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MARYSVILLE, Ohio -- The freshmen came into the room prepared 

to be bored. Several brought coffee; others had 

cookies. A few opened their textbooks and began to read. 

They sneaked uncomfortable looks at the 14 inmates lined up 

before them, and one girl stage-whispered to a friend, "Are they 

dangerous?" The students were told that those before them were 

convicted felons, and that each had volunteered to come to 

Marysville High School to share a personal story about drugs and 

alcohol. 

The convicts, all adults now, have more than just their drug use in 

common. They bottled their ordinary teenage angst. So their 
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messages to the students were clear: Any one of you could become 

us. Reach out to someone, anyone at all. 

And with that, an employee of the West Central Community Based 

Correctional Facility in Marysville switched on a CD player. Music 

from Bonnie Tyler's Total Eclipse of the Heart filled the room. A lot 

of the kids sniggered; some laughed. This was, they clearly had 

decided, going to be corny. 

Until one of the convicts shoved another one, raised his fist at her and nearly pushed her into the wall. 

The laughing stopped. 

The coffee grew cold, the cookies went uneaten and the textbooks were forgotten. In a roomful of 

teenagers, no one made a sound. 

Nick Smith, a 21-year-old bank robber who smoked his first joint at age 12, played the role of a 

troubled teenager. In a four-minute presentation, without ever speaking, Smith fought with his "parents" 

and turned to drugs and alcohol to mask his emotions. 
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Nicotine, marijuana, alcohol, inhalants, LSD, speed, hallucinogens, Ecstasy, crystal meth, OxyContin 

and heroin. Smith raced through them all. Eventually, the other inmates, each representing a different 

drug, encircled him. He was trapped. By the time the skit ended, several students were crying. Others 

covered their faces. Everyone was quiet. One by one, the convicts stood and shared their stories. 

In high school they were cheerleaders and wrestlers. Another sang in the choir. Some were beaten at 

home; some weren't. The black man with the green eyes spoke of being different; the women talked 

about being called "hallway sluts." 

"If I could rewind my clock, I would go back and talk to someone," 35-year-old Carlton Glover told the 

students. "But it's not too late for you. Even if you're not using, someone you know is. Help them." 

The impact was clear, for some more than others. In one class, four boys were just shy of being 

hecklers. 

Inmate Nick Mayse called them out: "You know what? I was you. I sat back, all cool, like everything 

was funny. I heard stories, too, and thought those people talking to me when I was a kid didn't know 

anything. So I was you, man, and I've done six years in prison. Look at me. I am you." 

One of those boys later told Mayse and the other convicts that he smokes pot. He apologized for his 

behavior. Mayse cried as he hugged him. 

That kid showed up at the next session, too. Then, he asked his teacher if he could attend them all. By 

the third class, he told everyone in the room that he uses drugs and that he wants to change his life. 

Then a teenage girl stood up. She'd been abused. Then another one. Another boy said his mom is in 

jail and he doesn't know what to do. 

"If even one of you listened, if even one of you all make a change," Mayse told them, "then my life 

mattered today." 

hzachariah@dispatch.com  

On the Web • For a video of the presentation, visit Dispatch.com/multimedia.  
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Design flaw allowed Indiana inmates to leave cells 

Thursday,  November 5, 2009 8:31 AM  

 

Design flaw allowed inmates to leave cells  

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. (AP) - Workers are altering part of the Vigo County jail to fix a design flaw that 

allowed inmates to crawl through the ceiling to visit other cells.  

 

Eight pods in the 7-year-old addition to the original jail are getting sturdier ceiling panels to prevent 

excursions by inmates under a settlement with the original architect.  

 

Sheriff Jon Marvel says the $500,000 ceiling upgrade should be complete by early December.  

 

He says the design flaw allowed inmates in a top bunk to kick and bend perforated metal ceiling 

panels, stripping out screws so they could lift the panel.  

 

Once a panel was lifted far enough, inmates could slip through the gap and roam around in the space 

above the cells to visit other inmates.  

More offbeat news 

� Ohio mayor gets no votes because of ballot mix-up 
� Design flaw allowed Indiana inmates to leave cells 
� Man knocks 'em dead at his own funeral 
� Calf still kicking after getting prosthetic legs 
� Teacher who asked girl to clean up urine is removed 
� 'Breathalyzer Man' lives up to costume after DUI arrest 
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Lawyers fight law on sex offenders before Ohio 
Supreme Court 

Thursday,  November 5, 2009 3:29 AM  

BY JAMES NASH 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

Thousands of registered sex offenders would be subject to less-stringent reporting requirements if 
defense lawyers succeed in challenging parts of a 2007 state law intended to crack down on sexual 
criminals.

The attorneys told the Ohio Supreme Court yesterday that the get-tough law was applied illegally to 
more than 26,000 sex offenders who were sentenced before it took effect. 

In addition, the lawyers said, the measure penalizes people who commit sex offenses before they 
turn 18 by requiring them to continue to register as sex offenders well into adulthood. 

