNA  
Official declaration clears the way for him to collect millions from the state 
The Associated Press 
updated 9:02 a.m. ET, Thurs., Oct . 1, 2009 

A Texas man who spent more time in prison than any other inmate before being exonerated by DNA evidence 

has been pardoned by the governor of Texas. 

The official declaration of James Woodard's innocence clears the way for the Dallas man to collect millions of 

dollars from the state. 

Gov. Rick Perry issued the pardon Wednesday, 18 months after Woodard was released from prison after 

spending more than 27 years in prison for a 1980 murder he didn't commit. 

Woodard was the boyfriend of the victim, who was found sexually assaulted and strangled.  

One of two eyewitnesses recanted her testimony, and subsequent DNA testing showed Woodard did not 

commit the sexual assault. 

More on: DNA testing 

© 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 

redistributed. 
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