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MANSFIELD, Ohio (AP) — The state is investigating the discovery of 
homemade knives found in a prison where guards are alleging violent 
working conditions. 

Julie Walburn, spokeswoman for the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction, says the weapons were found in a mop closet at Mansfield 
Correctional Institution Sunday during a routine search. 

Mansfield guards and other employees were picketing outside the prison 
Monday to protest prison conditions, which they say include a high number 
of assaults on guards in the last three months. 

Ohio prisons are holding about 51,000 inmates or 32 percent above normal 
capacity. 

The prisons department is also eliminating positions and closing some programs to cut its two-year budget by $87.2 million. 

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. 
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FRANKFORT - The Kentucky Supreme Court on Monday denied a stay of its recent ruling striking down 

residency restrictions on sex offenders convicted before July 2006. 

The state’s high court ruled on Oct. 1 that a state 

law banning sex offenders from living near 

schools, day cares and playgrounds could not be 

applied to those convicted before the law was 

enacted on July 12, 2006. Kentucky Attorney 

General Jack Conway asked that the ruling be 

stayed, but that request was rejected in a brief 

order from the court on Monday. 

Allison Martin, a spokeswoman for Conway’s 

office, said the office now will ask the U.S. 

Supreme Court for a stay to review the Kentucky 

high court’s ruling. She said the office has until 

Dec. 30 to file its request with the nation’s high 

court. 

“We are hopeful that they will take the case and 

grant the stay because this is an issue that has 

implications for many other states, and courts in 

some other states have ruled differently than 

Kentucky’s Supreme Court.” 

The Kentucky Department of Corrections released 

a statement saying that because Monday’s ruling 

by the Kentucky Supreme Court is a final order, 

probation and parole officers are being notified 

that sex offenders who committed their crimes 

prior to July 12, 2006, are no longer subject to the 

residency restrictions of the 2006 law. 

The 2006 law subjected all convicted sex 

offenders to residency restrictions, while a prior law applied restrictions to offenders who were on probation 

or parole. It also increased the minimum distance that offenders must live from schools and day care centers, 

and added playgrounds to the list. 

The Kentucky high court’s ruling came in the case of Michael Baker of Kenton County, who was charged with 

violating the new law for living within 1,000 feet of a public playground. Baker had been convicted in 1995 of 
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Sowell's violent past offers glimpse of accused rapist suspected 

of mass murder 

By John Caniglia, The Plain Dealer  

November 02, 2009, 6:00PM 
Six bodies on Cleveland's East Side draw attention from 

around the globe 

By Mark Puente and John Caniglia, Plain Dealer Reporters  

CLEVELAND, Ohio — With a necktie wrapped around her wrists, the 

first woman to accuse Anthony Sowell of rape climbed through a 

third-floor window to a rooftop in East Cleveland to get away from 

him.  

The woman, three-months pregnant, yelled until neighbors spotted 

her on that July 1989 morning. Sowell was convicted a year later. 

The crime was so vicious that state parole officials refused to 

release Sowell early from of a 15-year prison sentence.  

The attack and his subsequent prison sentence give insight into 

Sowell, a former Marine who struggled with drugs and alcohol for 

years and is now accused of preying on women.  

"He choked me real hard because my body started tingling," the woman told police. "I thought I was going 

to die."  

Over the years, prison officials kept coming back to her words and injuries as they considered him for 

parole. Often times, they gave the same reason for denial: "The serious nature of the offense."  

But despite the seriousness of the attack, Sowell did not get sexual-offender treatment while in prison, even 

though he made a request for it, according to parole records and interviews.  

Sowell is being held in City Jail on a rape warrant after a woman accused him of raping her and choking her 

with an extension cord in September. Detectives are also trying to determine if he killed six women whose 

bodies were found decomposing Thursday and Friday in and around his home. Police arrested him Saturday 

about a mile from his house on Imperial Avenue in Cleveland.  

The victim in the latest case, who knew Sowell, said he offered to split four bottles of malt liquor with her. 

She entered Sowell's home and went to the second floor, which was empty except for a chair, a blanket and 

an extension cord, police said.  

The woman told police that after drinking for a while, Sowell became upset, punched her in the face and 

began choking her with the cord. He raped her as she passed out, the woman said.  

All the bodies have been identified as black females, and five died by strangulation, according to police. The 

last died of unknown causes. The coroner's office is trying to determine their identities.  

Detectives are focusing the investigation on missing persons in Sowell's neighborhood and will expand it to 

View 

full size

Cleveland police continue to search for 

bodies on Cleveland's east side. 

Read more:  

John Kuntz, The Plain 

Dealer
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other unsolved homicides with similar causes of deaths.  

Sowell had shared the duplex with his stepmother since 2005, when he was released from prison after 

serving 15 years for raping a 21-year-old woman in East Cleveland.  

