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I. AUTHORITY 
  

This policy is issued in compliance with Ohio Revised Code 5120.01 which delegates to the Director of 
the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction the authority to manage and direct the total operations 
of the Department and to establish such rules and regulations as the Director prescribes. 
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II. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures and define responsibilities related to the conduct 
of inmate marriages. 

 
III. APPLICABILITY 
 

This policy applies to all Department employees responsible for any phase of facilitating inmate 
marriages. 

 
IV. DEFINITIONS 
 

None   
 
V. POLICY 
 

It is the policy of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction to permit inmate marriages to 
persons eligible to be added to an inmate’s visitation list except where a legal restriction to marriage 
exists or where the proposed marriage presents a threat to the security or order of the institution, to the 
rehabilitative concerns of the inmate, or to the protection of public safety. 

 
VI. PROCEDURES 

     
 A. Any inmate who wants to marry shall submit to the Managing Officer or designee a written 

request for authorization to marry. The intended spouse must also submit a written statement 
verifying his or her intention to marry the inmate. 

 
B. The couple to be wed is responsible for obtaining a marriage license.  
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C. In order to comply with the statutory requirement that an inmate’s marriage application be taken 
by the probate court in person, the inmate may request of the Managing Officer or designee 
assistance in allowing court personnel to come to the institution or, at the court’s discretion, 
assistance in scheduling a video conference to take an inmate’s application.  The Managing 
Officer or designee shall make such arrangements directly with the probate court. 

 
D. An inmate’s written request for a marriage ceremony to be performed in the institution shall be 

approved unless the Managing Officer has reason to believe the marriage ceremony poses a 
threat to institution security or order, to rehabilitative concerns, or to the protection of the 
public. 

 
E. The inmate or the inmate’s intended spouse shall identify the person selected to perform the 

ceremony and shall provide an address or telephone number where such person may be 
contacted. 

 
F. The person selected to solemnize the marriage must be one authorized by Ohio Revised Code 

Section 3101.08 to do so. The Managing Officer or his/her designee may require the person 
selected to solemnize the marriage to produce their license or other legal credential to solemnize 
marriages as issued by either the Secretary of State or the County Probate Court. 

 
G. The inmate is entitled to have one witness (in addition to the person performing the marriage 

ceremony) present at the marriage ceremony. The inmate may request a witness either from 
the inmate’s visitation list or from the inmate general population.   This request is subject to 
the approval of the Managing Officer or his/her designee. 

 
H. The inmate, the inmate’s intended spouse, the inmate’s family or other appropriate source 

approved by the Managing Officer or his/her designee shall pay and be solely responsible for 
any wedding expenses.   A marriage ceremony at an institution shall be a private 
ceremony attended only by persons approved by the Managing Officer or designee. 
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