
 

  
 
October 15, 2009 

 

Position cuts, layoffs planned in prison system 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

COLUMBUS -- State officials have informed union members that Ohio's prison system plans to lay off 
41 employees and eliminate 118 vacant positions. 

The Department of Rehabilitation and Correction also plans to close Camp Reams, Ohio's first 
prisoner "boot camp." Officers now working at the facility located at the Southeastern Correctional 
Institution in Lancaster will be reassigned. 

Additionally, one inmate unit will be closed at the Pickaway Correctional Institution in Orient in central 
Ohio. 

The cuts, taking effect Feb. 27, are expected to save $16 million as the prison system works to cut its 
two-year budget by $87.2 million. 
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Mansion workers deny inmates' rape allegations 

Thursday,  October 15, 2009 3:00 AM  

 

Associated Press  

OKLAHOMA CITY—An attorney for two former employees at the Oklahoma governor's mansion said 

the men deny allegations that they raped three female prison inmates assigned to work on the 

mansion grounds. 

Oklahoma City attorney Tim Henderson said yesterday that neither man has been charged. Russell 

Humphries, the former executive chef at the mansion, and Anthony Bobelu, former groundskeeper 

supervisor, say they lost their jobs over mere accusations. 

Henderson said there is no physical evidence to support the women's claims and that they are 

convicted felons who claimed they were assaulted so they could sue the state for money. 
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Overall, casinos would benefit state 

Thursday,  October 15, 2009 3:03 AM  

 

It really doesn't matter to me whether State Issue 3 passes or not, 

though I would like to see it pass.

The benefits: Badly needed money comes into Ohio, construction 

workers and casino workers will be hired, and new businesses will 

be built surrounding the gaming establishments. The detriments: 

Workers will come from outside Ohio, religious people will regard 

the casinos as sinful, gambling could result in addiction, and there 

will be a loss of bingo revenue at churches and schools. 

The negative advertising states 34,000 jobs going to out-of-state 

people. So what? These people would have to rent or buy housing; 

purchase food, clothing and other goods; and send their children to our schools. I guess that does 

nothing but stimulate our down economy. 

To me, it looks as if the good outweighs the bad. 

DAVID WOODYARD  

  

 

Columbus  

  

 
 

Web-only letters 
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State agency leaves jobless folks hanging 

Thursday,  October 15, 2009 3:03 AM  

 

I think it's ridiculous that officials in the Ohio Department of Job and 

Family Services expect people to do without unemployment 

compensation for six weeks or more while they work out "bugs" in 

their system. They make you jump through so many hoops just to 

get paid, and when you conform exactly to their expectations, they 

leave you hanging.

I am six weeks behind and haven't received anything to pay bills 

with. I am a full-time student who returned to school after losing my 

job to foreign competition, and I rely on unemployment benefits to 

get by. Whenever I call the department, I get a different answer; no 

one knows what's going on. 

They need to wake up and start respecting Ohioans who are relying on unemployment compensation 

to make ends meet. 

It amazes me that this department can have so many problems and still be able to operate. Someone 

over there needs to get things straightened out or be replaced. I was told that there are thousands like 

me who have had this happen, and it needs to stop. 

I want and deserve the $3,000 that's owed me, and I want it now. 

SCOTT MARTIN  

  

 

Vandalia  
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SCI relocates boot camp as it adjusts to cuts 

 

BY MORGAN DAY 

The Eagle-Gazette Staff  

LANCASTER -- The Southeastern Correctional Institution must cap its population of inmates as it 
attempts to make room for those now in its boot camp, a separate building that will close because of 
state budget cuts. 

Transitions at SCI come after state officials announced Ohio's prison system plans to lay off 41 
employees and eliminate 118 vacant positions. 

The cuts, taking effect Feb. 27, are expected to save $16 million as the prison system works to cut its 
two-year budget by $87.2 million. 

SCI accounts for 15 of those 118 vacant positions. Three positions -- unit manager, sergeant and a 
case manager -- are from the institution, while 12 positions are from Camp Reams, Ohio's first 
prisoner boot camp that began in 1991. 