Parole records shows that Sowell was seldom in trouble while behind bars between 1990 and 2005. In fact, 

Sowell did not have any major rule infractions while in prison, a spokeswoman said. He was given four 

verbal warnings for minor violations. Sowell also did not have a juvenile record in Cuyahoga County, a 

spokeswoman said.  

The East Cleveland rape that landed him in prison mirrored the latest attack, according to police and court 

records. It began at 6 a.m. on July 22, 1989, when police showed up at a motel on Euclid and Lee roads in 

East Cleveland. The woman was waiting for her boyfriend, and she feared officers were going raid the motel.  

Sowell was there, as well, and lured the woman to his car and told her that her boyfriend would want her to 

stay with Sowell until after the officers left. Sowell drove her to his home -- a third-floor apartment on Page 

Road in East Cleveland.  

Once inside, Sowell threw her on his bed, choked her and repeatedly raped her.  

When she tried to leave, Sowell tied her hands with a necktie, wrapped a belt around her feet and stuffed a 

rag in her mouth. He threw her on the bed and began pacing up and down the stairs.  

He later came back into the room and fell asleep on the bed. The woman got her feet loose, spit out the rag 

and crawled out the window, onto the roof and screamed for help. She feared opening the squeaking door 

would wake Sowell.  

"He told me that he was going to kill me, and I believed him," the woman told police.  

Sowell pleaded guilty to attempted rape charges. The victim, along with county prosecutors, opposed early 

release of Sowell from prison each time it was considered.  

A parole official noted in 1993 that Sowell "stated he was denied sex-offender program participation." It also 

said the "inmate does wish to participate in sex-offender programming."  

A prison spokeswoman said Monday that "we have no record of participation or completion of sex offender 

treatment." Sowell took other courses aimed at controlling his violent temper, such as "Living without 

Violence," "Cage your Rage" and "Positive Personal Change."  

He also took the 12-step Alcoholics Anonymous program, "Adult Children of Alcoholics" and "Drug Awareness 

Prevention." The records show Sowell drank heavily and used drugs prior to his arrest.  

From 1978 to 1985, Sowell served in the Marines. He was honorably discharged, according to parole 

records.  

Repeated attempts to reach the victim of the 1989 attack were unsuccessful. A message left at Sowell's 

attorney in the case was not returned late Monday afternoon.  

© 2009 cleveland.com. All rights reserved. 
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County to use private nurses at jail 

37 employees to be affected by cost-saving move  

Tuesday,  November 3, 2009 3:07 AM  

BY BARBARA CARMEN 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

Lisa Fisher, a nurse at the Franklin County jail, cringes when county 
officials boast that they haven't laid off a single worker because of 
the bad economy.

Why then, Fisher asks, will she and 36 other nurses be out of work 
after Jan. 3? 

The sheriff's office has told the nurses union that it plans to privatize 
inmate medical care, a move that it thinks would save about 
$750,000 a year. 

But the nurses note that things didn't go well the last time the county 
went outside for help. In 2001, the county hired Ohio State University 
to provide medical services for jail inmates. Taxpayers paid $22.4 
million for a three-year contract that was supposed to cost $11.7 
million. 

"I don't think the officials are being good stewards of the taxpayers' 
money by hiring an agency again," said Fisher, a county nurse for 
five years. 

In a letter to the nurses union, Deputy Chief Mark J. Barrett said the 
sheriff's office is negotiating with an agency that bid to supply jail 
nurses. Barrett said last week that he couldn't comment on the plans. 

"The county says it is a cost-saving measure," said Andrea Johan, 
staff representative for the Ohio Labor Council of the Fraternal Order 
of Police. "In effect, it becomes a permanent layoff." 

Commissioners and the sheriff hired in-house nurses in 2004 after a 
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decade of using private vendors. The county estimated that hiring its 
own nurses would save $2.4 million a year. 

Kathy Hudson, one of the first nurses hired by the county, said the 
nurses worked hard to lower costs by verifying that inmates had 
medical orders for drugs requested and by switching to generics. 

"I'm 58 and there are not a lot of jobs out there," said Hudson, who 
helps support a grown daughter and two grandchildren. 

County nurses are paid about $47,000 a year. Jessica Ibrahim, a jail 
nurse for five years, said most nurses won't apply to work for an 
outside agency. 

"The money is less, the benefits aren't there," Ibrahim said. "We 
don't work in the jail because it's beautiful and glorious. We work 
there for the benefits." 

Kimberly Graves, the union president and a jail nurse, said the 
county, which doesn't have to offer a severance package, should 
take another look at the proposal. 

"The county is not hurting for money," Graves said. "It's outsourced 
before, and it's not worked." 

bcarmen@dispatch.com  
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