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CONVICTED PRIEST SAYS HE DIDN'T MURDER NUN

COLUMBUS (AP) -- A Roman Catholic priest imprisoned for killing a nun 29 years ago told a
newspaper that he is innocent, but a prosecutor and the victim's nephew wondered why he is only
making the claim now.

The Rev. Gerald Robinson, now 71, was convicted in 2006 for killing Sister Margaret Ann Pahl in
1980 by strangling her and stabbing her 31 times in a Toledo hospital chapel. Church historians have
said it's the only documented case of a Catholic priest killing a nun.

"l didn't do this," Robinson told The Columbus Dispatch for Sunday editions. "I have no idea why
anyone would do it."

Robinson was sentenced to a mandatory term of 15 years to life in prison.




Editorial »
The costs to society and the state of capital
punishment are too high to justify

By The Plain Dealer Editorial Board
October 19, 2009, 5:00AM

It has been 27 years since neo-Nazi Frank Spisak Jr . terrorized Cleveland State
University by fatally shooting three men over a sev en-month period. A year later,
Spisak was convicted of the murders and sentenced t o die.

Last Tuesday, Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray appeared before the U.S.
Supreme Court to argue in the latest appeal arising from Spisak's case and the
second to reach the nation's highest court. At issu e: Whether the late attorney
Thomas Shaughnessy put on a sufficient defense duri ng the sentencing phase of
Spisak’s trial to permit his execution.

The mere fact that Spisak is alive and litigating i s a reminder of how seriously our
judicial s ystem treats ca pital cases. Before anyone is put to death, he or sh eis
given multiple chances to test the finding of guilt and to present mitigating
evidence. Even vehement supporters of capital punis hment probably would not
want an execution tainted by doubt to proceed.

But these appeals come at a cost. An Urban Institut e study in Maryland last year
estimated that a death penalty case costs the state almost $2 million more than a
non-death penalty case. At every step -- investigat ion, trial, appeals and
incarceration -- the price is notably higher when a defendant's life is at stake.
Ohio, as of Sept. 23, had 166 inmates on death row.

And now, Ohio has a moratorium on executions, follo wing the botched attempt to
carry out Romell Broom's sentence last month. The s tate is exploring alternate
lethal injection methods. Any new procedure will al most certainly face court
scrutiny. It will also require more training for th e non-medical prison personnel
who were unable to find a useable vein in Broom's b ody.

Capital punishment exacts a toll on those who carry it out. It delays closure for the
victims of an awful crime. It also costs the state millions of extra do llars. The best

reform to Ohio's death penalty is also the simplest and the cheapest: End it.
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Officer's widow wasn't told of his killer's parole hearing

Sunday, October 18, 2009
Mark Puente
Plain Dealer Reporter

Linda Tracz's pain became unbearable decades ago, so she finally quit asking herself why a gunman killed
her husband - a Cleveland police officer - in 1970.

Thirty-nine years later, the anguish returned when she learned the state never notified her that the man who
killed Joseph Tracz would go before a parole board later this month to seek his freedom.

Tracz, of Mentor, said she doesn't care that Eddie Hoffman has served more than 36 years behind bars. He
received a life sentence and should stay behind bars forever, she added.

"We've never been notified," Tracz said. "It has ticked me off. | don't know how they're going to do it. They
let out some of the worst people. A life sentence should mean a life sentence."

Patrolman Joseph Tracz, 27, a former Ohio State University football player and Vietham veteran, had
nearly completed his first year on the job when he and his partner, Fred Fulton, stopped a Buick for running
a red light near East 105th Street and St. Clair Avenue on Sept. 28, 1970.

Fulton provided this account of what happened:

Leonard Miller shot Fulton when the officer tried patting him down near the cruiser. Bullets hit him in the
mouth, chest and groin. The passenger, Eddie Hampton, then shot Tracz and Fulton. Fulton crawled back
to the cruiser and called for help.

Police searched the country for two years for Miller and Hampton. Officers arrested Miller in May 1972 near
the site of the shooting after he and Hampton robbed a bank. Five days later, officers found Hampton hiding
in a crawl space inside his sister's house in southeast Cleveland.

Both men were convicted and sentenced to life in prison in 1973.

A month after Tracz died, his son was born. Hampton went before the parole board in 1991, 1997 and
2002.

Neither Linda Tracz nor Fulton were notified about the hearings because they were not listed on the victims
register, which began in 1996, said Cindy Mausser, head of the parole board. The board would consider
holding a conference with Tracz if she requests a meeting, she added.

Fulton said Hampton and Miller should never set foot outside a prison again.
"I don't like it," he said. "He should not get out."

Tracz's anger has subsided over the years, but she said her heart aches every day because her son never
met his father.

"l just don't want him out," Tracz said about Hampton. "He don't deserve this. He killed a very good person
and ruined my life."

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:



mpuente@plaind.com, 216-999-4141

©2009 Plain Dealer
© 2009 cleveland.com All Rights Reserved.



G2, PRINTTHIS

Oh i acom Powered by (f§ Clickability

Red state

Ohio faces a budget deficit now, and a massive one in the next biennium
Published on Sunday, Oct 18, 2009

The Service Employees International Union resorted to fear-mongering last week. The union launched a television ad in support of Ted
Strickland's plan to postpone the final installment of a five-year, 21 percent reduction in individual income tax rates. The governor rightly
wants to preserve the revenue as part of closing an $841 million hole in the two-year state budget. The SEIU spot warned that state budget
cuts could lead to the early release of "violent criminals, rapists, even sex predators."

The hyperbole diminished the debate. If anything, the immediate concern involves funding for public schools, the governor having
abandoned plans to expand the Ohio Lottery. The SEIU ad urged viewers to call Bill Harris, the Senate president and an Ashland
Republican. It said nothing about ringing Speaker Armond Budish, a Beachwood Demaocrat, who introduced legislation on Friday to freeze
income tax rates, the way to political cover for both parties.

So far, the Statehouse response to the deteriorating budget situation has been callously one-sided, relying almost exclusively on budget
cuts, amounting to $3 billion in all. The governor now argues correctly that the state risks too much cutting more deeply — jeopardizing the
investment in education and asking the poor and vulnerable to bear a heavier burden.

The postponement of the final phase of the tax cuts translates into Ohio households paying essentially the same amount in taxes as they
paid last year. Worth reiterating is that Ohioans still would enjoy a 16.8 percent reduction in income tax rates since 2004.

The governor has outlined a responsible course (one far better than his misguided pursuit of electronic slot machines at horse racetracks).
In particular, Ohioans who are doing comparatively well should be asked to help with the budget. The governor's framework invites
bipartisan action, especially in view of the absence of practical alternatives.

To be sure, the political calculations are intense, elections looming next year. Dare Democrats and Republicans look beyond — to the next
biennium?

Once the $6 billion or so in one-time money disappears, including federal stimulus funds, the state budget deficit will deepen dramatically.

Policy Matters Ohio, a Cleveland-based think tank, offered a timely reality check last week, unveiling a proposal that calls for the governor
and lawmakers to begin addressing the structural deficit now by restoring the top tax rate of 7.5 percent on income above $200,000 and
adding a new rate of 8.5 percent for income above $500,000. State Reps. Mike Foley, a Cleveland Democrat, and Robert Hagan, a
Youngstown Democrat, echoed the proposal.

Practically everyone snarls at tax increases. This proposal has the value of looking squarely at the hard choices. Spending reductions are
necessary but insufficient on their own. The state went too far in cutting taxes five years ago. Here is a way to strike an improved balance:
Maintain reductions in business taxes. Protect tax cuts for most Ohioans. Yet ask more of the wealthiest Ohioans, who have reaped the
largest share of recent income growth. The tax increase would cost the top 1 percent of taxpayers a tiny fraction of their annual income.

That seems a fair result, Ohio facing a huge deficit and requiring additional investment in the skills of its people. Got a better idea? That is
part of the challenge embedded in the proposal.

Find this article at:
http://www.ohio.com/editorial/opinions/64687427 .html

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

Copyright © 2008 Ohio.com



Convictssit on afootlockerin the prisondormitory, whisperingdetailsof their darkestsinsto Gerald
Robinson.

Tothe inmateslockedinsidethe HockingCorrectionaFacility,meetingsat the blue boxwith the
diminutive priestare like confessionsExceptthat this RomanCatholicclergymanwearsa fadedblue
prisonuniform, not the white collarhe donnedfor more than 40years.

Someinmatesseekout the manthey call“Father” for prayer,evensalvation.Othersjustwant to chat
with Gerry,their fellow inmate who sleepson a bottom bunkand helpscleanup after chowtime in the
prisonnearNelsonville.

“Theyknowwhat | am,” Robinsorsaid.“Theyknowwhy | am here.My caseis no secret.It neverwas.”

TheRev.GeraldRobinsorwasconvictedof killing SisterMargaretAnnPahlin 1980by stranglingher and
then stabbingher 31 timesin a Toledohospitalchapel.

Churchhistorianssayit is the only documentedcaseof a RomanCatholicpriestkillinga nun. Addingto
the intrigue, hisconvictioncame26 yearsatfter the killing,on May 11, 2006.

Robinsonnow 71,wassentencedo 15yearsto life in prisonfollowinga sensationatrial. It drew
worldwide attention, wasviewedon nationaltelevisionandrockedthe CatholicChurchfrom Toledoto
the Vatican.

Hemaintainshisinnocence andhe hasneverspokenpubliclyaboutthe caseevenduringhistrial. He
hasturned down more than 200interview requests but on the heelsof a Dispatchinvestigationinto
Ohio'scollectionandretention of DNAevidence Robinson'deadattorney suggestedhat Robinsortell
his story aboutthe murderandits aftermath.

“l didn't do this,” Robinsorsaid.“l haveno ideawhy anyonewoulddo it.”

Robinsorhassupporterswho believehe isinnocent.But manywho followedthe casebelievethe
prosecutorsconvictedPahl'skiller.

“I believedhe wasthe killerthen at the trial, and | believeit now,” saidLeePahl the victim'snephew.
“And, yes,it bothersme that he hasn'tbeendefrockedby the CatholicChurch Asa convictedmurderer,
he shouldn'tbe allowedto keephistitle asa priest.”

ProsecutorsaidRobinson'publicclaimof innocencenow ringshollow.