Although the building will close, the program will not be eliminated, Warden Sheri Duffey said. The 
institution now must make room for those prisoners housed at Camp Reams, which has about 100 
beds. It has until February to make all transitions. 

SCI receives new offenders each week, and it must stop receiving offenders while it transitions Camp 
Reams prisoners into the institution. 

That will put pressure on other institutions that must house more inmates. 

"When we lose bed space, someone has got to make it up, absolutely," Duffey said. "I'm not sure 
where, either, but there will be some institutions that will have to tuck in some more beds and make 
up for the 100 that we're losing." 

Camp Reams is an early-release prison program that takes in prisoners serving a sentence of less 
than five years for non-violent crimes and those who have not committed sexual offenses, warden's 
assistant Rick Chuvalas said. 

Much of the prisoners' time is spent doing community service, attending educational programming 
and physical training. 

Inmates enter the program voluntarily and can complete it in 90 days before released into society, 
Chuvalas said. 

Some spend time on post-release control after completing the program. 

The Camp Reams building will remain vacant, and SCI officials have no plans to demolish it. 

The facility could provide housing in the future for emergency situations, Chuvalas said. 
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Duffey said she will put high priority on keeping prisoner programs in tact. However, state budget cuts 
become more worrisome because she's not sure how much more the institution can give. 

"We feel that we're getting down to the nitty-gritty now," Duffey said. "We've got people doing a 
multitude of tasks, so we feel we're getting down to the bare minimum, and any future cuts will 
definitely affect people and programming." 
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Ohio, other states letting inmates cut even more prison time 

PAWTUCKET, R.I. (AP) — If the state weren't so pressed for cash, Joshua Gomes might still be 
behind bars. 

Instead, he's working temp jobs — at a construction site one week, a recycling plant another — and 
talks about going to college, teaching or joining the military. 

The former cocaine addict and dealer had to prepare for his future sooner than expected: He was 
released from prison in June after serving a little more than half his two-year sentence, benefiting 
from a state law that allows certain prisoners to get out early if they commit to rehabilitation programs 
behind bars. 
 
States under pressure to erase budget deficits and ease prison overcrowding are allowing inmates to 
shave greater amounts of time off their sentences through good behavior and participation in classes 
such as job training and substance abuse treatment. 
 
Some victims' advocates and law enforcement professionals worry convicts released early will 
continue committing crimes, and they question whether rehabilitative programs offered behind bars 
can produce lasting improvements. But supporters say the law changes not only cut costs but also 
can motivate inmates — the overwhelming majority of whom eventually will be released — to acquire 
life skills to keep them from committing new crimes. 
 
"I would rather have an inmate released three weeks earlier, knowing that he had dealt with his 
substance abuse addictions, than waiting the three weeks and releasing him untreated," Rhode 
Island corrections director A.T. Wall said. 
 
Among new laws passed this year: Colorado now permits low-risk inmates 12 days per month of 
earned time instead of 10; Mississippi lifted a 180-day cap on earned time; and Oregon raised the 
amount of time inmates can deduct from their sentences for good behavior from 20 percent to 30 
percent. 
 
Gomes, 24, credits his substance abuse program with helping him appreciate how his behavior 
affected his family. He says the opportunity for early release gave him added drive to complete the 
months-long class. 
 
"For the sake of going home a couple months earlier, yeah," Gomes said. "Guys are in there just to 
knock off a couple months off their sentence or make parole." 
 
Murderers and inmates convicted of other violent crimes are generally excluded from extra credit, but 
drug dealers and thieves are among offenders who can benefit. 
 
The measures come as prisons around the country have swelled with nonviolent, lower-level 
offenders who each can cost tens of thousands of dollars per year to keep locked up. California, 
which faces severe overcrowding, recently submitted a plan to cut its roughly 150,000-inmate prison 
population by 23,000 over two years. 
 
Critics caution there's no guarantee inmates who acquire drug treatment or job skills will avoid trouble 
after their releases. 
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"If they cared about getting their rehabilitation, they'd be in this program without having this carrot 
dangled in front of them," said John Murphy, executive director of the Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys 
Association, which opposes a proposal in Ohio to increase time off from one day per month to five. 
 