The state's highest court heard four cases yesterday challenging Senate Bill 10, which created a 
new system for classifying sex offenders based more on the severity of the crime than the likelihood 
of committing future offenses. 

More than half of the offenders were placed in the most-serious category -- sexual predators -- who 
are required to register every 90 days for life. 

Jeffrey M. Gamso, a Toledo lawyer who argued one of the cases, said the law had more to do with 
securing federal funding under the Adam Walsh Act than protecting Ohioans. 

"Is the sheriff really keeping tabs on all those people?" Gamso asked in an interview. "We know that 
some people will re-offend, and we want to be able to target those people. 

"You want to find the needle in the haystack, and what this does is build a bigger haystack." 

State Sen. Timothy J. Grendell, R-Chesterland, said the law makes it easier for the public to monitor 
the whereabouts of registered sex offenders on the Internet and through mandatory notices to 
neighbors. 

"The policy decision, from my perspective, was based on protecting public safety," Grendell said. 
"The timing was based on us being told we'd get an additional 10 percent (in Adam Walsh funding) if 
we did this by a certain time. We would not make public policy just to get money." 
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The four cases: 

• Three adult sex offenders from Huron County who were classified as sexual predators under the 
2007 law say it's unconstitutional to subject them to a "punitive" law that didn't exist when they were 
sentenced. 

Gamso, who represented the men, said lawmakers can't step in and redo classifications for sex 
offenders that already were determined by judges. 

David M. Lieberman, an assistant attorney general who represented the state, said lawmakers had 
no choice but to revise the state law to comply with the Adam Walsh Act. 

• Roman Chojnacki, who was convicted of sex with a minor in Warren County in 2006, was 
reclassified from a low-risk sex offender under the old law to a medium-risk offender. 

His attorney, Jason A. Macke, argued that Chojnacki and others who were reclassified should have 
had access to lawyers during that process. 

Lieberman, who again represented the state, said defendants are entitled to legal representation 
only when they face the deprivation of liberty or fundamental rights such as privacy. That isn't the 
case here, he said. 

• Darian J. Smith, who was convicted in Allen County of three counts of rape at age 14, contends 
that he shouldn't be subject to the same registration requirements as adult sex offenders. 

Brooke M. Burns, his attorney, said studies have shown that there's a better chance of rehabilitating 
youthful sex offenders than adults. 

Christina L. Steffan, the attorney for the Allen County prosecutor's office, said juvenile offenders are 
given adult legal protections -- such as the right to lawyers and a jury trial -- before their names are 
added to the sex-offender database. 

• A juvenile sex offender known only as Adrian R. was classified as a sexual predator and must 
report to authorities into adulthood even though he has responded very well to treatment, said Burns, 
who also represented Adrian. 

She said the rigid classifications "disincentivize children from doing well in treatment." 

Assistant Licking County Prosecutor Alice L. Bond said the current sex-offender law allows people 
convicted as juveniles to petition a judge to be declassified as sex offenders in three years. 

jnash@dispatch.com  
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Ohio Supreme Court 

Sets 2 New Execution 

Dates 

Wednesday,  November 4, 2009 1:22 PM  

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The Ohio Supreme Court on Wednesday set two new execution dates even as the state continues 

to rework its procedures for putting condemned inmates to death by injection.  

       

The execution dates are the first in four and a half months set by the court, which had been scheduling executions about 

once a month.  

       

The death penalty is temporarily on hold in Ohio while the state develops the new policies. The update follows a botched 

execution on Sept. 15 that was halted after two hours when executioners couldn't find a usable vein on inmate Rommel 

Broom.  

       

The court's decision Wednesday set a May 13 execution date for Michael Beuke, 47, convicted of the 1983 murder of 

Robert Craig, a man he met while hitchhiking on Interstate 275 in southwest Ohio.  

      

Beuke shot Craig twice in the head and once in the chest, dumped his body in the bushes and stole his car.  

       

The court also set a June 10 execution date for Richard Nields, 59, sentenced to die for the 1997 death of his girlfriend, 

59-year-old Patricia Newsome, at their home in Finneytown in southwest Ohio.  

       

Nields beat and strangled Newsome after she asked him to move out of her house.  

       

The decision by Gov. Ted Strickland to stop Broom's execution was unprecedented since the United States resumed 

executions in the 1970s.  

       

U.S. District Judge Gregory Frost further delayed Broom's execution pending a hearing on the inmate's request that the 

state not be allowed to try to put him to death again.  

       

Strickland, a Democrat, then granted five-month reprieves to inmates scheduled to die this month and next, and Frost 

delayed a December execution while the state revises its injection policies.  

       

Among the changes the state is considering is injecting lethal drugs into inmates' bone marrow or muscles as an 

alternative to - or a backup for - the traditional intravenous execution procedure. Broom complained in an affidavit 

following the execution attempt that execution staff painfully hit muscle and bone at times during as many as 18 attempts 

to reach a vein.  

       

Broom was convicted of kidnapping, raping and killing a 14-year old girl in 1984.  
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Ohio has put 32 people to death since 1999, when executions resumed in the state.