“For him now to comeout andsayhe didn't do it — I would sayto him, “Youmissedyour chanceto say
that whenit counted,” saidDeanMandros,the lead prosecutorin Robinson'sase."He didn't take the
standbecausehe knewhe couldn'tanswerthe (critical)questions.”

Pahlwaskilledin 1980,but Robinsorwasnot formally chargeduntil 24 yearslater when Toledopolice
reopenedthe caseandfound evidencepointingto RobinsonBasedon hissentenceheisn't eligiblefor
paroleuntil 2021.



Robinsorwasbornin Toledoandraisedin a Polishcommunityby a mother who wasbornin Polandand
his Germanfather.

Perrysburgttorney JohnDonahue'sappealto the U.S.SupremeCourton behalfof Robinsorhit adead
end earlierthis month whenthe court declinedto reviewthe case A new appealis just beginningfor
Robinsorin LucasCountyCommonPleascourt.

Intheir appeal,Donahueandattorney RickKergerarguethat the 24 yeargapbetweenthe murderand
chargesagainstRobinsorpreventeda fair trial. Thetime delaymeantthat crucialevidencejncluding
policerecordsof initial interviewswith Robinsorand others,waslost. Keywitnessesjncludingthe
coronerwho performedthe initial autopsy,had died. Andthe memaoriesof prosecutionwitnesseshad
faded.

Theappealalsoblaststhe performanceof Robinson'grial attorneys,sayingthey failedto examinekey
evidenceor callwitnessesvho couldhaveshedmore doubt on the prosecution'scase AlanKonop,
Robinson'seadattorney duringthe trial, declinedto commentfor this story.

Asmallamountof DNAdiscoveredn Pahl'sfingernailshasprompted severalroundsof testing. The
DNAdoesn'tmatchRobinsonandrecentcomparisontestsdidn't producea matchwith the Rev.Jerome
Swiateckithe late priestwhom Robinson'attorneysbelieveshouldhavebeena suspectn the case.
TheDNAalsodidn't matcha Michiganbasedserialkiller,assomeof Robinson'dackershad hoped.

Lawyerdor the OhiolnnocenceProject,a Cincinnatigroupthat seekgusticefor thosewho mighthave
beenwronglyconvicted,are continuingtestsand are makingarrangementgso comparethe DNAwith
that of anotherToledoareakiller.

Robinsorofficiallyretired asa priestin 2004,but he wasnot defrockedby the CatholicChurchand
remainsa priest. Aspart of an agreementwith hisbishop,he is preventedfrom presidingover Mass,
evenin prison,andcan'tadministersacramentsuchasconfession.

BishopLeonardBlairdeclinedto comment,but the ToledoDiocesdssueda statementon why Robinson
hasn'tbeenstrippedof his statusasa priestafter beingconvictedof murder.

“Fr. Robinsorcontinuesto maintainthat he isinnocent,andhis... appealsare not exhausted,”
accordingo the diocesestatement.“Oncethey are,a canonicaldeterminationwill be made
accordingly.”

Duringarecent90 minute interviewwith TheDispatch Robinsorntalkedabouta numberof things,
includinghisrelationshipwith Pahl.the investigationthe trial, the intensescrutinyof his caseandhis
relationshipwith God.

Donahue 63, aformer prosecutorwho wasraisedCatholic hasdone more than $500,000worth of legall
work for Robinsorfor almostno pay.



“I believeFatherisinnocent,” Donahuesaid,“and | will not stop trying to provethat until the day| die —
to the daythat | die.”

FINDINGSISTER’

A piercingscreamechoedfrom insideMercyHospital'schapel,disruptinga peacefulmorningon Holy
SaturdayApril 5, 1980— the daybefore Easte—whenanothernun found SisterMargaretAnnPahl.It
wasabout8:20a.m.Pahl'sbloodiedbodylay on the floor of the sacristy,a smallroom wherethe sacred
vesselsandvestmentsare kept.

Thediligent, hard working Pahlwasthe sacristarat the hospitaland usuallycouldbe foundin the
chapelpreparingfor the next Massor prayerservice Forseveralyears,sheworkedcloselywith
Robinsonthenthe 42 yearpld headchaplainat the hospital.

The71 yearold nunwasstrangledfrom behind,breakingtwo bonesin her neck.Shewasbarelyalive
when her attackerbeganstabbingher 31times.

Word spreadquicklyaroundthe hospitalasother nunsandstaff membersshriekedin horror and
disbelief.Swiateckithe other hospitalchaplain soonarrivedto administerlastrites.

Robinsorwassummonedfrom hishospitalquartersby the hospital CECand arriveda few minuteslater.
WhenRobinsorenteredthe sacristy Swiateckturned and pointed at Robinson.

“Why did you do this?” he demanded."Why did you do this?

Robinsorwasshocked Hedescribedthe day:

It wasHoly Saturdayandwe don't haveto haveMassin the morning,sol sleptin that day. Thedirector
of the hospitalcalledme andtold me Sisterwasdead,shewasmurdered.l wasstunned,absolutely
stunned,with the wholething. | didn't think | heardit right. Sheaskedme to cometo the sacristyand
anointher. | put my cassoclandcollaron andwent right away.

Whenl got there, FatherSwiateckiwasalreadythere. He saidwhat he saidto me, but | justlookedat
him andjustleft. | haveno ideawhy until this day.l haveno idea. Sister(MargaretAnn)and| got along
realwell. Sisterwasmuchto the demeanorl have.Shewasquiet, reserved.Shedid her job anddid it
well. | neverhadany conflictswith Sister.

SAYING&GOODBYE

Thetwo priestssatmostlyin silencethree dayslater asthey madethe 40 mile drive from Toledoto
Fremont,wheretheywould presideover Pahl'sfuneral. Pahlhad plannedto spendretirementwith
other nunson the groundsof Our Ladyof Pines but shewould be buriedthere instead.

Robinsonwho wasaskedby the Pahlfamilyto presideoverthe funeral, still had not askedSwiatecki
why he hadaccusechim of the killing. Andthe gregariousSwiatecki—who was6 feet 1 andabout 260
poundsandtowered overthe slenderRobinson—didn't bringup the subjectagain.



Robinsorsaidhe didn't havethe strengthto preach,so Swiateckisaidthe homily.

Duringthe servicefor hisaunt, LeePahlsatquietly with the other pallbearersvhena storm hit the
Pines'chapel.Lightninglit the windows.A gustforcedopenthe backdoors.

“l thought the roof wasgoingto blow off,” LeePahlsaid."It waseeriein there.”

Butthe stormleft asquicklyasit hadarrived,andwhenPahlhelpedcarryhisaunt'scasketout of the
chapel,he andthe other mournerswere greetedby a rainbow.

Robinsorsaidhe wasdazedand saddened:

Presidingoverthat funeralwasverydifficult for me and Father(Swiatecki)lt wasemotionalto say
goodbyeto Sister.| don't rememberthe storm or the doorsblowingopenor anythinglike that. |
rememberit wasa nicedaywhenwe walkedout to the cemetery. Therewasn'tanytensionbetween
me and Father(Swiatecki)l didn't like givingordersat the hospital,andhe likedto do thingshisown
way, soour relationshipwasOK.l talkedto Sisterthat day,and| do quite often. | visitedher gravesite
manytimesoverthe years.

NAMINGA SUSPECT

In the two weeksfollowing SisterMargaretAnnPahl'sdeath, Toledopolicedetectivesworked almost
aroundthe clockto conductseveralhundredinterviewsat the hospital.

Theycouldconfirmthe alibi of all but one person,accordingo Arthur Marx, the case'deaddetective.

“We couldaccountfor the whereaboutsof everyonebut him (Robinson),’Marx said.“"He becamea
suspectwhenno independentpersoncouldaccountfor where he was.Andthen he liedto me.”

Theinterviewwith Robinsortook placeon the night of April 18, abouttwo weeksafter the murder.
Towardthe end, Robinsortold Marx that someonehad confessedhe murderto him. Thena shorttime
later, he told the veterandetectivethat he madeup that statement.

After the first interview, Marx andLt. BillKina,who supervisedhe investigation searchedRrobinson's
room with the priest'spermission

“What havewe got here?”Marx recalledsayingashe pulledan 8 inchletter openerfrom Robinson's
middle deskdrawer. Thatletter opener,which hadbeena gift, would becomethe central pieceof
evidenceagainstRobinsomearlya quarter centurylater.

Robinsorsaidit wasan unlikelychoicefor aweapon:

| gotit asa souvenirfrom the BoyScoutd servedin 1964.1 went with themto atrip to Washingtorand
they got me that asa souvenir.Youcouldn'tuseit; it wasjust somethingto look at. It would rip up
letters becausat wasdull, heavy thick. It just satin my desk.



| wassurprisedwhenthey said(it wasthe murderweapon).Anyonecouldlook at it andseeyou couldn't
do the damagewith it that they saidwasdoneto Sister.Somebodysaidif that wasthe allegedweapon,
whywould | leaveit in my room?

Theinterviewwith the wearyRobinsorcontinuedthe nextday,with the priestsensinghat the focus
wasnow squarelyon him. Hetook a lie detectortest, whichdetectivessaidhe failed after responsego
keyquestionswere deemed“deceptive.” Thedetectivesresumedwhat they consideredan
interrogation,believingthey couldget a confessionput they were interrupted by an attorney, a
monsignorfor the ToledoDioceseanda deputy policechief.

Robinsorhad not askedfor an attorney, but somewithin the diocesebelievedhe neededone. SoHenry
HerschelRobinson'siewly appointedattorney, quicklyendedthe interview. “The only way we were
goingto getmore informationto convicthim wasfrom hisown mouth,” Marx said.“We couldn'ttalk to
him anymore,andthat disturbedme.”

Marx alsointerviewedSwiateckiaspart of the investigationbut saidhe was"satisfiedwith hisanswers.”
Swiateckdiedin 1996at age82.

Afew daysafter the interrogation,Robinsortook anotherlie detectortest. Theexaminemoted that
someresponsesvere inconsistentbut he concluded‘that he is probablytelling the truth to the bestof
hisknowledgeandbelief.”