The Washington State Institute for Public Policy found that under a 2003 state law allowing some 
nonviolent offenders to earn 50 percent off their sentences, inmates released early were less likely to 
commit new crimes than similar offenders who stayed in prison longer. 
 
The institute projected a slight increase in property crime as more nonviolent offenders are freed but 
concluded the benefits outweighed the risk. 
 
Penn State University criminologist Doris MacKenzie said states are wise to broaden the incentives 
since research shows rehabilitative programs can work even when prisoners are coerced into them. 
 
Rhode Island revised its earned time statute last year. Now, virtually all inmates convicted of 
nonviolent offenses can deduct up to 10 days per month for good behavior, two per month for having 
prison jobs and five per month for participating in treatment programs. There's a one-time 30-day 
credit for class completion. 
 
Prison officials credit the law change with helping reduce the prison population from 3,840 in July 
2008 to 3,689 in June, though they don't have data on how many have reoffended. 
 
Gomes said he was a strong student and soccer player in hardscrabble Central Falls but began 
selling cocaine after marveling at the money drug-dealing friends made. He was sentenced to two 
years in March 2008 after pickpocketing a man and stealing cigarettes from a convenience store. He 
got out June 1. 
 
Now on probation, he said he's sober, undergoing drug treatment and urine screenings and making 
regular visits with his probation officer, who says she's optimistic about his future but acknowledges 
some ex-inmates under her supervision face more obstacles ahead after getting early release. 
 
Gomes' criminal convictions are a setback. But, he says, "I haven't really burned my bridge 
completely." 
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Richland County corrections board discusses budget woes 

 

By MARK CAUDILL 

News Journal  

MANSFIELD -- Budget woes were the topic of the day at Wednesday's Community Corrections Board 
meeting. 

From Richland County Common Pleas Judge James DeWeese to Sheriff Steve Sheldon to mental 
health director Joe Trolian, those in attendance talked about how the recession has affected their 
departments. Sheldon said he is down 32 employees, including eight corrections officers. 

"We still have a wing of the jail closed," he added. 

Sheldon said he would like to see the Community Alternative Center, a 70-bed facility for nonviolent 
offenders, utilized more. In a recent News Journal story, CAC program director Tom Trittschuh said 
about half of the beds are usually empty. 

Sheldon said if the CAC was fully utilized, that would help -- "It keeps us afloat a little bit," he said 
"People might think we (the sheriff and CAC) are at odds, but we're not. We're in the same business." 

DeWeese said the county courthouse would not have full-time security or any remodeling for the 
foreseeable future after missing out on a grant. Sheldon said if his office were at full staff, he would 
provide a deputy for full-time security. In the meantime, he sends deputies to court for maximum risk 
times such as arraignments. 

Trolian noted budget cuts have increased waiting lists for the mental health department's clients. He 
said wait times previously were one to three weeks, but recently have increased to four or five weeks. 

Mansfield Mayor Don Culliver summed up Wednesday's take on the current economic climate when 
DeWeese asked him for an update from the city. 

"We're broke," Culliver said. 

The Community Corrections Board will next meet Dec. 16. 
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Pressed for cash, states let inmates go early  
Programs shave time off for good behavior and classes on jobs, drugs 
The Associated Press 
updated 9:44 a.m. ET, Thurs., Oct . 15, 2009 

PAWTUCKET, R.I. - If the state weren't so pressed for cash, Joshua Gomes might still be behind bars. Instead, 

he's working temp jobs — at a construction site one week, a recycling plant another — and talks about going 

to college, teaching or joining the military. 

The former cocaine addict and dealer had to prepare for his future sooner than expected: He was released 

from prison in June after serving a little more than half his two-year sentence, benefiting from a state law that 

allows certain prisoners to get out early if they commit to rehabilitation programs behind bars. 

States under pressure to erase budget deficits and ease prison overcrowding are allowing inmates to shave 

greater amounts of time off their sentences through good behavior and participation in classes such as job 

training and substance abuse treatment. 