©2009 by The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 

redistributed.  
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LEGISLATORS GIVE PRISON FOOD LOW MARKS, DRC CHIEF SAYS CROWDED 

SYSTEM 'AT CROSSROADS' 

Legislators who inspect Ohio's prisons told the Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections on Wednesday that while 

food served to inmates may be nutritious, it's tasteless and - in some cases - inedible. 

They relayed prisoner complaints about poor meals, and their own reviews, to DRC Director Terry Collins as he 

delivered an update to the Correctional Institution Inspection Committee about conditions in the state's crowded 31 

prisons. 

Ohio's prison population stands at 51,111, 132% over the rated capacity of 38,320. In addition, nearly 34,000 offenders 

are on various types of community release. 

The current number of inmates is slightly below the record high of 51,273 set in November 2008. 

"I'm not really sure what the future holds. We are at a crossroads," Director Collins said. "We've got to do things 

differently." 

Either the state adopts effective alternative community sanctions for certain non-violent offenders, he said, or it builds 

more prisons. 

Mr. Collins said it would cost $1 billion to build enough institutions to reduce the rate of overcrowding to 100%, and 

millions more to operate them. 

He said Illinois, Kentucky and other states that face similar problems are implementing emergency releases. California

is talking about the release of about 40,000 inmates from its system. 

Director Collins said the DRC "is running well," but he added that, "anything can happen at any time."  

He said later that he believed the Mansfield Correctional Institution - where union employees this week demanded a 

lockdown because of an increase in assaults - is adequately staffed.  

MCI is operating at 150% of capacity. The director pointed out that other prisons have higher individual crowding rates

than Mansfield, including the Lorain Correctional Institution Reception Center, at 265 percent. 

The committee has conducted a record 19 inspections thus far in 2009, most of them with Chairman Tyrone Yates (D-

Cincinnati). 

Rep. Yates said he has found meals at the institutions to be uniformly poor, and in at least one case inedible. 

Legislators are required under statute to eat a meal during their inspection trips. 

"Your food is nutritious but it isn't tasty," he said. In contrast, he described food at Department of Youth Services 

facilities as "very good." 

Sen. Shirley Smith (D-Cleveland), who inspected the Northeast Pre-Release Center in September, said the only 

complaints she heard from prisoners were about low quality of food. 

"It may be nutritious but we couldn't tell what it was," Sen. Smith said, adding that she promised inmates she would 

deliver their concerns to the department. 

Director Collins said he would review the matter with the system's dietician and food service supervisor. He said he has

heard few complaints about the meals. 

"We serve what we call a heart-healthy menu. It probably doesn't taste like mom's home cooking," he said. "I don't see 

too many people emaciated as I walk through the institutions." 

Rep. Bob Hackett (R-London), who inspected the London and Madison Correctional Institutions this month, asked if 



the department was considering hiring mental health staff instead of relying on outside professional services. 

Director Collins said increased use of civil service was a possibility for both mental health and medical services. 

"We think it's a good thing. We're moving in that direction," he said, although the agency will not totally switch to civil 

service. Also under consideration is expanded use of nurse practitioners. 

The department settled a class action lawsuit over mental health services in recent years. Similar litigation over 

medical services now is in its fourth year. 

DRC expects to spend about $240 million on health care in 2010. "It is a significant driver of the budget for our agency,"

Mr. Collins said. 

There are no confirmed cases of H1N1 flu at present in the prison population, in which at least 18,000 persons fall into 

risk categories that federal health officials established. There have been no vaccines distributed. "We know there's a 

shortage of that," he said. 

On other matters, Director Collins told the committee: 

Fifty-seven percent of those in prison serve less than a year. About 28,000 will be released into communities in 

2009. 

About 700 inmates are in prison for failure to pay child support, and at inmate pay scales are unlikely to earn 

enough to do so. 

About 300 lawsuits are pending against DRC in various courts around the state. "I'm probably the most sued 

person in the state of Ohio," he said. 

DRC continues to work with federal courts to modify the execution protocol in capital punishment cases. "Our 

system is constitutional," he said. 

CIIC Director Shirley Pope said that since the panel's last meeting on May 6, eight institutional inspection reports were

completed and released. 

From Jan. 1 through Oct. 29, a total of 2,101 persons contacted the committee, nearly all regarding prisons. Twelve 

contacts dealt with juvenile correctional facilities. 

Those contacting the committee relayed 8,836 problems, issues or concerns that were logged into a database. Sixty-two 

of them were related to youth correctional facilities. 

Director Pope, who met with DYS officials in September, said the youth facilities were reportedly safer than ever, with 

a decrease in assaults to a reported average of eight per day system-wide. 

"It was also relayed that the DYS institutions are better staffed than ever. A predominance of resources has reportedly 

been directed towards the facilities," she said in a written report to the committee. 

"Staff reductions will be made in the parole and central office positions. Consideration is being given to requesting 

existing local probation departments to provide parole supervision in remote areas," the report said. 