Robinsorsaidhe wasperplexedby the policeinterestin him:

Forsomereason they lockedon to me backthen. | cooperatedwith themin everyway.| told them all
that | knew.|l answeredall of their questionsandl let them searchmy room. Thepeopleat the hospital
were supportive,andexceptfor the one commentfrom Father(Swiatecki)no onethere accusedne of
anything.l couldn'tbelievethe attention it wasgetting.

Becausef Robinson'pendingappeal, Donahuewouldn't allow Robinsorto respondto somedetailed
guestions,ncludingwhy Robinsormight havetold detectivesthat someoneelseconfessedo the
murder.

Donahuesaidit's unclearwhether Robinsorlied.

“After beingpressednearthe end of the interrogation,yes,he said,‘l knowwho did it. Someone
confessedo me.' Didhe lie?| don't know. It couldhavebeenhim wantingto getout of that room, or
that someonereallydid confesso him. Tothis day, | don't knowwhichit is.”

REOPENINGHECOLBCASE

Aletter from a nun describedunimaginablehorrors,abusethat startedwhenshewasonly 2. She
describedbeingroutinely rapedand sodomizedpncewith a snake andby priestsand others connected
to the church.Thewomansaidthat her abuserswould changeinto blackrobesbefore satanic
ceremoniesShesaidsheoncewitnessedthem killing and sacrificinga youngchild.



Thevictimalsosaidshewaspimpedaroundto priests—includingRobinson—whenshewasa
teenager.

It wasa shockingstory, especiallyfor Robinson:

| nevermet the sisterwho wrote the letter, andl don't knowwho sheis. | sawa picture of herin 2004in
aperiodicalput out by Notre Damenuns.Thatwasall | knewof her.| had neverevenheardof those
thingsbeingdonethat werein that letter. No, | wasnot (involvedin satanicworship).

In December2003,thoughthe nun'sallegationswere neversubstantiated her letter foundits wayto
SteveForrester,a cold casedetectivein the ToledoPoliceDepartment.Hisunit took the letter to
ProsecutorduliaBates who agreedto reopenthe Pahimurder case Afew dayslater, Forresterand
DetectiveTomRosawvere carefullyreviewingevidencefrom 1980, includingRobinson'detter opener
anda 10 foot tongaltar cloth that Pahl'sattackerhad placedoverher before stabbingher repeatedly.

Thedetectivessoonnoticedalong, thick bloodstainon the cloth that they believedresembleda dagger.
Theycomparedthe stainto the letter openerandwere convincedhat it wasa virtual match.

“It wasastoundinglt wasobvious,evento usamateurs,’Forrestersaid.“l tried to keepanopenmind,
but oncel couldtell thosestainson that cloth were madeby that weapon,the investigationcertainly
pointedtoward himin a strongway.”

Onenationalexpertthen found consistencie®etweenthe letter openerandthe altar cloth. Another
detectiveandan evidencetechniciandiscoveredhat the first nine stabwoundsformed what they
believedto be anupsidedown cross.Thatand other aspectsof the murderled investigatorsand
eventuallythe prosecutorsto believethat Pahl'smurderwaspart of a satanicritual that was
intentionallymeantto demeanthe nun.

Pahlwasfound with her clothespushedup and downto exposeher body. Shehada bloodymarkon her
foreheadin what somespeculatedvassomekind of mockinganointment.

OnApril 23,2004, after questioningby cold casedetectives— and 24 yearsafter Pahlwasfoundin the
hospitalchapel— Robinsorwaschargedwith the nun'smurder.

Hesaidthat nothinghad changedn all thoseyears:

Tomy knowledge they just wantedto havea case—aname.l don't haveanyreasonwhy. | wasat their
servicefor 24 yearsnextto the policestation. Theycouldhavewalkedoverto my houseandtalkedto
me at anytime. | cooperatedwheneverthey askedfor anything.

RENDERINGVERDICT

Oneafter another,the prosecutionwitnessegrovideda steadystreamof damningtestimony,
beginningon April 24,2006.SomeconnectedRobinson'detter openerto the murder. Someplaced
Robinsomearthe chapelor evencomingout of the chapelaroundthe time of the murder. Some



blisteredRobinsorfor lyingin his statementsto detectives Atotal of 31 witnessedestified against
Robinson.

Hisdefenseteam counteredwith suchargumentsthat the DNAevidencedidn't matchRobinsorand
that a pair of scissorgnissingfrom the chapelcouldhavebeenthe murderweapon.Butthey did not put
the prieston the stand.

Thejury spentalittle more than sixhoursdeliberating.OnMay 11, 2006 ,jurors found him guilty of
murder. JudgeThomasOsowiksentencedRobinsorto 15yearsto life.

Throughit all, Robinsorsatin hisdarksuitandwhite collarwith a blank,almostlifelessexpressionHe
showednot eventhe slightesthint of emotion, evenwhenthe verdictwasannounced.

“If presentedwith the sameevidenceyes,l would vote the sameway,” one of the jurorsrecentlytold
TheDispatch.Thejuror askedto not be identified after receivingdeaththreatsin the pastandfearing
moreretribution. “The blood evidenceand him sayinghe lied about someoneconfessinghis to him
were the biggestthingsfor mostof the jurors,” the juror said.

“I've lost sleepoverthis for three years.l prayto Godeverynightthat | madethe right decision andif |
didn't, that FatherRobinsorwill forgiveme.”

LucasCountyProsecutorJuliaBatessaidthe 24 yeargapbetweenthe murderand chargesheingfiled
wasjust asdifficult for prosecutorgo handle.ButshecreditsDeanMandrosandthe prosecutionteam
for convincinghe jury that a priestwasresponsible.

“Themostimportant part of the casewasthe physicalkvidence andthat wasin perfectcondition,”
Batessaid."And that wasthere for the world to see.”

Robinsornwasstunnedby the decision:

Thenewspapersaidit wasmy demeanor—that's what they basedit on. | wasquiet, reservedandl
didn't look at the jury. Thejury thought | wason drugs.l wasnot on medicationat that time. | was
stunnedwhat cameout in trial. | couldn'tbelieveit, the dramaticsat what cameout in the end by the
prosecutors] wassurprisedby a lot of the thingsthosewitnessessaidat the trial. Butno, | don't have
anyanimositytoward anyone.

SEEKINGSALVATION

Dailytalkswith Godcomein the earlymorning,beforelightsflicker on andthe other 213inmatesin the
prisondormitory beginstirring.

SometimesRobinsorasksGodto simplyget him throughthe day. Sometimeshe asksfor guidanceto
continuehisministryin prison.Againprofessinghisinnocence Robinsorsaysthat he hasneverblamed
Godor anyoneelsefor what couldbe a death sentencefor him:



| hopeto be exoneratedone day,whetherit's by DNAtestingor somethingelse.l believein truth. |
believethisisall part of his plan—my salvationfor me. Somehowthis is goingto work out.

LeePahl the nephewof SisterMargaretAnn,liveswith hisaunt'shauntingdeatheveryday.Heresides
with hiswife in Edgerton,jn the northwesterncornerof Ohioandnot far from where SisterMargaret
Annwasraisedon her family farm. Heremembershis aunt asthe womanwho kept hisfamilytogether
whenhewasb5 yearsold andhisdaddied. Asthe strict perfectionistwho onceran anotherhospitalwith
morethan 1,000employeesAndasthe devoutnunwho gaveher life to God.

LeePahlsaidhe wantsonething from Robinson.

“Bottom line s, if heisinnocent,l hopethat is proven,” Pahlsaid.“But if heisnot, | hope he confesses
before he passesfor everyone'sgood,especiallyhisown.”

Robinsorsaidhe hasn'tforgotten the thousandsof peoplehe servedin severalparishes someof whom
offered the deedsto their homessohe couldmakebond,andotherswho just believein hisinnocence.

Whenreflectingbackon thosehe served,andwhat he might sayto them now, Robinson'syes
softened.He paused bowedhisheadandin partial Polishdeliveredwhat might be hislasthomily:

NichbedzepochwalonyJesusChrystugPraisecbe Jesughrist)
NawiekiwiekowAmen(Nowandforever Amen)

Najmilsiw Chrystusié’?anu(Belovedn Christthe Lord)

Jakszybkomijajachwile,jak szybkomija czas (Howquicklythe momentspasshow time flies.)

Thesewordsaretakenfrom a Polishfarewellsong.| think it's very appropriatethat | look backat 45
yearsof serviceand| look at the time. (Chokingup.) | askmyself,“How canl repaythe loveand
devotionthat you peoplegaveto me in those45 years?Chokingup again.)Toserveyou asl did, there
is nothing | would changeor want to change My worksspeakfor themselves.”

LikeSt.Paulsaid,l did what | did asa senseof duty, becauseGodaskedme to performthis task.And|
will continueto carryout this taskin whateverwaythat is askedof me for the goodof the Dioceseof
Toledo,for myfellow priests,for the religious(people)andalsofor the peoplel servedduringthistime.
Andif it be quietly andin prayer,sobe it. Andif it be activelyandin publicservice sobe it. Eitherway, |
amgoingto remainalwaysyour servantpriest.

DispatchresearcheiSusarStonickcontributedto this story. JoannaKukielkaBlaser Ohio State
UniversityOfficeinternationalrelationsmanager providedtranslation.

mwagner@dispatch.com

shari.lewis@dispatch.com



DNA bill hits speed bump

Law-enforcement opposition is surprise

Sunday, October 18, 2009 3:34 AM

BY JIM SIEGEL

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Sudden opposition from law enforcement to a bill designed to Related series

improve DNA evidence collection and felony investigations is . Read the "Test of

drawing criticism from lawmakers on both sides of the aisle. . .
Convictions series

Bill sponsor Sen. David Goodman, R-New Albany, and Sen. Bill 9” DNA testing of

Seitz, R-Cincinnati, said they spent hours in meetings with law Inmates

enforcement and other interested groups working out compromises

before Senate Bill 77 passed the Senate 32-1 in June.

Seitz and Goodman said law enforcement signed off on the amended bill and took a neutral stance.

But last week, Ohio sheriffs and the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio surprised some lawmakers when
they testified before a House committee in strong opposition to parts of the bill they now say are costly
and unnecessary.

"They think they can take advantage of the process," Goodman said. "l believe members of the
legislature will see through their shenanigans. They gave us their word and sign-off."