Some victims' advocates and law enforcement professionals worry convicts released early will continue 

committing crimes, and they question whether rehabilitative programs offered behind bars can produce lasting 

improvements. But supporters say the law changes not only cut costs but also can motivate inmates — the 

overwhelming majority of whom eventually will be released — to acquire life skills to keep them from 

committing new crimes. 

"I would rather have an inmate released three weeks earlier, knowing that he had dealt with his substance 

abuse addictions, than waiting the three weeks and releasing him untreated," Rhode Island corrections 

director A.T. Wall said. 

Among new laws passed this year: Colorado now permits low-risk inmates 12 days per month of earned time 

instead of 10; Mississippi lifted a 180-day cap on earned time; and Oregon raised the amount of time inmates 

can deduct from their sentences for good behavior from 20 percent to 30 percent. 

Gomes, 24, credits his substance abuse program with helping him appreciate how his behavior affected his 

family. He says the opportunity for early release gave him added drive to complete the months-long class. 

"For the sake of going home a couple months earlier, yeah," Gomes said. "Guys are in there just to knock off 

a couple months off their sentence or make parole." 

Nonviolent offenders 

Murderers and inmates convicted of other violent crimes are generally excluded from extra credit, but drug 

dealers and thieves are among offenders who can benefit. 

The measures come as prisons around the country have swelled with nonviolent, lower-level offenders who 

each can cost tens of thousands of dollars per year to keep locked up. California, which faces severe 

overcrowding, recently submitted a plan to cut its roughly 150,000-inmate prison population by 23,000 over 

two years. 

Critics caution there's no guarantee inmates who acquire drug treatment or job skills will avoid trouble after 

their releases. 

"If they cared about getting their rehabilitation, they'd be in this program without having this carrot dangled in 

front of them," said John Murphy, executive director of the Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association, which 

opposes a proposal in Ohio to increase time off from one day per month to five. 

The Washington State Institute for Public Policy found that under a 2003 state law allowing some nonviolent 
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offenders to earn 50 percent off their sentences, inmates released early were less likely to commit new crimes 

than similar offenders who stayed in prison longer. 

The institute projected a slight increase in property crime as more nonviolent offenders are freed but 

concluded the benefits outweighed the risk. 

Penn State University criminologist Doris MacKenzie said states are wise to broaden the incentives since 

research shows rehabilitative programs can work even when prisoners are coerced into them. 

Prison population down 

Rhode Island revised its earned time statute last year. Now, virtually all inmates convicted of nonviolent 

offenses can deduct up to 10 days per month for good behavior, two per month for having prison jobs and five 

per month for participating in treatment programs. There's a one-time 30-day credit for class completion. 

Prison officials credit the law change with helping reduce the prison population from 3,840 in July 2008 to 

3,689 in June, though they don't have data on how many have reoffended. 

Gomes said he was a strong student and soccer player in hardscrabble Central Falls but began selling cocaine 

after marveling at the money drug-dealing friends made. He was sentenced to two years in March 2008 after 

pickpocketing a man and stealing cigarettes from a convenience store. He got out June 1. 

Now on probation, he said he's sober, undergoing drug treatment and urine screenings and making regular 

visits with his probation officer, who says she's optimistic about his future but acknowledges some ex-inmates 

under her supervision face more obstacles ahead after getting early release. 

Gomes' criminal convictions are a setback. But, he says, "I haven't really burned my bridge completely." 

More on: Prison 

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 

rewritten or redistributed. 
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Texas governor: Executed inmate ‘a monster’  
Claims he was innocent are anti-death penalty propaganda, Perry says  
The Associated Press 
updated 8:54 p.m. ET, Wed., Oct . 14, 2009 

AUSTIN, Texas - A man put to death in 2004 for killing his three children was "a monster," and suggestions 

that he may have been innocent are anti-death penalty propaganda, Gov. Rick Perry said Wednesday. 

Cameron Todd Willingham's convictions were upheld several times before he was put to death, and recent 

media reports looking into whether Willingham may have been innocent glossed over evidence that showed he 

murdered his children, Perry told reporters after addressing Texas Association of Realtors members at a 

luncheon. 

