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I. AUTHORITY 
  

This policy is issued in compliance with Ohio Revised Code 5120.01 which delegates to the Director of 
the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction the authority to manage and direct the total operations 
of the Department and to establish such rules and regulations as the Director prescribes. 

DRC 1361 (Rev. 04/08) 

 
II. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish a procedure consistent with Ohio Revised Code Sections 
1337.12 and 2133 so that inmates may be provided with standard forms that communicate the inmate’s 
wishes about his/her health care should he/she no longer be able to communicate such wishes. 

 
 
III. APPLICABILITY 

 
This policy applies to all persons employed by or under contract with the Corrections Medical Center 
(CMC), Pickaway Correctional Institution (PCI), or Oakwood Correctional Facility (OCF); and to all 
inmates confined to CMC and PCI; and to all OCF hospitalized mental health offenders/AppleGlen 
residents  

 
IV. DEFINITIONS 
 

Advance Directives

 

 - Documents that explain what an individual wants done when he/she is unable to 
communicate due to illness or injury. Examples are the Living Will and the Durable Powers of Attorney 
for Health Care.  

Attorney-in-Fact

 

 - The person designated by an individual to make decisions for him/her in a Power of 
Attorney.  This person is generally not a licensed attorney. 

Durable Powers of Attorney

 

 - A form that must be signed when a person wants to designate a person 
other than him/herself to make medical decisions when the signor cannot make choices for him/herself. 
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Living Will

 

 - A document that can be signed that describes the type of care a person wants to receive if 
that person becomes permanently unconscious or terminally ill and unable to communicate.  The signor 
may choose whether or not to accept life support. 

V. POLICY 
 

It  is the policy of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (DRC) to facilitate an inmate’s 
desire to direct his/her health care should he/she no longer be in a condition to make informed choices. 
Correctly completed forms that have been witnessed or notarized shall be honored pursuant to Section 
1337.12 and Section 2133 of the Ohio Revised Code, and may be revoked at any time. 

 
VI. PROCEDURES 

     
A. The attached documents, Durable Powers of Attorney for Health Care, and Living Will 

Declaration were designed to conform to all procedural requirements and should satisfy the 
majority of situations that will require their use.  Although it is anticipated that these forms will 
be the standard documents used throughout Ohio, there may be circumstances that will require 
departure from the usual and customary forms. 

 
B. Each institution shall make the following forms for Advance Directives for Health Care available 

in the institution library for any inmates who desire them: 
 

1. Living Will declaration (attached); 
 

2. Durable Powers of Attorney for Health Care (attached). 
 

C. During admission to an applicable DRC facility (as referenced in the Applicability Statement 
above) or to OSU, each inmate shall be given information about Advanced Directives and shall 
be given the opportunity to complete an Advance Directive form, as outlined in section VI.B. 

 
D. It is not the responsibility of the institution staff to provide legal assistance or interpretation of 

form language. 
 

1. Assistance regarding the completion of the forms may be obtained from unit case 
managers and/or social workers at inpatient facilities.  

 
2. It is the inmate’s responsibility to ask her/his legal counsel for explanation of anything 

contained in the forms that she/he does not understand. 
 

E. It is the inmate’s responsibility to thoroughly and correctly complete the form(s) and have such 
form(s) properly witnessed and notarized.  The inmate should retain a personal copy and 
distribute copies to Inmate Health Services for inclusion in the inmate’s medical file.  These 
forms shall be filed in the medical record in the section designated “Miscellaneous” and the front 
cover of the medical file shall specify Advance Directives on File

 
. 

F. No inmate may be designated as Attorney-in-Fact in the Durable Powers of Attorney of another 
inmate. 
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G. Advance Directives are effective when an inmate signs and distributes the appropriate forms.  It 
is not necessary to undergo any court procedure.  The attending physician must determine that the 
inmate is unable to make health care decisions for him/herself before the Durable Powers of 
Attorney for Health Care may be used. 

 
H. An inmate may revoke an Advance Directive at any time.  The inmate should collect all the 

documents that he/she distributed or rescind them in writing to avoid confusion. 
 

Attachments 
 
Durable Powers of Attorney for Health Care 
Living Will Form 
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