The bill, which has not been changed since it passed the Senate, would open up DNA testing to
parolees, set new standards for biological-evidence retention, require DNA samples from anyone
arrested for a felony and require that lineups be performed by an officer who doesn't know who the real
suspect is.

Jay McDonald, secretary of the Fraternal Order of Police, said officers support the expansion of DNA
testing and collection. But the requirement that DNA evidence be kept for more than 30 years is
impractical for departments whose evidence rooms are already stuffed, he said.

"Keeping something like a mattress or seats to a vehicle for 60 years will cause an unnecessary
burden on law-enforcement agencies across Ohio," McDonald told a committee.

And on the administration of blind lineups, which supporters say will prevent officers from unwittingly
giving witnesses clues about who should be picked, McDonald called it "impracticable for most police
departments.” Except in large metro departments, he said, all detectives often know who the suspect
is.



To avoid that issue, the bill prescribes a "folder method" for photo lineups, in which pictures are placed
in folders and the officer does not know which contains the actual suspect. "While that may be the best
practice, | have never heard of it and have not found any other police officer who has ever used this
method," McDonald said.

Seitz called the concerns from law enforcement "very overblown." For example, he said the bill would
not require departments to keep entire mattresses or car seats, as long as the part with the DNA is cut
out.

"Seems to me that what these folks are trying to do is take two bites at the apple, and I'm not sure
that's quite playing by the Marquess of Queensbury rules," he said, making a boxing reference.

"Given the general lack of bills passing from one chamber to another, it seems certain folks in the
lobbying and interested-party community are thinking they can play one house against the other on
everything."

In addition to McDonald, the committee heard from McKenzie Davis, a lobbyist for the Buckeye State
Sherriff's Association, who questioned the costs and whether the legislature was the proper place to
impose mandates such as suspect lineup procedures.

"These are concerns that we have brought up all along," he said. "It's a better bill out of the Senate, but
the costs didn't go away. | don't understand how there is this sudden shock value to them that we are
articulating these concerns."

Law enforcement was aided by numerous friendly questions from Rep. Mark Schneider, D-Mentor, a
former assistant Cuyahoga County prosecutor who helped elicit answers that reinforced points about
the cost of evidence retention.

"He is throwing out red herrings and putting forth examples that tell me he hasn't read the bill,"
Goodman said of Schneider. "I don't know if he's uninformed or if he's trying to confuse other members
by presenting issues that don't exist."

Schneider said he has not decided yet whether he supports the bill.

"This committee process is designed to flush out whether there are or are not cost issues, and | believe
the questions from the committee reflect that search for answers," Schneider said.

Hearings on the legislation will continue this week.

jsiegel@dispatch.com

Read 4 comments »
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'l know that | am rehabilitated' says inmate
convicted for 2 murders

Despite good behavior, Douglas Butler has been denied parole for 30 years.
By Lou Grieco, Staff Writer

Updated 7:30 PM Sunday, October 18, 2009

DAYTON — Douglas Butler was heading into trouble long before he got caught up in, and convicted of, two
murders.

He was born Jan. 10, 1961, to a single mother. A nglect complaint brought him to the attention of
Montgomery County Juvenile Court in May 1968. He was in temporary custody of the Children Services
Bureau from 1969 to 1975. He racked up delinquencycharges and dropped out of school.

By 1978, Butler was hanging out with Timmie Lee Hooper, who was eight years older and ran a “bootleg
joint,” an illegal liquor establishment at 817 Almo nd Ave.

On Oct. 3, 1978, Natalie Wood was found dead in Ribardson Park in Jefferson Twp. She died from a
shotgun blast to the abdomen. On Oct. 21, 1978, asbbery at Ben’s Motel, 3225 Home Ave., resulted inthe
shootings of motel clerks Charles Wilson and JamesHenderson. Wilson died two days later.

In March 1979, a Montgomery County grand jury indic ted Butler, then 18, on charges of aggravated
murder, attempted aggravated murder, rape, murder, kidnapping and theft in connection with Wood’s and
Wilson’s deaths and the robberies at Ben’s Motel ard the robbery of the Travel Master Inn, 225 W. First St.,
on Nov. 26, 1978.

Butler was already cooperating with authorities. On March 1, he agreed to testify against Hooper and hree
others in the two homicides. Butler was to plead to two counts of murder, and prosecutors recommended
that he serve those two counts concurrently.

At Butler's Aug. 16, 1979, sentencing hearing, progcutor’s investigator Ralph Beutle told Judge Willi am
Wolff that Butler had cooperated “100 percent,” fil ling in details where investigators only had “faint ideas”
of what had happened.

“Through his information, we were able to sentence each and every member of that gang to the
penitentiary,” Beutle said.

Butler was then told he would be eligible for parole in 10 years. He had reason to believe he might geit,
given that he had the support of both law enforcement and the prosecutor’s office.

In July 1985, R.E. McKeever, a major with the Jefferson Twp. Police Department, wrote a letter on his
behalf.

Herbert M. Jacobson, an assistant county prosecutor, wrote in a September 1990 letter to Butler: “This
office has no objections to your being favorably cansidered for release when you appear at your parole
hearing.”

In a letter to H. Steven Hobbs, then Butler’s attor ney, Jacobson wrote “hope he makes it.”



A changed man
Butler was doing his part. Prison officials said he has never been disciplined.
“I know that | am rehabilitated,” Butler said.

In a 2006 evaluation of Butler's work as a laundry attendant, a sergeant gave him a perfect score, witing
“this inmate is a very good worker and goes the exta step to help the unit.”

Butler has been before the parole board at least nne times, according to the Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction. Records show the board has made a note that Douglas was “convicted of
committing two murders that occurred at differentt imes.”

Butler said the process has left him frustrated because he can’t undo what happened in the past.
“They say the same thing,” Butler said, “due to the serious nature of the charge.”

Cynthia Mausser, chair of the parole board since 2005, would not comment on specifics of Butler’s case
but said for an inmate convicted as a “aider and aletter,” the board will compare what that particular
person’s role was in the crime. But having two sepaate murder convictions will be looked at as an
aggravating factor, even if the sentences for thoseconvictions were to run concurrently, Mausser said.

Mausser also said the parole board is looking for nmates to take responsibility for their crimes.

Tom Hagel, who teaches at the University of Dayton School of Law, said that telling the truth is “vita |,” and
that the board would have full records about an inm ate’s crimes. To mislead the board, or to even minmize
his role, would likely harm an inmate’s chances for parole, he said.

“If he gets up there and starts telling fairy tales,” Hagel said “they’re going to say the person is asociopath.
Somebody with a sociopathic personality, they don’t change.”

Two murders

Natalie Wood, 21, was a friend who ran with the gang at Hooper’s bootleg liquor house. Her body was
found nude at Richardson Park, in Jefferson Twp. She died from a shotgun blast to the abdomen.

The coroner’s office found evidence consistent with rape.

Police told the Dayton Daily News in 1979 that Wood was killed out of revenge after she tried to leave
Hooper’s gang for another one. Hooper apparently beieved she was trying to set him up for a hit.

Butler said Hooper blamed Wood for an attempt on hi s life. Hooper, Butler and two other gang members,
Althea Nelson and Jerry Watson, took Wood to the park.

Once there, Butler said, Hooper insisted that someane shoot Wood, or Hooper would shoot everyone
present. So Watson shot her, Butler said.

During a recent interview, Butler first denied know ing anything about Wood’s rape. But when asked if
Watson was convicted of rape, Butler first answeredthat he didn’t know. Then he said yes.

Several minutes later, Butler volunteered, “as far as the sex part was concerned, | had sex with Natak
earlier that day when we were together.”

During a December 1978 interview with detectives, Butler said, “I went to try to have sex relations with
(Wood), but she wouldn’t quite let me.”

Butler told detectives both he and Butler were holding the shotgun.

“I held the barrel of the gun and turned my head,” Butler said. “About that time, Jerry Watson pulled the



trigger.”

During Hooper’s trial, Watson said only Butler had raped Wood, but “he did admit pulling the trigger w ith
Butler,” according to a July 1979 story in The Journal Herald.

Watson also told a polygraph operator he and Butler pulled the trigger together “so that one could not tell
on the other.”

Butler’s current version of the Ben’s Motel shootin gs contradict his prior statements and testimony.

Butler now says he was not present for the shooting. Instead, he said, Hooper, Nelson and another gamgy
member, Karen Freeman, left him at a bootleg joint next to the motel. When he came outside, he went to
the motel because “there ain’t but one place they ould be.”

When he walked in, both victims had been shot and the robbery was happening.
“| always carried a pellet gun with me,” Butler said. “It wasn’t even real. So | pulled it out.”

He then demanded to know what was going on, but “I seen the dude on the floor, and | turned around and
ran out the door. | turned around and looked back and they were running right behind me.”

This is a departure from what Butler told police in December 1978. That version starts in the bootlegjoint,
but the four left together and went to rob the mote I. Butler told police he had a .32-caliber revolver and that
he was present when Hooper shot the two victims.

Police reports show that Henderson, who survived the shooting, identified Hooper as the man who shot
Wilson, but identified a picture of Butler as the m an who shot him in the forehead.

Under Butler’s plea agreement, the count for Henderson’s shooting was dropped.
Still waiting

O’Brien said he doesn’t know why Butler’'s account d the events has changed. He said he is considering
having Butler examined by a psychologist, and thatbeing incarcerated for so long could have affectedhis
mind.

But O’Brien added that his client has done his time, far more than he originally believed he would have to
do.

“I’'m not claiming he was an altar boy before this thing happened, but he was a very young person,” O’lBien
said.

Butler said he has a lot of remorse.

“To witness someone die, it's hard to live with, mentally,” Butler said. “It's something that burns in your
soul.”

Butler has new letters of support, including ones from retired Montgomery County Common Pleas Judge
John W. Kessler, who was Butler’'s attorney in 1979,and retired Ohio 2nd District Court of Appeals Jud ge
William H. Wolff Jr. Wolff, who retired this year, had been the common pleas judge who sentenced Butle
in 1979.

O’Brien points out that two of Butler’'s former gang members are no longer in prison: Karen Freeman,
paroled in 1980 for her robbery convictions, and Althea Nelson, who was paroled in 2004 after serving 25
years for convictions of aggravated murder, kidnapping and robbery.

