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I. AUTHORITY 
  

This policy is issued in compliance with Ohio Revised Code 5120.01 which delegates to the Director of 
the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction the authority to manage and direct the total operations 
of the Department and to establish such rules and regulations as the Director prescribes. 

DRC 1361 (Rev. 04/08) 

 
II. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for institutions to establish the minimum and 
maximum levels of recreational and leisure time programming and activities for inmates.    

 
III. APPLICABILITY  

 
This policy applies to all staff involved in the establishment, implementation, and monitoring of 
recreation and leisure time activities for offenders.            

 
IV. DEFINITIONS 

 
Cable TV – The use of satellite, internet or co-axial cable to offer any television station to the inmate 
population which cannot be obtained by an antenna. This includes channels such as WGN, ESPN, TBS, 
TNT, AMC, etc… 

 
Recreation Programs - Activities that help to promote healthy living to include heart healthy eating 
habits, coping skills, and that give structure to the offender’s quality of life.  Activities are categorized as 
bingo, board games, cultural/arts programs, electronic games, fantasy games, physical activities, 
puzzles, special events, and table games.  

 
V. POLICY 

 
It is the policy of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction that each institution establishes 
and maintains a recreation and leisure time program for inmates.  Recreation programs shall include 
outdoor exercise depending on climatic conditions. The availability of interaction with the community 
through recreational activities and leisure time programs shall be limited based upon the security level of 
the facility and shall be made available in proportion to the offender population.   
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VI. PROCEDURES 

 
A. Each institution shall have a staff member designated to develop a comprehensive recreation 

program that includes leisure time activities and outdoor exercise of interest to the inmates. This 
staff member shall be qualified on the basis of his/her academic training and/or experience. 

 
B. Recreational and leisure time programming for inmates shall take into account the security levels 

of the inmates, their ages and disabilities, the size of the recreational areas, and the equipment 
available to the institution. 

 
C. Facilities and equipment suitable for the planned leisure time activities of inmates shall be 

available in proportion to the inmate population and be maintained in good condition. 
 
D. Inmates assigned as program aides in the recreation area shall be selected and trained by the 

Recreation Supervisor or his/her designee. Inmates should have an interest in recreation 
programs and leisure time activities and receive appropriate training in the programs they will be 
assigned to assist.   

 
E. Inmates shall be given the opportunity through kites to initiate recreation and leisure time 

activities of interest to them, depending upon the security levels of the inmates and the recreation 
funds available.  These activities may include, but not be limited to, inmate publications, arts and 
crafts programs, and quiet games.  Staff supervision shall be available for recreation and leisure 
time activities. 

 
F. Recreational programs shall include evening and weekend hours to avoid interference with work, 

academic and vocational programs, and shall provide for interaction with the community; 
however, recreation programs and activities shall not occur outdoors after dusk for Level 3, 4, 
and 5 prisons.  This does not include areas within the recreation building or other buildings 
within the prison where recreation programming and activities occur.  At the discretion of the 
Managing Officer, Level 1 and 2 prisons may offer recreation programs and activities outdoors 
on their compounds after dusk.  

 
G. Cash Prizes to inmates are prohibited from all types of non-appropriated (local) funds. This 

includes, but not limited to, funds from Industrial and Entertainment (I&E), Inmate Groups, or 
any other organized event.  When recreational events or leagues are open to all inmates, prizes 
may be given, to include but not limited to, hygiene items, undergarments, t-shirts,  sweat suits 
or commissary items such as pop, candy or other normal commissary food items, as prizes.  
These prizes may be funded through the Industrial and Entertainment fund. For inmates who 
provide a service as the officials and or scorekeepers, the inmate must perform the service to 
obtain payment.  Payments for services rendered may be funded through the Industrial and 
Entertainment fund.  The rate per game for this service shall be determined by each institutions 
Managing Officer. 

 
H. Each Managing Officer/designee shall determine which recreation and leisure time activities, as 

described in the below tables, meet the institutional security levels and program needs of the 
inmate population.  Activities not listed below must receive the approval of the Regional 
Director/designee prior to implementation. 
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I.  Inmate Televisions 

 
1. Institutions may have televisions placed into inmate dayrooms when security 

requirements allow for this to be done safely. The televisions may not exceed 36" in total 
picture size, unless approved in writing by the institution’s Regional Director. 

 
2. Institutions are authorized to use antennas and signal boosting systems to create internal 

televisions systems providing broadcast network stations (NBC, CBS, FOX, PBS, etc.) to 
the inmates. In addition, central video broadcasting systems may be used as long as the 
videos shown are in compliance with Department Policy 77-REC-02, Video Screening 
for Inmate Viewing.   

 
3. For the purposes of this policy, cable/satellite TV refers to the offering of any television 

station to the inmate population which cannot be obtained by an antenna. This includes 
channels such as WGN, ESPN, TBS, TNT, AMC, etc. 

 
4. Limited and appropriate cable programming packages may be approved by the Managing 

Officer within the following criteria:  
 
a. Level 1 and Level 2 facilities only. 
b. Level 1 facilities may have the programming in common areas and individual living 

areas. 
c. Level 2 facilities may have the programming in common areas. 
d. Approval for individual living areas at Level 2 facilities requires the approval of the 

Regional Director. 
e. No premium channels (HBO, Showtime, Starz, etc.) may be authorized at any level. 
f. Any cable programming approved shall be paid for by I&E Funds. No GRF funding 

may be utilized. 
g. Institutions with cable programming already in place on or before February 21, 2014 

are exempted from these requirements, with the exception of I&E Funds paying for 
the cable programming. Any changes to existing programming shall meet the 
requirements of the stated criteria.  