"Willingham was a monster. He was a guy who murdered his three children, who tried to beat his wife into an 

abortion so that he wouldn't have those kids. Person after person has stood up and testified to facts of this 

case that quite frankly you all aren't covering," Perry said. 

Willingham was convicted of capital murder for the 1991 deaths of his children, 2-year-old Amber and 1-year-

old twins Karmon and Kameron. Prosecutors said he set fire to the family's Corsicana home while the children 

were inside. 

Forensic scientists question evidence 

Forensic scientists have called into question arson evidence used to convict Willingham, who maintained his 

innocence until his death. John Jackson, the Navarro County prosecutor who argued the case, still believes 

Willingham is guilty, but acknowledges it would have been hard to win a death sentence without the arson 

finding. 

The governor has been criticized for replacing members of the Texas Forensic Science Commission just before 

they were to review a new report critical of the arson science used to convict Willingham. If the evidence 

ultimately proves Willingham did not kill his children, it would be the first known wrongful execution in Texas. 

Perry dismissed suggestions he was trying to influence the commission's findings, calling the commission 

members' replacement a matter of "process." He said capable new members of the panel will move forward 

with the investigation. 

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, Perry's rival for the Republican nomination for governor in 2010, has said that 

while she supports the death penalty, she disagrees with Perry's decision to replace the commission members. 

She told The Associated Press on Wednesday in Houston that Perry should have allowed the panel's 

investigation to go forward to ensure that Willingham was in fact guilty. 

"I don't have the facts. I'm not taking up for Mr. Willingham because I have no idea. I'm taking up for the 

process, for the criminal justice system in our state," Hutchison said. 

Hutchison, repeating a point her campaign has been pressing for days, said Perry's actions were heavy-
handed, much like his decision to replace appointees on university regent boards who didn't back him. 

"I think the majority of Texans believe the death penalty is an appropriate punishment for the crimes that are 

the state law for the death penalty. I think every one of the people who believe in the death penalty would 

want to know we are using DNA evidence and the best technology in all the fields to determine if a person is 

rightfully convicted," Hutchison said. 

‘Poor understandings of fire science’ 

Hutchison's campaign issued a statement saying Perry's handling of the commission has given liberals 
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ammunition to discredit the death penalty. 

A state fire marshal, now deceased, and a local fire investigator ruled the Willingham case was arson. The 

investigator stands by the findings. 

But a Baltimore-based arson expert hired by the Forensic Science Commission to study the case, Craig Beyler, 

concluded that the arson findings were not scientifically supported and that investigators at the scene had 

"poor understandings of fire science." 

Perry said he wanted to remind the public of all the facts in the case, not "one piece of study that everyone is 

glomming onto and saying 'Ah-ha.'" 

"Getting all tied up in the process here frankly is a deflection of what people across this state and this country 

need to be looking at," Perry said. 

At trial, Willingham's wife, Stacy, testified for him during the punishment phase, denying he ever hurt her. 

Acquaintances, however, said she told them he'd beaten her several times, even while she was pregnant. 

The commission doesn't have the power to rule on Willingham's guilt or innocence, but was expected to 

release a report next year on the validity of the arson investigation. 

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 

rewritten or redistributed. 

URL: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33318892/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/ 

 
MSN Privacy . Legal 
© 2009 MSNBC.com 

Page 2 of 2Texas governor: Executed inmate ‘a monster’ - Crime & courts

10/15/2009http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33318892/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/print/1/displaym...



REPORT NO. 199, VOLUME 78-- WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 2009 

CHAIRMAN ENCOUNTERS GROWING OPPOSITION TO EVIDENCE RETENTION 

REQUIREMENTS IN DNA BILL

The chairman of the House panel deliberating a proposal to expand DNA testing said Wednesday he was surprised by 

the amount of opposition to a measure that passed nearly unanimously out of the Senate earlier this year. 

Several witnesses representing law enforcement agencies testified as interested parties before the House Criminal 

Justice Committee, underscoring concerns about provisions of the bill (SB 77 ) that would require them to retain 

evidence following certain eyewitness identification procedures. 

Chairman Rep. Tyrone Yates (D-Cincinnati), who is sponsoring a companion measure in the House (HB 99 ), said in 

an interview after the hearing that the bill likely needs more work. 