“I'm not a killer; I'm not a rapist; I'm not a murd er; and I'm not a monster,” Butler said. “I'm just an
individual that got caught up as a juvenile, as a kd, by hanging with the wrong crowd. This could hap pen to



anybody.”

Contact this reporter at (937) 225-2057 or Igrieco@DaytonDailyNews.com.
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Should 'model inmate’ still be in prison?
By Lou Grieco, Staff Writer

Updated 7:38 PM Sunday, October 18, 2009

DAYTON — Back when he was a teenager in the late 7®s, Douglas Butler was known as “Skeeter.” Now,
Butler flinches at the mention of his former street name.

“Skeeter don’t exist anymore because nobody ever ciss me that anymore,” Butler said during an intervi ew
at Pickaway Correctional Institution. “I’'m not the same person | used to be when | was a child.”

Thirty years ago, Douglas Butler was a 17-year-oldgang member who testified against his friends in two
high-profile murder cases. His cooperation was vital to the prosecution of the other defendants.

Butler, 48, pleaded guilty to two counts of murder — both dropped from aggravated murder — and all other
charges were dropped. Prosecutors and investigatorsagreed he should be paroled as soon as possible —
which would have been in the late 1980s.

Today, Douglas Butler is a 30-year inmate who has rever had a major infraction. He has had jobs that have
allowed him to leave prison grounds. Yet he has bee continually denied parole.

His supporters say he is rehabilitated. Two retired judges have written letters on his behalf. Attorney Daniel
O'Brien filed a civil complaint last year in Frankl in County Common Pleas Court against the Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.

“His prison record is excellent,” O'Brien said. “Wh y is he still in prison?”
ODRC spokeswoman JoEllen Culp said the department rever comments on pending litigation.

O’Brien says Butler was convicted as an “aider andabetter” who participated solely out of fear of the gang’s
leader.

But Butler may be complicating things by minimizing his role in his crimes. His accounts of the two
homicides, given to the Dayton Daily News this year, differ from his testimony and his statements to p olice
30 years ago.

Though Butler says he never shot anyone, a survivorof one of the gang’s shootings identified Butler as the
man who shot him, according to documents obtained by the Dayton Daily News.

Keep reading: 'l know that | am rehabilitated’ says inmate

Contact this reporter at (937) 225-2057 or Igrieco@DaytonDailyNews.com.
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Northpoint prison to open makeshift kitchen

By Stephenie Steitze
ssteitzer@courier-journal.com

Workers at the Northpoint Training Center will begin serving food out of a makeshift kitchen Monday,
nearly two months after the worst inmate riot in modern Kentucky history.

The portable, tent-style building will be fully functional and seat 200, Justice Cabinet spokeswoman
Jennifer Brislin said.

The department is paying $195,447 to rent the facility for six months. It could extend the rental if work
on a new kitchen isn't completed by then.

The facility has been approved by the state fire marshal and local health department, she said.
Until now, food has been delivered daily to Northpoint from another state prison.

Six buildings, including the kitchen, were burned and eight inmates and eight corrections officers
suffered minor injuries after inmates began setting fires and trashing buildings at the prison near
Burgin on Aug. 21.

The state moved roughly 700 prisoners to other facilities the day after the riot. As of Friday, the
prison, which is about 30 miles southwest of Lexington, held 468 inmates. It's operating at less than
40 percent capacity.

Limited visitation for inmates resumed recently, Brislin said.

A Department of Corrections investigation into the cause of the disturbance is expected to be
completed later this month, she said.

There is still no cost estimate for the damage. Prison officials are working to remove debris from three
dormitories that were damaged.

An architectural firm is working on renderings of facilities that would contain a medical area, kitchen,
library and inmate canteen — all of which appeared gutted in photographs provided by the Justice
Cabinet.

Brislin said that, while six buildings were burned, it's unclear whether six new buildings will be built or
whether the department would build fewer structures that would be more efficient.

Justice and corrections officials are expected to give a legislative committee an update on Thursday.

One legislator, Rep. Brent Yonts, D-Greenville, has questioned whether inmate dissatisfaction with
food provided by a private vendor caused problems at Northpoint and other prisons in the state.

Yonts has prefiled a bill that would cancel the Department of Corrections' $12million contract with
Pennsylvania-based Aramark Services and prohibit privatization of inmate food service in Kentucky's
state-operated prisons.

He said families of inmates, prison employees and inmates have complained that inmates don't



receive enough food during meals and can't afford the food that is sold in prison canteens.

“About 20 percent of prisoners or more do not receive money from their families to buy canteen food,
which some say is high-priced,” he said in a recent news release.

Aramark has disputed the claim that its food service might have contributed to the August riot.
The department is satisfied with Aramark and reaps annual savings of about $5million, Brislin said.

“I think the department has been happy with Aramark services and, again, it's been a tremendous
savings,” she said.

Brislin said she has not seen the department's riot investigation report and does not know if it would
address food service.

Reporter Stephenie Steitzer can be reached at (502) 875-5136.
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Inmate cuts hole in fence, escapes

ARIZONA DAILY STAR

An inmate escaped from a minimum-security prison in Florence by cutting a hole in a perimeter fence Su nday morning,
an Arizona Department of Corrections spokesman said.

Yelson Moreno, 20, was serving a 2 1/2-year theft s entence, said Barrett Marson, a DOC spokesman. More no was
convicted in Pinal County.

Moreno, a Mexican national, began his sentence June 23, Marson said.
The prison agency is using its K-9 units to find Mo reno and is being assisted by police.
1-19 rollover hurts 1

One person was injured in a single-vehicle crash Sa turday night on Interstate 19 near Valencia Road, a ccording to the
Arizona Department of Public Safety.

The vehicle, which was northbound on 1-19, rolled i nto the median at 8:49 p.m., the DPS said.

There was no road blockage, and the vehicle carried only one person, who was taken to a local hospital with undisclosed
injuries, the DPS said.

The DPS had no further information as of Sunday.
Driver still critical 4 days after crash

A woman injured in a rollover Wednesday night south of Three Points remained in critical condition Sun day at University
Medical Center.

Michelle Juan, 28, was injured when she lost contro | of her vehicle Wednesday night while driving sout h on Arizona 286
about halfway between Three Points and Sasabe, sout hwest of Tucson. Her passenger was killed.
The four-door Dodge that she was driving drifted on to the dirt shoulder and flipped, according to the Arizona

Department of Public Safety.

Juan and her passenger, Lauren Chacora, 23, were €j ected from the vehicle, the DPS said. Chacora was p ronounced
dead at the scene.

South-side blaze damages home

An arson in the 300 block of East Lincoln Street di splaced a south-side man early Sunday.

Tucson Fire Capt. Trish Tracy wrote in an e-mail th at the department received the call at around 12:40 a.m. and
firefighters arrived on the scene four minutes late r.

Neighbors called 911, reporting smoke coming from t he home, near East Ajo Way and South Sixth Avenue, Tracy said.
When firefighters arrived, they found smoke and fla mes coming from inside the house, but nobody was home, she said.

The fire was put out in about 10 minutes, Tracy sai d.

Damage is estimated at $50,000. The man who lives a t the home will stay at another location until repa irs can be done.
The Fire Department's arson dog detected the presen ce of an accelerant inside the home, Tracy said.

The case has been turned over to Tucson police for ¢ riminal investigation.

Matt Lewis, Shelley Shelton
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Nursing home safety: lllinois task force sets hearing for Tuesday

New Web site lets citizens submit complaints and cemmendations
By Gary Marx and David Jackson

Tribune reporters

October 19, 2009

Gov. Pat Quinn's new Nursing Home Safety Task Faitdnear testimony from elder care advocatesyiserproviders and
residents in an open, public meeting Tuesday.

It also announced a Web site -- NursingHomeSafktyis.gov -- that takes citizens' comments armbremendations.

"All of us have a role to play in ensuring the $afend well-being of nursing home residents, andivge the public to join
us in this critical work," said Michael Gelder, kdsrce leader and senior health policy adviser. "We need to hear from all of
lllinois to meet this challenge.”

The task force was formed in response to a Trilwvestigation, called "Compromised Care," that iietiecases in which
elderly and disabled nursing home residents wéegedly assaulted, raped and even killed by menitatiriminals also
living in the facilities.

More than any other state, lllinois relies heawifynursing homes to house psychiatric patientfydirng those who have
committed crimes.

But the Tribune found that government, law enforcement and the industry have faitkdjtmtely manage the influx of
younger residents who shuttle into nursing faeiitirom jail cells, shelters and psychiatric wafdse state's background
checks on new residents are riddled with errorsaangsions that understate their criminal recordd,fEomes with the most
felons are among those with the lowest nursing staff levels.

The task force was formed to examine current regugolicies, improve coordination and communigatamong state
agencies, and consider alternatives to nursing-hmatement for people with special needs.

Gelder has committed to completing a report to Quia later than Jan. 31 and said Quinn will carry out immediately
achievable reforms as soon as possible. Geldettsaipanel will identify necessary changes in legislation, regulation,
contracting, training and policy.

Tuesday's meeting will be held at 10 a.m. in the Thompson Center, Room 16-503, 100 W. Randolph St., Chicago. Audio"
be streamed live over the Internet at state.ilttesslming/gov/nursing-home-safety.asx.

The task force includes senior executive leadership all state agencies with responsibilities tiedéte to these issues: The
Department of Public Health, Department of Healtb@nd Family Services, Department on Aging, Department of
Corrections, Department of Human Services, DepartroEVeterans' Affairs, lllinois Housing Development Authority and
lllinois State Police.

gmarx@tribune.com

dyjackson@tribune.com

Copyright © 2009Chicago Tribune
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Our View-Failed execution pokes holes in debate

By Staff
Published: Sunday, October 18, 2009

“Stick him again,” seemed to be the mantra of the Ohio execution team when it
unsuccessfully poked convicted murderer Romell Broom full of holes last month. The
executioners tried for two hours to put Broom to death, but they couldn't find a vein.

Imagine the delight of sadistic withesses when one of the lethal injections pierced Broom'’s
anklebone. “Sixteen, and counting,” the state-appointed swordsman surely announced as CRUEL AND
Broom cried out in pain. UNOSUAL:

In the final tally, the executioner jabbed Broom 18 times and he survived. Robbie Eich

Ohio is now in a legal quandary. Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland granted the man convicted of raping and killing a 14-year-old girl in
1984 a temporary reprieve so the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction can review the attempted execution.