 
5. In any areas where network television services cannot be obtained by using antennas, the 

Managing Officer may consult with the Regional Director to receive permission to use a 
cable/satellite service provider to obtain the network channels. In these situations 
however, no other channels than regional broadcast networks may be provided. 

 

Board Games 
  

NOTE:  Board games may be purchased through approved vendors by recreation staff, unit staff, or 
through inmate I&E funds.   Dice must be removed and replaced with spinners or cards. 

 
Board Games Level 5 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Aggravation Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Axis and Allies No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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Backgammon Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Battleship Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Boggle Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Card Games Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Checkers Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Chess Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Chinese Checkers Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Clue Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Connect 4 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Dominoes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Jenga No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Jeopardy Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Life Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Lord of the Rings Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Make-7 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Mancala No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Mastermind Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Monopoly Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Pictionary Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Risk Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Rubik Cube Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Rummikub Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Scattagories Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Scrabble Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Sorry Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Stratego Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Tri-Ominoes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Trivial Pursuit Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Up-words Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Puzzles 
Puzzles Level 5 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Crossword Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Jigsaw Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Word Search Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Sudoku Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Table Games 
Table Games Level 5 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Air Hockey No No No Yes Yes 
Billiards No No No Yes Yes 
Bowl-a-Mania No No No Yes Yes 
Bumper Pool No No No Yes Yes 
Fooseball No No No Yes Yes 
Ping Pong No No Yes Yes Yes 
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Soft-tip Darts No No Yes Yes Yes 

Electronic Games  
NOTE:  Access to the Wii Gaming System and Wii System Games at all facilities shall be limited to 
sports and/or fitness games. 

 

Fantasy Games 
NOTE:  Fantasy Sports Leagues may be permitted as a part of supervised recreation programs at the 
discretion of each Recreation Supervisor.  

 
Fantasy Games Level 5 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Fantasy Sports Leagues Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
 

Physical Activities 

Physical Activities Level 5 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Aerobics Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Basketball Outside Team No  No Yes Yes Yes 
Basketball Intramural No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Bocciball No No Yes Yes Yes 
Bowling (Rubberized 
Balls) No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Body Building No No No No No 
Boxing No No No No No 
Bean Bag Toss No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
**Dodgeball No No Yes Yes Yes 
Exercise Bicycles No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
*Fast/Slow Pitch Softball No No Yes Yes Yes 

Games Death Row Level 5 Level 4B Level 4A Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Tetris – Hand 
Held 

Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Sudoko – Hand 
Held 

Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Word – Hand 
Held 

Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Plug & Play 
Devices- as 
approved 

Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

**Wii Gaming 
System 
(Institution 
Owned Only) 

Yes No No No (FOR RTU 
Therapeutic use 

ONLY) 

No (Office of 
Correctional 
Healthcare 
Certified 

Wellness Units 
ONLY) 

Yes Yes 
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Football Contact No No No No No 
Football Flag No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Football Outside Teams No No No No No 
Free Weights No No No No No 
Frisbee Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Handball Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Horse Shoes No No Yes Yes Yes 
Jogging Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Kickball No No Yes Yes Yes 
Martial Arts No No No No No 
Pickleball No No Yes Yes Yes 
Putt Putt No No No Yes Yes 
Racquetball No No Yes Yes Yes 
Soccer Intramural No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Soccer Outside Teams No No No No No 
Softball Intramural No No Yes Yes Yes 
Softball Outside Teams No No Yes Yes Yes 
Tennis No No No No No 
Track and Field No No Yes Yes Yes 
Track & Field Outside 
Teams No No Yes Yes Yes 

Volleyball No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Volleyball Outside Teams No No Yes Yes Yes 
Weights Enclosed 
Machines No No No Yes Yes 

Wellness Programs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Yoga Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
*  Fast Pitch Softball – Each Managing Officer shall determine whether Fast Pitch Softball will be 

offered.  The institution shall be required to ensure that the following is established before this 
recreational activity is offered at their facility: 

 
• Establish safety guidelines which define: 

- Guidelines for required equipment to be worn by the players and umpire and their proper 
use. 

- Guidelines for the safety rules and requirements are provided to each offender 
participating in the Fast Pitch Softball. 

 
• Pitchers and catchers receive training specific to their position prior to the beginning of the 

season. 
 
• Umpires receive training to be able to officiate.   
 
• The following equipment is purchased and maintained in working condition: 

- Softballs (Fast Pitch only) 
- Bats (Fast Pitch only) 
- Softball gloves 
- Catcher’s mask, shin guards, chest protector 
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- Support cup 
- Batter’s helmet with face guard 
- Umpire’s equipment 
- Turf cleats 

 
**  Dodge ball – Nerf or foam balls only. 
 

Bingo 
 Level 5 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Bingo No No Yes Yes Yes 

Cultural/Arts Program 
Cultural / Arts Level 5 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Cultural Ethnic Events Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Crafts Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Dance Performance No No Yes Yes Yes 
Holiday Shows No No Yes Yes Yes 
Institutional Bands No No Yes Yes Yes 
Sign Language Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Talent Shows No No Yes Yes Yes 
Theater No No Yes Yes Yes 

Special Events 
Special Events Level 5 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

*Charitable Fundraisers No No Yes Yes Yes 
Art/Craft Shows No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Outside Catered/Fast 
Food No No Yes Yes Yes 

Inmate Health Fairs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Outside Entertainment No No Yes Yes Yes 
Yard Day No No No Yes Yes 

 

 

  

NOTE:  Inmate Charitable Fundraisers – See Department Policy 73-GRP-01, Inmate Groups.   
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