"We're going to try to make sure that everyone on the committee feels comfortable with its provisions. We'll improve it 

where it needs to be improved, we'll add where we need to add, we'll subtract where we need to do that," he said. 

Among the provisions generating the most pushback is the proposal to require law enforcement agencies to preserve 

most DNA evidence for at least 30 years. Chairman Yates said he hoped to find a way to address concerns about the 

potential cost to local authorities. 

"One of the things that I find interesting is that this bill passed 32-1 in the Senate and so one of the questions that I 

have is: wasn't this all vetted over there?" he said. 

"I hope the Senate isn't sending us complex legislation without examination. I'm a little surprised at the level of 

opposition to the bill in the House since it was supposed to be well vetted in the Senate," he said. "So we're going to 

have to sort that out." 

Marion police officer Jay McDonald, secretary of the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio, said his group supports the 

"concept of the bill" - to ensure that the innocent are not improperly incarcerated. And while the measure was improved

through Senate rewrites, the FOP has several lingering concerns. 

Language that would require authorities to obtain permission from an offender's defense attorney before destroying 

evidence would prove burdensome, he said. "No competent defense attorney will ever sign off on the destruction of 

evidence." 

Mr. McDonald also questioned a separate provision that would require blind administration of eyewitness lineups 

through the use of photos in a folder. 

No law enforcement agencies that he asked had ever heard of the folder system, he said, suggesting any slight 

deviation from the language of the law could result in evidence being tossed out of court. "I don't know that we should 

mandate its use when its not in practice and its not widely recognized." 

Responding to questioning from Rep. Mark Schneider (D-Mentor), Mr. McDonald said the Marion Police Department's 

evidence room was already full and the bill would impose additional burdens on the cash-strapped agency. 

"If we were to acquire old mattresses or the seat of a car for 60 years, I imagine we would have to acquire an additional 

facility," he said about the proposed evidence retention requirements. Such expenditure would likely necessitate 

personnel layoffs. 

Mr. McDonald further suggested the evidence retention mandate could lead to law enforcement officers deciding not to 

seize a potential piece of evidence due to space concerns. 

Testifying on behalf of the Buckeye State Sheriffs' Association, McKenzie Davis said evidence retention facilities across 

the state were near or at full capacity. 



He suggested amending the proposal to require the Biological Evidence Task Force, which the bill would create, to 

study and recommend a more appropriate evidence retention schedule. 

Mr. Davis reiterated concerns about eyewitness identification procedures, saying "these cumbersome procedures should

be best practices and the subject of police training developed by seasoned law enforcement experts." 

Referring to a recent case where a car was seized as a potential source of DNA evidence, Rep. Schneider asked if the bill

would require "something as bulky as an automobile to be kept for up to 30 years?" Mr. Davis said such an item could 

fall under an exemption, "but the language is pretty vague." 

The committee also heard proponent testimony from law enforcement officials from Washington D.C. and Chicago, who 

primarily urged support for provisions that would encourage videotaping of custodial interrogations. 

Jim Trainum, a detective with the District of Columbia's Metropolitan Police Department, said he became convinced of 

the effectiveness of recorded interrogations after an accidental recording later proved that he had produced a false 

confession from a murder suspect. 

Recording interrogations is becoming a standard law enforcement practice across the country, he said. "Departments 

have discovered that not only do they get confessions, but they get better confessions and they're easier to defend in 

court." 

Thomas Sullivan, a former U.S. attorney from Chicago, said his survey of about 800 law enforcement agencies shows a 

groundswell of support among those that videotape interrogations. 

"They rhapsodize about it, except they complain about who's going to pay for it," he said. Meanwhile, comments from 

agencies that don't record interrogations always repeat "the same litany of complaints," he added, citing concern that 

filming proceedings will inhibit confessions. 

Ohio's videotaping provision would be "the mildest statute on the books, with possible exception of New Mexico, 

because its almost not really a requirement at all," Mr. Sullivan said, noting there would be no adverse consequences if 

police don't videotape interrogations. "Its really an option rather than a mandate." 