Although Broom'’s attorney seeks to block another execution attempt, it's not because of his moral convictions against capital
punishment as much as it is about the constitutionality of the method being used — lethal injection.

Is lethal injection cruel and unusual punishment? Does it violate the Eighth Amendment? Those are the questions being posed in
considering how to do Broom in — again.

Ohio isn't the first, or only, state forced to do some collective soul searching about the humaneness of putting somebody to death
with poison.

California and North Carolina have imposed what amounts to a moratorium on the death penalty while lethal injection is reviewed.
Maryland also suspended the death penalty until it can discern whether lethal injection is cruel and unusual punishment.
Maryland’s issue is less about the Eighth Amendment, though. As in most of the 35 states that still practice this barbaric ritual,
Maryland worries more about having to have prison employees deliver the final blow.

Physicians flat out refuse to give the fatal shots because it violates the Hippocratic oath to save lives.

In fact, execution, rather than confinement in prison for life, is the easy way out for the convicted. It's the society that suffers each
time we put somebody to death for their atrocious acts of violence.

Despite the fact that a piece of each human dies when a society takes a life in retribution, we continue to attend the dance;
insisting the death penalty works to ward off other murders.

Hanging was once the American method of choice. Fortunately, we didn’t bring the guillotine from Europe. When the public
spectacles were seen as being too ookie, we closeted the hangman’s noose in favor of the firing squad, lethal gas and
electrocution.

Eventually, those methods were mostly abandoned — although a few states like South Carolina still strap ‘em and zap ‘em in the
chair — and we went to the needle. It appealed to our delicate nature to just put the criminal to sleep with drugs and poison.

We’'re not squeamish about killing our crooks in the U.S. as long as it's done nice and clean and we don't have to watch, unless
it's a movie like “The Green Mile.” We don’t want them tortured to death — even though our best practices really are torture.
There just doesn’'t seem to be a pretty way to kill people. As hard as professionals try, they can’t come up with a sanitized
execution.

It's a tragic irony that our country can’t seem to see the forest for the trees on the capital punishment debate. The death penalty is
not punishment; it's revenge, plain and simple. As sympathetic as we wish to be for surviving family members, nothing is gained
when a progressive society goes medieval and whacks its crooks.

Showing 0 comments
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Recidivism coalition praised for forming partnerships

Comments

October 17, 2009
BY JUDY MASTERSON jmasterson@scnl.com

WAUKEGAN -- lllinois Department of Corrections Director Michael Randall praised the work of the
Coalition to Reduce Recidivism during the group's sixth annual luncheon Friday.

Appointed by Gov. Pat Quinn in May, Randall, a 19-year veteran of the Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction, said the issue of recidivism -- 65 percent of people who serve time in
lllinois are re-arrested -- is not just a Department of Corrections problem, or a law enforcement
problem, but "a state of lllinois problem."

Appointed by Gov. Pat Quinn in May, Randall, a 19-year veteran of the Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction, said the issue of recidivism -- 65 percent of people who serve time in
lllinois are re-arrested -- is not just a Department of Corrections problem, or a law enforcement
problem, but "a state of lllinois problem."

"It's my experience that we get the best results when people take control of their own communities
and their own situations," Randall told the crowd at the Ramada Inn Waukegan. "That's what this
group represents."

"It's my experience that we get the best results when people take control of their own communities
and their own situations," Randall told the crowd at the Ramada Inn Waukegan. "That's what this
group represents.”

Randall said he is talking up the Lake County-based coalition's success in forming partnerships.

Founded in 2002, the coalition includes social service agencies, faith-based organizations and
educational, medical and government entities dedicated to reducing crime by offering support to ex-
offenders.

Waukegan Township Supervisor Patricia Jones, who has guided the group since its inception, told
members that she was moved to act after spending years visiting a brother in a downstate prison.

"Most people spend less than six months in prison because they're there for low-level drug crimes,"
Jones said. "And then they re-enter as a felon.”

The luncheon featured a panel of experts on recidivism who talked of the need to change the way the
state metes out justice. Cory Muldoon, an organizer for the Chicago-based Organization of the
NorthEast, cited a 2005 study that revealed that 84 percent of those incarcerated in Lake County --
the majority of them people of color -- were prosecuted for simple drug offenses. After a push to
lessen the penalties for Class 4 drug offenses went nowhere, Muldoon said groups began working
with state's attorneys to expand drug schools, which led to 2007 passage of the Smart Act, giving
judges the option to sentence nonviolent drug offenders to treatment.

Lake County Associate Judge George Bridges acknowledged that groups like the coalition have
helped shift attitudes in law enforcement from punishment to rehabilitation.

"We need to be involved in making sure there are programs and procedures in place to stop the
revolving door," Bridges said.



Luncheon goers also heard a first-hand account of the struggles of Kelly Barrett of Waukegan. The
mother of a young son has struggled to find housing and employment since her last release from jail
more than a year ago.

"l spent most of my life locked up," Barrett said. "The system told me | couldn't do better. | did my
time. | served my sentence, that should be enough."

Barrett thanked the coalition, which offers mentorship, assessments, job counseling and other
assistance to ex-offenders.

"What you gave me is life," There's no greater gift."

New Vision Outlined For lllinois Department of
Corrections
From eNews Park Forest

New Vision Outlined For lllinois Department of
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From eNews Park Forest
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deirramd wrote:

PM you're pmsing hard these days...although what you stated has some
truth to it, what have you done to correct or to advise as an solution to
fix this?You're like most | Believe In God People who don't believe in
forgiveness...People need change and chances.....

10/19/2009 7:23 AM CDT on suburbanchicagonews.com

Report Abuse

peacemaker wrote:

Michael Randall praised the Coalition to reduce Recidivism...well,
aparently all those agencies geared towards making criminals appear
human again have failed, and keep failing. Criminals will stay criminals
until the day they die, they are just simply bad people. There isn't
anything that is going to turn them around (maybe for a week or two but
that's it--they always go back to what they are...criminals).Just look at
what's going on out there...gangs, drugs, killings, child molestors, rapists
etc...Like that woman Kelly Randall states: "she did her time and that
should be enough" right!! those people will never be good people..it's
just not in them.Us taxpayers pay for their prison stay--when they come
out they are still costing us...most employers will not hire ) criminals,
therefore we have to pay for their medical card, housing, food stamps,
they even get cash. All a waste of taxpayers money. And even the Laws

10/17/2009 7:45 AM CDT on suburbanchicagonews.com
Report Abuse
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Agencies paint dire picture of state cutbacks

by Casey Newton - Oct. 17, 2009 12:00 AM
The Arizona Republic

Further cuts to Arizona's state agencies could mean eliminating insurance coverage for
children, early release for thousands of prisoners and layoffs of more than 500 Highway
Patrol officers, according to budget scenarios released Friday.

The range of drastic measures was handed to Gov. Jan Brewer last week, after she
asked state agencies to submit proposals for reducing their budgets by an additional 15
percent.

The cuts would be necessary to resolve the state's $1.5 billion budget shortfall if the
Legislature pursued a cuts-only approach, Brewer spokesman Paul Senseman said.

The proposals are only outlines and are not yet being considered by the governor or the
Legislature. Brewer will use them as a guide as she works out how to resolve the state's
deficit, Senseman said.

The proposals also could provide Brewer with political leverage as she seeks a ballot
measure to temporarily increase sales taxes by 1 cent on the dollar.

"There are a number of items here that are revolting, both to this administration and to
the citizens of this state," Senseman said. "Without courageous action, these are exactly
the kind of devastating cuts that are likely to occur."

Leaders in the Republican-controlled Legislature played down the significance of the
reports, saying the state would not have to cut the full $1.5 billion by the end of the fiscal
year June 30.

Some of the deficit, which resulted from increased government spending and declining
tax revenue amid a deepening recession, could be rolled over into fiscal 2011. Rep.
John Kavanagh, chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, said the state could
consider borrowing against future Lottery revenues to make up some of the shortfall.

"Taking it all in midyear cuts is an extreme case which will unnecessarily alarm people
and perhaps make them rush to an unnecessary tax," said Kavanagh, R-Fountain Hills.
"There will be significant cuts, but not $1.5 billion."

A special session will likely be necessary to resolve the budget deficit. Of the total
shortfall, $464 million comes from cuts that the Legislature tried to make but Brewer
vetoed Sept. 4.

"The governor has been prepared to issue a call at any hour, at any day, for over a
month and a half now," Senseman said. "What she is waiting for is a plan from the
Legislature on how they would like to proceed."

The Legislature determines agency budgets, but directors are usually tasked with
deciding how to implement cuts. Some of the scenarios submitted by agency directors
and made public Friday include:

Department of Corrections



Thousands of violent offenders could see early release if state agencies are required to
reduce their budgets by an additional 15 percent, according to the Arizona Department
of Corrections.

The cut would force the department to reduce its budget by $153 million, an outcome
that could lead to:

« Early release of 11,000 prisoners, with 2,000 more transferred to county jails. Arizona
has about 41,000 inmates in state prisons.

« Reducing the mandatory time served for the most serious felonies, including rape and
murder, to 50 percent, and less serious felonies to 25 percent.

« Closing Arizona State Prison Complex-Douglas and prisons in Globe, Fort Grant and
St. Johns.

« Layoffs of 1,500 employees.

Some of the proposals would need changes to sentencing statutes, which requires
legislation. Without those changes, Corrections officials said, a 15 percent reduction
would be impossible.

Director Charles Ryan expressed deep reservations about implementing the proposal.

"Rewriting the criminal code and releasing thousands of prisoners is neither realistic nor
in the best interest of public safety,” Ryan wrote. "Releasing thousands of prisoners
because of the budget deficit will place the public at risk and is akin to turning our back
on the law-abiding citizens of Arizona."

Department of Public Safety

A 15 percent reduction would lead to $40.8 million in cuts and the loss of as many as
570 law-enforcement jobs, the equivalent of the entire Tempe Police Department.

At a minimum, a 15 percent reduction would leave the department's staffing at 1999
levels. Arizona's population has grown 39 percent since then.

"The enclosed reduction options would be devastating to the department, to public
safety and to our employees," DPS Director Roger Vanderpool wrote in his letter.

The Fraternal Order of Police chapter that represents DPS officers said public safety
would be harmed significantly if the cuts were implemented. Response times could
suffer, officials said, particularly in rural Arizona.

"Can you imagine being a citizen calling 911 for help and being told the closest officer
we can get to you is an hour away?" said John Ortolano, president of the order's Grand
Canyon State Lodge. "l can't imagine being someone on the other end of the phone.
Their jaw would hit the floor."

Ortolano said the reductions, when combined with existing vacancies, would leave the
DPS without roughly one-third of the 775 officers who patrol state highways.

Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System

Nearly 47,000 children would lose health-insurance coverage if AHCCCS were forced to
reduce its budget by 15 percent. The department would achieve most of those cuts -
about $47 million - by eliminating its KidsCare program, which covers 46,957 children of
low-income families in the state.

According to the department's letter, Arizona had the fifth-highest rate of uninsured
children in the nation in 2008. If the KidsCare program were eliminated, AHCCCS
officials estimated that Arizona would move to the third-highest rate and would have
more than 18 percent of children 17 and younger uninsured.



Department of Environmental Quality

Harmful pollutants in the state's air and water systems could go unmonitored, according
to ADEQ. The department would be forced to cut its budget by $13 million, and Director
Benjamin Grumbles warned of potential consequences of staff reductions:

« Fewer or delayed air-quality data analyses, risking "untimely discovery of unhealthful
levels of air pollution.”

« With the loss of an engineering specialist, the increased likelihood of public exposure
to asbestos building materials.

« With reduced inspections staff, reduced compliance with regulations for landfills and
biohazardous medical-waste treatment facilities.

« Reduced monitoring of pesticides entering the water systems in Arizona.
The department did not specify how many people might need to be laid off.
Universities

The state universities - Arizona State University, University of Arizona and Northern
Arizona University - have lost $231 million, or 21 percent, of their state funding this year.
University officials estimate a 15 percent cut would equal an additional $135 million.

The Arizona Board of Regents president laid out several possible impacts:

« Students could see their tuition soar.

« Hundreds of university employees could lose their jobs.

« Students with merit-based scholarships could find themselves empty-handed.

A midyear tuition hike is not off the table if the budget situation gets bad enough,
Regents President Ernest Calderdn said in his letter.

Calderén said this was equivalent to $1,300 in additional annual-tuition charges per
student or the elimination of 2,200 jobs. A 15 percent cut also nearly equates to $140
million in merit-based scholarships given to almost 28,000 students every year.

K-12

At the K-12 level, Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Horne said that taking 15
percent out of the Department of Education's budget would mean $25.1 million in cuts.

« Schools would have to reduce the number of campus police officers because the cuts
would erase $5.2 million in state funds for the officers.

« Schools also would reduce some programs. The cuts could total $4.8 million for
dropout- and drug-prevention programs and $1.3 million in preschool funding, including
money to help parents become better readers so they can help their children learn.

« Other cuts would include about $6 million each for special-education student vouchers
and English-language immersion and a cut to the department that licenses teachers and
investigates complaints against them.

Other agencies More than half the agencies' reports remain unavailable for public
viewing. Of 127 agencies, boards and commissions, only 57 had their reports submitted



and posted by Friday afternoon on the Web site of the Office of Special Planning and
Budgeting.

Among the agencies yet to unveil their reports are three of the largest: the Departments
of Economic Security, Health Services and Transportation.

Spokesmen for the agencies said their reports will be posted online next week.

Also yet to submit their reports are the three agencies that will ultimately decide the fate
of the others: the House of Representatives, the Senate and the Governor's Office.

Republic reporters Amy B Wang, Anne Ryman and Pat K ossan contributed to this
article.
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State job cuts hit
Corrections hardest

NEAL P. GOSWAMI

Posted: 10/16/2009 11:01:11 PM EDT

BENNINGTON -- Recent cuts to the state’s work
force by the Douglas administration have hit the
Department of Corrections hardest, where a total of
34 jobs have been lost.

The administration has yet to release specific
information on the affected positions, and it remains
unclear whether any of the employees are
responsible for supervising people on probation or
parole.

Deputy Secretary of Administration Tom Pelham said
Friday the Corrections reductions were drawn up by
the department and approved by administration
officials. He declined to say what type of positions
will be impacted, however.

"l don’t know even know whether or not they have
given notice to folks," Pelham said. "The roll-out of
that is something that they implement.”

An assistant to Corrections Commissioner Andrew
Pallito said that Pallito would not be available for
comment.

The administration is concerned with public safety,
Pelham said, but is satisfied that Corrections
officials developed a sound reduction proposal that
did not put Vermonters at risk.

"Obviously I'm concerned about that. | doubt a
commissioner is going to make a proposal that
impacts public safety in a material way," he said. "I
have confidence that these are smart folks doing the

best they can."

The Corrections positions are part of the
administration’s plan to cut $7.4 million in labor
costs for the current budget year because of
slumping revenues. The administration’s plan
eliminates 82.5 positions through a retirement
incentive program as well as another 46.5 positions
that are currently vacant. The plan calls for 29
employees to be laid off, 14 of those from the
Department of Corrections.

More than 40 vacant position within Corrections
will remain, though, Pelham said. The department
has the ability to "transfer and convert" positions to
meet its needs, he said, suggesting more probation
officials could be added.

"They have the flexibility within their organization,"”
Pelham said.

Other departments will also see layoffs, including:

* .
Department of States Attorneys and Sheriffs, 4
Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation, 1
Department for Children and Families, 2

* . .
Department of Aging and Independent Living, 3

*

Department of Mental Health, 5
The 29 layoffs are fewer than what administration

officials had braced state employees and the public
for. Warnings of as many as 200 layoffs were issued.
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Additional budget cuts are likely to be much more
severe next year, Pelham warned.

"We have a very difficult problem before us now and
before us next year," he said. "I think folks will look
back at this exercise next year and find it relatively
mild compared to the hurricane that is just
offshore."

Dennise Casey, spokeswoman for Gov. James
Douglas, said lawmakers will have to drastically
reduce spending to avoid further cuts. Officials will
have to "look very carefully at programs and at
additional positions," she said.

"The people in Vermont can't afford the hill the
folks in Montpelier are sending them. Montpelier
needs to address its spending so that it's in line
with what Vermonters can afford," Casey said.

Contact Neal P. Goswami at
ngoswami@benningtonbanner.com
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Indicting DNA Profiles Is Vital in Old Rape Cases

By AL BAKER

Nearly 10 years had passed since a college studentas raped on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, andwith
no known suspect in the 1993 case, the police wereot close to an arrest. But what they did have wasnearly
as critical: the rapist’s DNA profile.

Prosecutors in Manhattan — aware that the legal clak for bringing a case was running out — devised tle
novel strategy of indicting the rapist’'s DNA. Four years later, the sample was connected to a man, Vitor
Rondon; he was eventually convicted and sentenced to 44 to 107 years in prison.

While there have been many celebrated cases in whia DNA evidence has been used to overturnwrongful
convictions, often many years after the trial, such evidence has become essential in solving cold cases.

In New York City, prosecutors have secured 117 inditments of DNA samples in rape cases, linked 18 othose
profiles to specific people, and obtained 13 convidions, either through trials or negotiated pleas. Five cases
are pending.

“What we said was, ‘There is no reason for people ¢ get away with rape because of the statute of
limitations,” ” said John Feinblatt, Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg's criminal justice coordinator. “They
shouldn’t be able to hide behind it; they shouldn’t be able to race for time and get over the finish ine and
leave a victim without a case being solved.”

The success in rape cases has led officials in Nework to expand the use of DNA as an investigative bol for
not only serious, violent crimes, but also for offenses like serial car theft.

Many states, including Arkansas, Michigan and Delaware, use genetic evidence as a basis for indicting
unknown assailants in sex crimes, said Scott Akehust-Moore, a law librarian at Suffolk University Law
School in Boston who has studied and written about the subject. In one well-known case in Delaware, hesaid,
state law was modified to allow DNA indictments for a wide range of crimes including murder, rape, forgery
and perjury.

In Sacramento, Calif., a deputy district attorney, Anne Marie Schubert, said the strategy of indicting DNA is
applicable not only to sexual assault cases.

“If you have a guy, a bank robbery person, and youknow it belongs to the suspect, or a guy goes in ad beats
up an old lady and leaves his blood behind, you cando it in cases like that, where there is a statuteof
limitations,” Ms. Schubert said. “It is a tremendou sly powerful tool that allows us to protect the rig hts of



victims.”

In New York, authorities are now collecting more DN A evidence from the scenes of everyday crimes. They
hope to use DNA to help solve unsolved crimes fromthe past that are subject to a statute of limitations, like
burglary, robbery or serial car theft.

A $500,000 federal grant is now financing the study of cold cases, including homicides and serious sexal
assaults, with an aim of unearthing DNA evidence, by the Manhattan and Staten Island district attorney ’'s
offices, the Police Department and city medical examiner’s office.

Frederick R. Bieber, aforensic expert and a professor of pathology at Harvard Medical School, hailed the
effort to broaden DNA'’s use, saying New York officials have “taken the lead” in pursuing hits between DNA
samples and unsolved crimes.

“Law enforcement around the world has learned to collect DNA from property crimes, which often leads t o
convictions for major crimes,” Dr. Bieber said. “Th ey have widened the scope of cases from which thegollect
biological evidence.”

The first concentrated push in New York began in 2003 with the Bloomberg admin istration’s John Doe
Indictment Project, which sought to preserve the ability to prosecute rape suspects in cases where the statute
of limitations was near. That statute, which was lifted in 2006, had set a 10-year time frame for prosecution
when a suspect’s whereabouts or identity were unknawn.

Opponents say the passage of time can erode a defelant’s ability to mount a vigorous defense because
memories can fade; evidence and alibi withesses cardisappear. The National Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers, in a resolution against John Doe DNA indictments, said DNA samples can degrade over time and
said that errors in the “collection, handling and s torage of DNA samples” can lead to wrongful prosectutions.

But officials in New York and elsewhere say it is rresponsible to ignore the certainty of genetic evidence,
particularly considering the sophistication in extr acting it in old and new cases.

Of the city’s 117 John Doe rape indictments, one ha been appealed, officials said. In that case, thestate’s
Appellate Division upheld the prosecution that resulted in David Martinez’s pleadin g guilty to attempted rape
in a 1996 attack. The court rejected his claim that the indictment of his DNA in 2001 deprived him of his right
to be notified that he was accused.

Though the state eliminated in June 2006 the statut e of limitations in four categories of sex crimes, the John
Doe indictments are “critical” for the remaining 99 rape cases in which there is not yet a named suspet, Mr.
Feinblatt said. The state now requires taking DNA samples from those convicted of any felony and 35 types of
misdemeanors, which he said has helped link names b DNA profiles. But Mr. Feinblatt said New York sho uld
be taking DNA from all convicted criminals as well as from all arrestees, as is done in federal cases.

The fact that some rapists have arrests and convicions for other crimes illustrates the point that, a s Mr.
Feinblatt said, rapists “are not specialists.” In t he cases of Mr. Rondon, 34, Kevin Louis, 41, and Rihard
Thomas, 42, it was their connection to lesser crimes that led the authorities to link them thro ugh a DNA



database to the John Doe rape indictments of their genetic profiles, he said.

Mr. Louis was on the cusp of evading rape charges Wwen his DNA profile was linked to the attack of a
Brooklyn woman in front of her children in 1994, a crime for which he is serving up to 50 years in prison after
his conviction last year.

Mr. Thomas is headed to trial in Queens, where prosecutors say he raped a woman in 1996 and a 12-yeaoid
girl on her way to school in 2004. The case, encompssing both attacks, stands on the indictment of aDNA
profile from 2004 that matched Mr. Thomas’s DNA fro m a grand larceny case he was required to provide
DNA for in 2006, said Richard A. Brown, the Queens district attorney.

For victims, the resurrection of cases nearly forgotten can be healing.

One woman, Natasha A., who was attacked by Mr. Rondn, said that her attacker’'s DNA profile was indict ed
in February 2003, six months before the case would have been out of prosecutors’ reach. She remembershe
phone call she received when the district attorney’s office moved to indict the biological evidence recovered
from the August 1993 attack on a staircase landingnear the roof of her building, when she was a 20-year-old
college student. Another call came in 2007, she sail, and a trial soon got under way.

When Mr. Rondon was sentenced in April 2008, Natasha A. said it comforted her to imagine the culminati on
of her saga giving solace to victims timed out of sich opportunities by the old statute of limitations .

“The crime that Victor Rondon committed was against me, but it was also against the people of New York’
she said. “This is a man who committed a crime andgot away with it, and may have continued to do it
throughout his life, thinking he could get away wit h it and creating more victims.”

Alain Delaquériére contributed reporting.

Copyright 2009 The New York Times Company
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MONTHS TO LIVE
Fellow Inmates Ease Pain of Dying in Jail

By JOHN LELAND

COXSACKIE, N.Y. — Allen Jacobs lived hard for his B years, and when his liver finally shut down he faced the
kind of death he did not want. On a recent afternoon Mr. Jacobs lay in a hospital bed staring blankly at the ceiling,
his eyes sunk in his skull, his skin lusterless. Avolunteer hospice worker, Wensley Roberts, ran a wet sponge over
Mr. Jacobs’s dry lips, encouraging him to drink.

“Come on, Mr. Jacobs,” he said.

Mr. Roberts is one of a dozen inmates at the Coxsakie Correctional Facility who volunteer to sit with fellow
prisoners in the last six months of their lives. Mo re than 3,000 prisoners a year die of natural causes in
correctional facilities.

Mr. Roberts recalled a day when Mr. Jacobs, then mae coherent, had started crying. Mr. Roberts held his patient
and tried to console him. Then their experience took a turn unique to their setting, the medical ward of a maximum
security prison. Mr. Roberts said he told Mr. Jacobs to “man up.”

Mr. Jacobs, serving two to four years for passing orged checks, cursed at him, telling him, “l don't want to die in
jail. Do you want to die in jail?’ ”

“| said no,” said Mr. Roberts, who is serving eight years for robbery. “He said, ‘Then stop telling me to man up,’ and
he started crying. And then he said that I'm his family.”

American prisons are home to a growing geriatric population, with one-third of all inmates expected to be over 50
by next year. As courts have handed down longer setences and tightened parole, about 75 prisons havestarted
hospice programs, half of them using inmate volunteers, according to the National Hospice and Palliative Care
Organization. Susan Atkins, a follower of Charles Manson, died last month in hospice at the Central California
Women'’s Facility at Chowchilla after being denied compassionate release.

Joan Smith, deputy superintendent of health services at the Coxsackie prison, said the hospice programhere
initially met with resistance from prison guards. “ They were very resentful about people in prison for horrendous
crimes getting better medical care than their famil ies,” including round-the-clock companionship in th eir final
days, Ms. Smith said.

The guards have come to accept the program, she sdi But still there are challenges unique to the prison setting.
Some dying patients, for example, divert their pain medication to their volunteer aides or other patie nts, who use it
or sell it, said Kathleen Allan, the director of nu rsing. She added that patients can be made victimseasily, “and this
is a predatory system.”



But she said the inmate volunteers bond with the patients in a way that staff members cannot, taking on “the
touchy-feely thing” that may be inappropriate betwe en inmates and prison workers.

At Coxsackie, 130 miles north of New York City, adninistrators started the hospice program in 1996 in response to
the AIDS epidemic using an outside hospice agency, then chaged to inmate volunteers in 2001. The change saved
money and was well-received by the patients.

Perhaps more significant, said William Lape, the superintendent, was the effect the program had on the volunteers.
“I think it's turned their life around,” Mr. Lape s aid.

John Henson, 30, was one of the first volunteers. When he was 18, Mr. Henson broke into the home of aformer
employer and, in the course of a robbery, beat theman to death with a baseball bat. When he entered pison, with a
sentence of 25 years to life, he said, “I thought vy life was over.”

At Coxsackie he met the Rev. J. Edward Lewis, who prsuaded him to volunteer in 2001. “You go in think ing that
you’re going to help somebody,” Mr. Lewis said, “and every time they end up helping you.”

Before hospice, Mr. Henson said he had given little thought to the consequences of his crime. Then hefound
himself locked in a hospital room with another inma te, holding the man’s hand as his breathing slowedtoward a
stop.

Like many men in prison, the dying man had alienated his family members, who rejected his efforts to renew
contact. In the end, he had only Mr. Henson for companionship. When the prison nurse declared the man dead,
Mr. Henson broke down in tears.

“They just came out,” he said. “I don't even know why | was crying. Partly because of him, partly becaise of things
that died within me at the same time.”

Mr. Henson, dressed in prison greens and with his blond hair buzzed short, spoke directly and without hesitation.

“I was just thinking about why I'm in here and the person'’s life that | took,” he said. “And sitting w ith this person
for the first time and actually seeing death firsth and, being right there, my hand in his hand, watching him take his
last breath, just caused me to say, ‘Wow, who the lell are you? Who were you to do this to somebody efe?’”

Ms. Allan, the nursing director at Coxsackie, said that with a number of inmate volunteers, “You can i dentify in
each of these guys something inside them driving them to do this. It's a desire to redeem themselvesso even when
it gets hard they’re able to plow through it. *

She added, “I think Mr. Henson made me a better mother.”

Benny Lee, 38, has spent half his life in prison for manslaughter, and for most of that time, he said, “the only thing
| regretted was getting caught.” Four months ago he began as a hospice volunteer, feeling he needed ahange. “I'm
trying to offer some payback,” he said.

On a recent afternoon, Mr. Lee was scheduled to sitwith Eddie Jones, 89, who was dying from multiple causes. Mr.
Jones, who was convicted of murder at age 70, said;| can talk with them better than staff members, b ecause staff
members have their minds made up about how things should be.”



Mr. Lee said he does not know how Mr. Jones’s deathwill affect him. “I'm hoping it will have an effec t, period,” he
said. “Growing up and in prison, | put up walls. Bu t | have to be more emotionally receptive to theseguys. This is
going against everything I've tried to do. But | realize it's a change | have to make.”

Mr. Lee said hospice was forcing him to learn to trust people.

“It's helping me mature,” he said. “My views of lif e and death are changing. | was unsympathetic whenit comes to
death. I've had friends die, and | was callous abou it. Now | can’t do that. I've come to identify wi th these guys, not
because we're inmates, but because we’re human beigs. What they’re going through, I'll go through.”
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Shelby officials: Jail bond issue critical

By JAMI KINTON
News Journal

SHELBY -- City Finance Director Bob Lafferty said passage of a 3.5-mill bond issue Nov. 3 is
essential.

The bond would collect $8 million for a new facility to house the police department, court and jail
under one roof.

"We know this isn't a good economic time for people, but if this doesn't pass, we have no home for
our police," Lafferty said.

Because of flood damage in 2007, the former police building was torn down.

The city pays $1,000 a month to rent facilities for the police department and $1,250 a month for court
facilities.

Lafferty said additional money comes out of the city's general fund to keep prisoners in Crawford,
Ashland and Richland county jails.

"Our original line item called for $95,000 for prisoner housing costs, but we ended up taking it to
$145,000," he said, noting the amount does not include transportation costs.

Lafferty said he hopes amendments to the bond issue will help with its passage. Two such bond
issues have failed in Shelby in the past.

"We've taken the fire station off the issue to bring the millage down," he said. "It's a need and one of
the five oldest acting fire stations in the nation, but at least our firefighters have a home."

Lafferty said the rented building for the courts is less than ideal.

"The prisoners walk in the same door as the defendants," he said. "You're in a courtroom with only
one exit, so you're taking the chance if someone comes into the courtroom in a violent mood -- you'd
only have one escape route for the judge and the people sitting in the room."

He said there also are security issues that did not exist when the police department was housed in
the same building.

Since its first appearance on the ballot, the bond issue has been reduced $4 million. The square
footage has been reduced by 10,000 square feet. The current issue will cost the owner of an $80,000
home just under $86 a year, while senior citizens would pay about $59 a year.

"It's really hard to summarize in a couple words how this has impacted the police department the last
couple years," Shelby police Chief Charlie Roub said. "It's had a negative impact on our whole
operation. A major part is a morale issue. We have a place to work out of, but it's not a home to us.
We're able to function, but there's a lot we're lacking. We don't want a new police department -- we
need a new police department.”




